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Mr. Sadiq Khan  

Mayor of London 
Draft New London Plan 
GLA City Hall 
London Plan Team 
Post Point 18 
London SE1 2AA 

Friday 2 March 2018 

Dear Mr Mayor, 

Thank you for the invitation to submit our comments to the proposed Draft New London 
Plan, with comments closing today. 

First, we welcome the foresight seen in much of the Plan to address concerns of our 
community, particularly to the supply of additional new housing.   

However, we have serious concerns to Section 3 with the following issues, which largely 
emanate from the unreasonable housing targets being concentrated within the area of our 
South Croydon community.  

Unacceptable Density: 

1. The density matrix should be reinstated as it is necessary to have set limits on the
grounds of reasonableness for the protection of the existing character of an area and
for good design and quality of life for the community.

2. The increase in housing targets is unacceptable we suggest and particularly to
Croydon. Our borough is being targeted disproportionally in contrast to Bromley and
Sutton boroughs.  As a consequence, our South Croydon district/ward, located
between the inner London areas and the outer suburbs is going to be adversely
affected, as indicated in the Croydon Local Plan

3. The removal of protection for back gardens is unacceptable as it will lead to a
hideous mix of dwelling units by developers with regard to character or the visual
spatial environment.

4. The removal of targets for three and four-bedroom family homes is unwise as this
will not provide the essential mix of units in terms of a suitable size for our
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community. The predominance of one and two bedroom units, that will inevitably 
follow, will force families to split with unintended social and economic consequences 
at a time of demographic shift and of increasingly intergenerational and co-housing 
trends.  

5.  The removal of any provision for parking to new developments around transport 
hubs is unacceptable as simply displacing parking elsewhere in adjoining streets will 
not address the issue.  

 
Finally, we urge reconsideration to the policy areas we have outlined so our South Croydon 
Community can develop in a more organic way that is acceptable to maintaining the quality 
and character of our area for the years to come.  
 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
Desmond M O’Rourke FRSA 
Planning and Development Issues, South Croydon Community Association  

  
 

 
 

 
 
 
c.c.  
Mr John Clingan, Chair, South Croydon Community Association 
Mr Jason Perry, Councillor, Croydon Council  
 




