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LARGEST EVER SURVEY OF YOUNG LONDONERS REVEALS THEIR TOP CONCERNS 
 
A DETAILED survey of the views of young Londoners has revealed that mental health, knife crime, air 
pollution and education are their major concerns. 
 
In what is believed to be the biggest study of its kind ever conducted in a global city “Young Londoners’ 
priorities for a sustainable city”  reveals that young people have strong opinions on a wide range of 
issues and want more say in policy making. 
 
The report, which was commissioned by the London Sustainable Development Commission, sought the 
views of more than 2,000 young Londoners aged 16-24.  
 
It provides unique insights into the challenges and priorities of young people with respect to the United 
Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and comes on the day of the UN SDG Summit 2019 – 
the first such meeting since 2015. 
 
The SDG’s provide a framework for cities to replace the old ways of tackling sustainable development 
in environment, economy or social silos to a new more holistic approach which can help tackle some of 
the issues raised by young people through this research.  
 
From mental health, crime and education to air pollution, knife crime and affordable housing young 
people told researchers that they felt many pressures growing up and wanted more opportunities to 
engage with political officials and influence policy. 
 
With world leaders meeting today at the UN in New York to discuss the the implementation of the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development and the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), the findings 
in this new study are timely. 
 
Dr Ashok Sinha, Chair of the London Sustainable Development Commission, which commissioned the 
report, said the findings were a wakeup call to policy makers to provide more opportunities for young 
people, especially from deprived backgrounds, to have their views heard. 
 
He said: “We call on politicians and decision-makers, from the borough level to national government, to 
heed what young people have told us about how they are being failed on a number of fronts, from 
quality of education to mental health support.  
 
“The GLA has done much important work in recent years reaching out to young people to understand 
their concerns but they cannot do this alone. 
 
“Many of the priorities that young people have are under the control of the national Government and so 
we call on them to engage further with young Londoners, identifying specific actions that need to be 
taken so that they can better influence the policies that will have lifelong impact on them, and hence on 
the future of London as a whole.” 
 



 
 
The report revealed that for 23.4% of young Londoners mental and physical health was their top 
concern closely followed by tackling crime (21.2%) and access to a good quality education (18.3%). 
The top three priorities for the GLA were tackling knife crime, affordable housing and homelessness. 
 
Kismet Meyon, who represents young Londoners in the GLA’s Peer Outreach Team, said that her 
peers needed more of a platform to engage in shaping policy.   
 
She said: “We are the generation that has to live the longest with challenges such as climate change, 
housing shortages, air quality, knife crime and mental health and yet we have relatively little say in how 
these issues should be tackled. 
 
“I know I speak for my friends when I say we want to shape the future of London just as much as the 
generations above us. Policy makers need to give young people more opportunities to speak and then 
to listen to our views. We bring a great deal of fresh thinking to these important issues. 
 
‘’We have also found how effective peer to peer support and advocation has been on these issues that 
vulnerable young people face.’’ 
 
To download a copy of the Young Londoners priorities for a sustainable city  report click here (INSERT 
URL). 
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Notes to Editors 
 

▪ The report was commissioned by the LSDC and independently researched and written by the 
Royal Holloway University of London and Bite the Ballot. 

▪ During the research we engaged with a representative cross-section of 16-24 year-olds 
through: Interviews with 30 participants. Round-table focus groups, debating issues raised 
during the interviews and creatively visualising their ideas. An evening event with 100 
attendees. An online survey with 2,002 participants.   

▪ The unparalleled sample size of this relatively small age group in one geographical location – 
and the fielding of nuanced questions relevant to young people’s everyday lives – allowed the 
project team to explore the views of young Londoners as defined by age, gender, ethnicity and 
socio-economic status. 

▪ The GLA has already started an ambitious programme of youth engagement which includes: 

The London Youth Assembly, Partnership for London’s Youth Board, the GLA’s Young 

Londoners Participation Network and the GLA’s Peer Outreach Team. 

 

▪ In addition the ‘Talk London’ online discussion community offers good opportunities to host 

debates on specific issues raised by the report.  It is soon lowering its participation age from 18 

to 16, making it accessible to the full range of the report’s demographic cohort. 
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▪ Meanwhile the Mayor’s London Curriculum has numerous resources on social, economic and 

environmental issues  -  including one for secondary schools on citizenship (launching in 

autumn 2019) - a key request from participants in the study.   

▪ The London Sustainable Development Commission (LSDC) was established in 2002 to provide 

independent advice to the Mayor of London on ways to make London a sustainable, world-class 
city. The Commission is an independent body, challenging policy-makers to promote a better 
quality of life for all Londoners, both now and in the future, whilst also considering London’s 
wider global impacts. The Commission is made up of individual experts from the economic, 
social, environmental and London governance sectors. Commissioners give their time 
voluntarily, promoting sustainable development, embedding sustainability into London-wide 
strategies, and helping make sustainability a meaningful and understandable concept for all 
Londoners. 

http://www.london.gov.uk/london-curriculum

