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School: Shirley High School  

Type of School: Secondary   

Amount Received: £799  



 
 

 

Project aims 
 
We recently reclaimed our school house for school use (it was previously used for staff 
accommodation) and it had a large outdoor space which was empty and unkempt. The 
house is being used as a 6th form common area and the long term plan is to turn it into an 
on-site support unit for students who are at risk of permanent exclusion. 
 
We wanted to develop an edible garden in this space, to be tended by our Food Technology 
students, along with disengaged students, those who are vulnerable and those at risk of 
exclusion. Additionally, we wanted to set up a gardening club open to all students.  

 

Key project data 
 
We set up a working party which included seven members of staff (an Assistant 
Headteacher, the Head of Food Technology, two of the teachers who run our Green Team; 
one other teacher; our Catering Manager and our Site Manager). We also involved our site 
team, who helped to put the beds in, and out DT technician, who made the beds for us.  
 
So far, we have had 21 students (our Year 9 Food Technology class) working in the garden 
and a number of students from other Food Technology groups have used it to pick fresh 
herbs. We anticipate a lot more students becoming involved next year when we begin using 
it to support intervention and for cross curricular study (Art, Photography, Geography and 
Science have expressed an interest in taking groups of students down there). We have also 
advertised a Gardening Club for next year. 
 
We have tried to involve parents via our newsletter however have had very little response 
to date. We will take a more proactive approach in the new academic year, using Parents’ 
Evenings to try to gain support. We have had one person donate a cherry tree that grew 
from seed.  
 

Project success and impact 
 
Our year 9 Food Technology students have participated in planting and tending the garden, 
working with their teacher and our school caterer. This has improved the students’ 
understanding of how food grows and the benefits of food growing. Lessons centred around 
the garden are currently being written into new schemes of work for all year groups in Food 
Technology. Science has expressed an interest in doing the same.  
 
Our school Catering Manager has used food and herbs from the garden in school food and 
has promoted this to parents and students through the newsletter and signs around the 
canteen.  
 
A number of 6th Form students sit in the garden at lunchtime, although we are still in the 
process of sorting garden furniture in order to make this a more attractive option for them. 
  

Quotes from pupils 
 
‘I enjoyed actually planting things and I imagine making jam with the raspberries and 
strawberries. I am going to join the gardening club’ – Gideon (year 9) 



‘I like seeing the plants grow’ – Lainey (year 9)’ 

Quotes from teachers 
 
‘On Thursday of this week, I picked strawberries, basil, rosemary and bay from the school 
garden and they were used for lunch on Thursday. The herbs went into school lunches and 
the strawberries went into the SLG fruit salads.’ (Sue, Catering Manager) 
 
‘I really enjoyed the opportunity to work with the students rather than just being in the 
kitchen.’ (Sue, Catering Manager) 
 

Quotes from parents/volunteers 
 
I was happy to donate a cherry tree that I have grown from seed. I look forward to seeing it 
grow in the garden.’ – Lou, friend of one of our kitchen staff 
 
 


