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School:   Tunstall Nursery School and Children’s Centre, Croydon  

Type of School:   Nursery school 
 

 

Amount Received: £1,625  



 
 

 
 
 

 
Project aims 

We previously had a small growing garden which was only used in the summer term. The 
soil was not easily accessible and the composting area poorly used. 

By developing the garden/growing area we wanted to: 

 Make the growing garden more accessible to the children and enable them to use it 
throughout the year. 

 Involve children and parents in growing their own fruit and vegetables and to help 
them understand where food comes from. 

 Teach children positive food habits, through fun and hands on learning, so children 
can begin to learn life skills they can take beyond the classroom and help them to 
make healthier choices in the future. 

 Have a multicultural garden where the vegetables grown are prepared and cooked 
by the children to celebrate different cultures. For example, in Black History Month 
jollof rice, Chinese New Year stir fry, summer vegetable curry. 

 Introduce young children to the idea of recycling by setting up an improved 
composting area. 

 Provide sensory opportunities for children with Special Educational Needs. 

 

Key project data 

 100 nursery children and 30 two year old children and their parents have had the 
opportunity to be involved in the edible garden project. 

 2 teachers, 7 Keyworkers, 6 learning support staff, 1 caretaker and 1 gardener have 
been involved in the edible garden project.  

 3 volunteers from the local community provided expertise in building raised beds 
and offered to provide advice and seedlings. 

 

Project success and impact 

The edible garden project has been very successful at Tunstall. The new raised beds have 
encouraged all staff to engage with children growing vegetables and herbs in the garden. 
Staff has shared their gardening skills and knowledge, brought in plants to grow and want 
to learn more. Children have benefitted from their renewed enthusiasm and are engaging 
in the growing garden daily. The garden has been integrated into our curriculum easily 
and staff plan activities daily in the garden to engaging children in learning about their 
environment.  

 



Quotes from pupils 

“I am so proud” (of my plants).  Mateo 

 

Quotes from teachers 
 
“The children love their garden and the activities there. The garden is a fantastic 
opportunity for them to work together co-operatively, learning new skills and knowledge. 
It gives the children a real sense of purpose and achievement.” 

 “Everybody is having fun learning together in the garden - teachers, parents, children and 
staff. It has been a very worthwhile experience. We met the challenge of building our 
edible garden and are building on our successes. “ 

 

Quotes from parents/volunteers 
 
Fatma. “I am going to build some raised beds at home.” 
 
Mum “How do I make raised beds?” 

 

 

 

 


