
 
 

London Early Years Conference: speakers 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sian Elliott 
Sian is responsible for research and policy at 4in10: 
London’s Child Poverty Campaign Network. Her work 
has focused on tackling the social, economic and 
political drivers of poverty and inequality in childhood, 
having previously worked within local government, 
lecturing in the Education Department at the University 
of Roehampton and at the Runnymede Trust, the UK’s 
leading race equality think tank. Sian regularly performs 
advisory roles for organisations such as the GLA and is 
a member of the Fabian Society’s national steering 
group for women and homelessness. She holds an MA 
Distinction in Social Research Methods and First Class 
BA in Education Policy and Sociology of Childhood. 
@siancelliott 
 

Dr Adam Boddison 
Dr Adam Boddison is the Chief Executive for nasen 
(National Association for Special Educational Needs) 
with responsibility for strategic direction and operational 
delivery across the full breadth of nasen’s activity. He is 
also the Chair of the Whole School SEND consortium, 
which is leading on the delivery of the government’s 
SEND Schools’ Workforce contract.  Adam is a National 
Leader of Governance, Chair and Vice-Chair of two 
Local Authority primary schools and a Trustee at two 
Multi-Academy Trusts, which span primary, secondary 
and specialist settings.  Adam is a Trustee of the 
Potential Trust, a member of the National SEND Forum 
and a Fellow of the RSA.  Prior to this, Adam held a 
number of senior education roles including Director of 
the Centre for Professional Education at the University 
of Warwick and Academic Principal for IGGY (a global 
educational social network for gifted teenagers).  He 
has published a range of mathematics books and is a 
qualified clinical hypnotherapist.   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Anita Grover 
Anita Grover is the Chief Executive of the charity 
Auditory Verbal UK, based in Bermondsey. Auditory 
Verbal UK works with pre-school aged deaf children 
across the UK to enable them to develop their listening, 
talking and social skills and get an equal start at school. 
Anita was appointed Chief Executive of AVUK in 2013 
following a 20 year career in the public sector. In 2014 
she was the first CEO of a UK-based charity to be 
awarded the Macquarie David Clarke Social Innovation 
Fellowship and was awarded a Fellowship by the 
Association of Chief Executives of Voluntary 
Organisations in 2016. Anita is profoundly deaf, having 
lost her hearing progressively from childhood. She had 
successful cochlear implant surgery in 2006 and brings 
to the role personal insight into hearing loss and a 
passion for improving outcomes for deaf children. 
 
 

Lauren Press  
Lauren Press is 12 years old and was born profoundly 
deaf. Lauren was fitted with her first cochlear implant 
aged two and her second aged six.  Lauren and her 
parents were supported by the charity Auditory Verbal 
UK in her early years. She started AVUK aged 6 months 
old and ‘graduated’ aged 5. Lauren is now thriving at 
mainstream school, plays the saxophone, competes in 
gymnastics competitions and loves music and playing 
sport. She starred as Izzy Wizzy in CBBC’s Rocket 
Island aged just eight years old. Lauren is a fantastic 
ambassador for AVUK and has even taken part in a 30-
mile sponsored cycle to support the charity. 
 


