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Current Use: Waste Transfer Station – The Wharf handles 90,000 tonnes per annum. Waste is fed into a compactor which 

compresses the waste into individual containers that are transferred by crane onto barrages.  

Table 26 – Summary of the potential impacts of the development alternatives assessed for Northumberland Wharf  

SEA Topic 
Summary of Potential Impacts 

Alternative 1: Continue to safeguard wharf  Alternative 2: Release wharf from safeguarding  

Population and 
Health 

 The Wharf cannot be used for residential, commercial or 
industrial development to accommodate London’s growing 
population (long-term); 

 Potential for temporary disruption to residents surrounding 
the A1206 from ongoing freight transfer to road (depending 
on routes) but wider benefits from use of River to transport 
freight reducing road traffic;  

 Direct and indirect socio-economic benefits to local 
employment and businesses; and 

 Long-term cumulative benefits to health from reducing 
emissions from road traffic (see Air Quality and Noise). 

 Residential development of the Wharf would provide 
housing for London’s growing population and  contribute 
to the provision of dwellings to help meet increasing 
demand; 

 Potential for indirect effects (e.g. nuisance, pollution, 
safety risks, congestion) from increased road traffic used 
to carry freight (i.e. in absence of Wharf) to local 
residents and sensitive receptors; 

 Disruption (e.g. posed by construction traffic 
movements; additional vehicles visits when operational) 
to local residents surrounding the A1206 associated with 
increased population from new residential development; 
and 

 Direct and indirect benefits to local employment and 
business related to redevelopment of wharf for 
residential, commercial or alternative industrial use. 

Effect significance  ++/ -- ++/ - 

Biodiversity, Flora 
and Fauna 

 Potential for cumulative spread of INNS from vessels, but 
low probability;  

 Potential for disturbance to the River Thames SINC; and 
 Potential for cumulative increased river traffic to affect 

migratory fish species, including European smelt a feature 
of the Upper Thames and Swanscombe rMCZs. 

 Potential for indirect impact from new development 
(depending on new use) upon the FOCI and broad-scale 
habitats of the Upper Thames and Swanscombe rMCZs;  

 Potential for disturbance to the River Thames SINC; and 
 Loss, damage or disturbance to terrestrial and marine 

ecology within and adjacent to the River Thames from 
new development and its activities. 

Effect significance  - -- 

Estuarine Processes 
and Water Quality 

 Accidental spills and leaks of materials and hazardous 
substances (e.g. oils and greases, fuels, construction 
materials, sewage, and grey water) from vessels and 
freight handling facilities; 

 Re-suspension and deposition of suspended sediments if 
any capital works on the riverbed are required as part of 
modification/retrofit or extension/expansion of freight 
handling facilities; 

 Re-suspension and dispersion of contaminated sediment if 
any capital works on the Riverbed were required (as 
above);  

 As a result of the above, potential impact on the ecological 
and chemical status of the Thames Middle transitional 
waterbody; and 

 Potential indirect changes to estuarine morphology and 
hydrodynamic processes through installation of new wharf 
infrastructure (e.g. jetties or dolphins). The significance of 
this will vary depending on the extent of change to the 
Wharf. 

 Accidental spills and leaks of materials and hazardous 
substances (e.g. construction materials, fuel, sewage, 
contaminated water) from civil works to establish new 
development; 

 Re-suspension and deposition of suspended sediments 
(e.g. smothering effect) assuming significant work as 
mentioned above is required; 

 Re-suspension and dispersion of contaminated sediment 
assuming demolition and construction is required;  

 As a result of the above, potential impact on the 
ecological and chemical status of the Thames Middle 
transitional waterbody; and 

 Potential changes to estuarine morphology and 
hydrodynamic processes (e.g. increased sedimentation) 
through installation of new infrastructure. 

Effect significance  - - 

Climate Change  Long-term, cumulative reduction in GHG emissions 
through the modal shift of freight transport from road to 
river; 

 Reduction in the level of protection from existing flood 
defence structures, depending on the extent of 
modification or expansion to the Wharf;  

 Increase in the level of protection from existing and new 
flood defence structures, when enhanced or strengthened 
alongside Wharf modification/expansion; and 

 Wharf located within/adjacent to Flood Risk Zones 2 and 
3; risk of flooding during extreme weather events. 

 Long-term and cumulative increase in GHG emissions if 
freight is transported by road instead of the river; 

 Reduction in the level of protection from existing flood 
defence structures, depending on the extent of the 
development of the facility replacing the Wharf;  

 Increase in the level of protection from existing and new 
flood defence structures, depending on the extent of how 
the new development is protected; and 

 Wharf located within/adjacent to Flood Risk Zones 2 and 
3; risk of flooding during extreme weather events. 
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SEA Topic 
Summary of Potential Impacts 

Alternative 1: Continue to safeguard wharf  Alternative 2: Release wharf from safeguarding  

Effect significance  ++/- --/+ 

Air Quality  Long-term, cumulative contribution to the improvement of 
air quality in London through a reduction in the transport of 
freight by road and therefore a reduction in emissions of 
NO2, PM10 and PM2.5 from vehicle exhausts; and 

 Localised increases in pollutants (including NO2, SO2, PM10 
and PM2.5) and dust emissions associated with exhaust 
emissions from construction and operation of the Wharf 
(wharf located within an AQMA) e.g. vessels berthing, 
mobile machinery within the facility and vehicles accessing 
the Wharf. 

 Long-term cumulative contribution to the reduction in air 
quality in London through the shift of freight transport by 
river to road and therefore increased emissions of NO2, 

PM10 and PM2.5; and 
 Localised increases in pollutants (including NO2, PM10 

and PM2.5) and dust emissions associated with 
construction activities and operation of a new 
development (wharf located within an AQMA). 

Effect significance  ++/ - -- 

Noise and Vibration  Localised, intermittent increases in noise and vibration 
disturbance to local residents and terrestrial and marine 
ecology; 

 Potential for long-term, cumulative contribution to the 
reduction of traffic noise across London’s road network 
through the reduction of transportation of freight by road. 

 Localised intermittent increases in noise and vibration 
disturbances to local residents and terrestrial and marine 
ecology from new activity (construction and operation); 
and 

 Potential for long-term, cumulative contribution to the 
increase of traffic noise across London’s road network. 
Freight that may have been transported by River is most 
likely to be transported by road. 

Effect significance -/++  -- 

Transport, 
Navigation and 
Shipping 

 Long-term, cumulative reduction in congestion and 
pressure on London’s road network through the continued 
provision of the Wharf and associated infrastructure to 
promote river freight transport; and 

 Potential for localised, intermittent disruption to current 
navigation and shipping activities associated with an 
increase in freight being transported along the river and 
accessing the Wharf. 

 Permanent loss of valuable riverside infrastructure;  
 Long-term cumulative increase in congestion and 

pressure on London’s road network; and 
 Changes in safety risk brought about by change of use, 

for example, improved safety on the river from absence 
of vessels but increased volumes on local roads from 
new traffic movements (i.e. construction/operation traffic 
and displaced river trade). 

Effect significance ++/ - -- 

Townscape, 
Waterscape and 
Visual 

 No overall impact on the existing townscape, waterscape 
and visual setting of the Wharf and its surroundings; and 

 Continued use unlikely to affect the Greater Thames 
Estuary NCA.  

 

 Potential for permanent changes to the existing 
townscape, waterscape and visual setting of the Wharf 
and its surroundings, depending on design. E.g.  space 
restriction - residential development may exceed the 
height of surrounding buildings (i.e. to ensure financial 
viability and return);  

 Potential for permanent changes to the Greater Thames 
Estuary NCA associated with construction and operation 
activities; and 

 Impacts will depend on future design.  

Effect significance 0 ? 

Historic Environment  Potential for minor cumulative disturbance and damage to 
known archaeological assets (1 Grade I and 15 Grade II 
listed buildings and Conservation Area within study area) 
through onward road traffic movements; and 

 Continued use unlikely to increase risk of disturbance and 
damage to unknown archaeological assets. 

 Potential for minor cumulative disturbance and damage 
to known archaeological assets (1 Grade I and 15 Grade 
II listed buildings and Conservation Area within study 
area) through increased traffic movements; and 

 Risk of disturbance and damage to unknown 
archaeological assets through change of use and new 
development. 

Effect significance 0 0/? 

Safeguarding 
Recommendation 

The 2018 Review has recommended that the Northumberland Wharf is retained as a safeguarded wharf. This 
recommendation is based on the following: 
 
 The site is in active use with cargo-handling infrastructure to serve the current operation use; and 
 Berth characteristics are appropriate for barge traffic, which travels to the Wharf on the flood tide, mooring at or near high 

water. 
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Current Use: Vacant – last cargo handled pre-2002.  

Table 27 – Summary of the potential impacts of the development alternatives assessed for Orchard Wharf  

SEA Topic 
Summary of Potential Impacts 

Alternative 1: Continue to safeguard wharf  Alternative 2: Release wharf from safeguarding  

Population and 
Health 

 The Wharf cannot be used for residential, commercial or 
industrial development to accommodate London’s growing 
population (long-term); 

 Potential for temporary disruption to residents on Blackwall 
Way, Newport Avenue and Jamestown Way from ongoing 
freight transfer to road (depending on routes) but wider 
benefits from use of river to transport freight reducing road 
traffic;  

 Direct and indirect socio-economic benefits, for instance 
for local employment and to businesses; and 

 Long-term cumulative benefits to health from reducing 
emissions from road traffic (see Air Quality and Noise). 

 Residential development of the Wharf would provide 
housing for London’s growing population and  contribute 
to the provision of dwellings to help meet increasing 
demand; 

 Potential for indirect effects (e.g. nuisance, pollution, 
safety risks, congestion) from increased road traffic used 
to carry freight (i.e. in absence of Wharf) to local 
residents and sensitive receptors; 

 Disruption (e.g. posed by construction traffic 
movements; additional vehicles visits when operational) 
to local residents on Blackwall Way, Newport Avenue 
and Jamestown Way associated with increased 
population from new residential development; and 

 Direct and indirect benefits to local employment and 
business related to redevelopment of wharf for 
residential, commercial or alternative industrial use. 

Effect significance  +/ -- ++/ - 

Biodiversity, Flora 
and Fauna 

 Potential for cumulative spread of INNS from vessels, but 
low probability;  

 Potential for disturbance to the River Thames SINC; and 
 Potential for cumulative increased river traffic to affect 

migratory fish species, including European smelt a feature 
of the Upper Thames and Swanscombe rMCZs. 

 Potential for indirect impact from new development 
(depending on new use) upon the FOCI and broad-scale 
habitats of the Upper Thames and Swanscombe rMCZs;  

 Potential for disturbance to the River Thames SINC; and 
 Loss, damage or disturbance to terrestrial and marine 

ecology within and adjacent to the River Thames from 
new development and its activities. 

Effect significance  - -- 

Estuarine Processes 
and Water Quality 

 Accidental spills and leaks of materials and hazardous 
substances (e.g. oils and greases, fuels, construction 
materials, sewage, and grey water) from vessels and 
freight handling facilities; 

 Re-suspension and deposition of suspended sediments if 
any capital works on the riverbed are required as part of 
modification/retrofit or extension/expansion of freight 
handling facilities; 

 Re-suspension and dispersion of contaminated sediment if 
any capital works on the Riverbed were required (as 
above);  

 As a result of the above, potential impact on the ecological 
and chemical status of the Thames Middle transitional 
waterbody; and 

 Potential indirect changes to estuarine morphology and 
hydrodynamic processes through installation of new wharf 
infrastructure (e.g. jetties or dolphins). The significance of 
this will vary depending on the extent of change to the 
Wharf. 

 Accidental spills and leaks of materials and hazardous 
substances (e.g. construction materials, fuel, sewage, 
contaminated water) from civil works to establish new 
development; 

 Re-suspension and deposition of suspended sediments 
(e.g. smothering effect) assuming significant work as 
mentioned above is required; 

 Re-suspension and dispersion of contaminated sediment 
assuming demolition and construction is required;  

 As a result of the above, potential impact on the 
ecological and chemical status of the Thames Middle 
transitional waterbody; and 

 Potential changes to estuarine morphology and 
hydrodynamic processes (e.g. increased sedimentation) 
through installation of new infrastructure. 

Effect significance  - - 

Climate Change  Long-term, cumulative reduction in GHG emissions 
through the modal shift of freight transport from road to 
river; 

 Reduction in the level of protection from existing flood 
defence structures, depending on the extent of 
modification or expansion to the Wharf;  

 Increase in the level of protection from existing and new 
flood defence structures, when enhanced or strengthened 
alongside Wharf modification/expansion; and 

 Wharf located within/adjacent to Flood Risk Zones 2 and 
3; risk of flooding during extreme weather events. 

 Long-term and cumulative increase in GHG emissions if 
freight is transported by road instead of the river; 

 Reduction in the level of protection from existing flood 
defence structures, depending on the extent of the 
development of the facility replacing the Wharf;  

 Increase in the level of protection from existing and new 
flood defence structures, depending on the extent of how 
the new development is protected; and 

 Wharf located within/adjacent to Flood Risk Zones 2 and 
3; risk of flooding during extreme weather events. 

Effect significance  ++/- --/+ 
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SEA Topic 
Summary of Potential Impacts 

Alternative 1: Continue to safeguard wharf  Alternative 2: Release wharf from safeguarding  

Air Quality  Long-term, cumulative contribution to the improvement of 
air quality in London through a reduction in the transport of 
freight by road and therefore a reduction in emissions of 
NO2, PM10 and PM2.5 from vehicle exhausts; and 

 Localised increases in pollutants (including NO2, SO2, PM10 
and PM2.5) and dust emissions associated with exhaust 
emissions from construction and operation of the Wharf 
(wharf located within an AQMA) e.g. vessels berthing, 
mobile machinery within the facility and vehicles accessing 
the Wharf. 

 Long-term cumulative contribution to the reduction in air 
quality in London through the shift of freight transport by 
river to road and therefore increased emissions of NO2, 

PM10 and PM2.5; and 
 Localised increases in pollutants (including NO2, PM10 

and PM2.5) and dust emissions associated with 
construction activities and operation of a new 
development (wharf located within an AQMA). 

Effect significance  ++/ - -- 

Noise and Vibration  Localised, intermittent increases in noise and vibration 
disturbance to local residents and terrestrial and marine 
ecology; and 

 Potential for long-term, cumulative contribution to the 
reduction of traffic noise across London’s wider road 
network through the reduction of transportation of freight 
by road. 

 Localised intermittent increases in noise and vibration 
disturbances to local residents and terrestrial and marine 
ecology from new and different activity (construction and 
operation); and 

 Potential for long-term, cumulative contribution to the 
increase of traffic noise across London’s road network. 
Freight that may have been transported on the River is 
likely to be transported by road instead. 

Effect significance -/++  -- 

Transport, 
Navigation and 
Shipping 

 Long-term, cumulative reduction in congestion and 
pressure on London’s road network through the continued 
provision of the Wharf and associated infrastructure to 
promote river freight transport; and 

 Potential for localised, intermittent disruption to current 
navigation and shipping activities associated with an 
increase in freight being transported along the river and 
accessing the Wharf. 

 Permanent loss of valuable riverside infrastructure;  
 Long-term cumulative increase in congestion and 

pressure on London’s road network; and 
 Changes in safety risk brought about by change of use, 

for example, improved safety on the river from absence 
of vessels but increased volumes on local roads from 
new traffic movements (i.e. construction/operation traffic 
and displaced river trade). 

Effect significance ++/ - -- 

Townscape, 
Waterscape and 
Visual 

 No overall impact on the existing townscape, waterscape 
and visual setting of the Wharf and its surroundings; and 

 Continued use unlikely to affect the Greater Thames 
Estuary NCA.  

 

 Potential for permanent changes to the existing 
townscape, waterscape and visual setting of the Wharf 
and its surroundings, depending on design. E.g.  space 
restriction - residential development may exceed the 
height of surrounding buildings (i.e. to ensure financial 
viability and return); and 

 Potential for permanent changes to the Greater Thames 
Estuary NCA associated with construction and operation 
activities. 

Effect significance 0 ? 

Historic Environment  Potential for minor cumulative disturbance and damage to 
known archaeological assets (6 Grade II listed buildings 
within study area) through onward road traffic movements; 
and 

 Continued use unlikely to increase risk of disturbance and 
damage to unknown marine (if extension into River) and 
terrestrial (if developing new parts of the site) 
archaeological assets. 

 Potential for minor cumulative disturbance and damage 
to known archaeological assets (6 Grade II listed 
buildings within study area) through increased traffic 
movements; and 

 Risk of disturbance and damage to unknown 
archaeological assets through change of use and civil 
works establishing new development. 

Effect significance 0 0/? 

Safeguarding 
Recommendation 

The 2018 Review has recommended that the Orchard Wharf is retained as a safeguarded wharf. This recommendation is 
based on the following: 
 
 The site is viable and well located to serve central and inner London locations; 
 Berth characteristics are appropriate for barge traffic, which travels to the Wharf on the flood tide, mooring at or near high 

water; and 
 A marketing exercise for the site has established considerable demand from operators within and new to the Port of 

London for a range of bulk cargoes, particularly aggregates and containerised cargoes. 
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Current Use: Employment Use – Last cargo handled pre 1997. The site is in employment use with extensive warehouse type 

buildings but does not utilise water transport.  

Table 28 – Summary of the potential impacts of the development alternatives assessed for Priors Wharf  

SEA Topic 
Summary of Potential Impacts 

Alternative 1: Continue to safeguard wharf  Alternative 2: Release wharf from safeguarding  

Population and 
Health 

 The Wharf cannot be used for residential, commercial or 
industrial development to accommodate London’s growing 
population (long-term); 

 Potential for temporary disruption to residents north east of 
the site from ongoing freight transfer to road (depending 
on routes) but wider benefits from use of River to transport 
freight reducing road traffic;  

 Direct and indirect socio-economic benefits, for instance 
for local employment and to businesses; and 

 Long-term cumulative benefits to health from reducing 
emissions from road traffic (see Air Quality and Noise). 

 Residential development of the Wharf would provide 
housing for London’s growing population and  contribute 
to the provision of housing to help meet increasing 
demand; 

 Potential for indirect effects (e.g. nuisance, pollution, 
safety risks, congestion) from increased road traffic used 
to carry freight (i.e. in absence of Wharf) to local 
residents and sensitive receptors; 

 Disruption (e.g. posed by construction traffic 
movements; additional vehicles visits when operational) 
to local residents associated with increased population 
from new residential development; and 

 Direct and indirect benefits to local employment and 
business related to redevelopment of wharf for 
residential, commercial or alternative industrial use. 

Effect significance  +/ - ++/ - 

Biodiversity, Flora 
and Fauna 

 Potential for cumulative spread of INNS from vessels, but 
low probability;  

 Potential for disturbance to the River Thames SINC; and 
 Potential for cumulative increased river traffic to affect 

migratory fish species, including European smelt a feature 
of the Upper Thames and Swanscombe rMCZs. 

 Potential for indirect impact from new development 
(depending on new use) upon the FOCI and broad-scale 
habitats of the Upper Thames and Swanscombe rMCZs;  

 Potential for disturbance to the River Thames SINC; and 
 Loss, damage or disturbance to terrestrial and marine 

ecology within and adjacent to the River Thames from 
new development and its activities. 

Effect significance  - -- 

Estuarine Processes 
and Water Quality 

 Accidental spills and leaks of materials and hazardous 
substances (e.g. oils and greases, fuels, construction 
materials, sewage, and grey water) from vessels and 
freight handling facilities; 

 Re-suspension and deposition of suspended sediments if 
any capital works on the riverbed are required as part of 
modification/retrofit or extension/expansion of freight 
handling facilities; 

 Re-suspension and dispersion of contaminated sediment if 
any capital works on the Riverbed were required (as 
above);  

 As a result of the above, potential impact on the ecological 
and chemical status of the Thames Middle transitional 
waterbody; and 

 Potential indirect changes to estuarine morphology and 
hydrodynamic processes through installation of new wharf 
infrastructure (e.g. jetties or dolphins). The significance of 
this will vary depending on the extent of change to the 
Wharf. 

 Accidental spills and leaks of materials and hazardous 
substances (e.g. construction materials, fuel, sewage, 
contaminated water) from civil works to establish new 
development; 

 Re-suspension and deposition of suspended sediments 
(e.g. smothering effect) assuming significant work as 
mentioned above is required; 

 Re-suspension and dispersion of contaminated sediment 
assuming demolition and construction is required;  

 As a result of the above, potential impact on the 
ecological and chemical status of the Thames Middle 
transitional waterbody; and 

 Potential changes to estuarine morphology and 
hydrodynamic processes (e.g. increased sedimentation) 
through installation of new infrastructure. 

Effect significance  - - 

Climate Change  Long-term, cumulative reduction in GHG emissions 
through the modal shift of freight transport from road to 
river; 

 Reduction in the level of protection from existing flood 
defence structures, depending on the extent of 
modification or expansion to the Wharf;  

 Increase in the level of protection from existing and new 
flood defence structures, when enhanced or strengthened 
alongside Wharf modification/expansion; and 

 Wharf located within/adjacent to Flood Risk Zones 2 and 
3; risk of flooding during extreme weather events. 

 Long-term and cumulative increase in GHG emissions if 
freight is transported by road instead of the river; 

 Reduction in the level of protection from existing flood 
defence structures, depending on the extent of the 
development of the facility replacing the Wharf;  

 Increase in the level of protection from existing and new 
flood defence structures, depending on the extent of how 
the new development is protected; and 

 Wharf located within/adjacent to Flood Risk Zones 2 and 
3; risk of flooding during extreme weather events. 

Effect significance  ++/- --/+ 
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SEA Topic 
Summary of Potential Impacts 

Alternative 1: Continue to safeguard wharf  Alternative 2: Release wharf from safeguarding  

Air Quality  Long-term, cumulative contribution to the improvement of 
air quality in London through a reduction in the transport of 
freight by road and therefore a reduction in emissions of 
NO2, PM10 and PM2.5 from vehicle exhausts; and 

 Localised increases in pollutants (including NO2, SO2, PM10 
and PM2.5) and dust emissions associated with exhaust 
emissions from construction and operation of the Wharf 
(wharf located adjacent to an AQMA) e.g. vessels 
berthing, mobile machinery within the facility and vehicles 
accessing the Wharf. 

 Long-term cumulative contribution to the reduction in air 
quality in London through the shift of freight transport by 
river to road and therefore increased emissions of NO2, 

PM10 and PM2.5; and 
 Localised increases in pollutants (including NO2, PM10 

and PM2.5) and dust emissions associated with 
construction activities and operation of a new 
development (wharf located adjacent to an AQMA). 

Effect significance  ++/ - -- 

Noise and Vibration  Localised, intermittent increases in noise and vibration 
disturbance to local residents and terrestrial and marine 
ecology; and 

 Potential for long-term, cumulative contribution to the 
reduction of traffic noise across London’s road network 
through the reduction of transportation of freight by road. 

 Localised intermittent increases in noise and vibration 
disturbances to local residents and terrestrial and marine 
ecology; and 

 Potential for long-term, cumulative contribution to the 
increase of traffic noise across London’s road network. 
Freight that may have been transported by river will 
instead be transported by road. 

Effect significance -/++  - 

Transport, 
Navigation and 
Shipping 

 Long-term, cumulative reduction in congestion and 
pressure on London’s road network through the continued 
provision of the Wharf and associated infrastructure to 
promote river freight transport; and 

 Potential for localised, intermittent disruption to current 
navigation and shipping activities associated with an 
increase in freight being transported along the river and 
accessing the Wharf. 

 Permanent loss of valuable riverside infrastructure;  
 Long-term cumulative increase in congestion and 

pressure on London’s road network; and 
 Changes in safety risk brought about by change of use, 

for example, improved safety on the river from absence 
of vessels but increased volumes on local roads from 
new traffic movements (i.e. construction/operation traffic 
and displaced river trade). 

Effect significance ++/ - -- 

Townscape, 
Waterscape and 
Visual 

 No overall impact on the existing townscape, waterscape 
and visual setting of the Wharf and its surroundings; and 

 Continued use unlikely to affect the Greater Thames 
Estuary and Inner London NCA.  

 

 Potential for permanent changes to the existing 
townscape, waterscape and visual setting of the Wharf 
and its surroundings, depending on design. E.g.  space 
restriction - residential development may exceed the 
height of surrounding buildings (i.e. to ensure financial 
viability and return); and 

 Potential for permanent changes to the Inner London or 
Greater Thames Estuary NCA associated with 
construction and operation activities. 

Effect significance 0 ? 

Historic Environment  Potential for minor cumulative disturbance and damage to 
known archaeological asset (1 Grade II listed building 
within study area) through onward road traffic movements; 
and 

 Continued use unlikely to increase risk of disturbance and 
damage to unknown archaeological assets. 

 Potential for minor cumulative disturbance and damage 
to known archaeological asset (1 Grade II listed building 
within study area) through increased traffic movements; 
and 

 Risk of disturbance and damage to unknown 
archaeological assets through change of use and civil 
works establishing new development. 

Effect significance 0 0/? 

Safeguarding 
Recommendation 

The 2018 Review has recommended that the Priors Wharf is released from safeguarding. This recommendation is based on 
the following: 
 
 The surplus capacity in north east London; 
 The site is less favourable than other wharves due to its location along Bow Creek and the presence of uses and extensive 

buildings on site, which were not designed to handle or accommodate riverborne cargo; and 
 There are alternative wharves within the sub-region with more favourable conditions. 
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Current Use: Metal recycling by road – Local arisings from within Newham and adjoining boroughs are transported by toad to 

Tilbury. Last cargo handled by water pre 1997.  

Table 29 – Summary of the potential impacts of the development alternatives assessed for Mayer Parry Wharf  

SEA Topic 
Summary of Potential Impacts 

Alternative 1: Continue to safeguard wharf  Alternative 2: Release wharf from safeguarding  

Population and 
Health 

 The Wharf cannot be used for residential, commercial or 
industrial development to accommodate London’s growing 
population (long-term); 

 Potential for temporary disruption to residents north east of 
the site from ongoing freight transfer to road (depending 
on routes) but wider benefits from use of river to transport 
freight reducing road traffic;  

 Direct and indirect socio-economic benefits to local 
employment and businesses; and 

 Long-term cumulative benefits to health from reducing 
emissions from road traffic (see Air Quality and Noise). 

 Residential development of the Wharf would provide 
housing for London’s growing population and  contribute 
to the provision of housing to help meet increasing 
demand; 

 Potential for indirect effects (e.g. nuisance, pollution, 
safety risks, congestion) from increased road traffic used 
to carry freight (i.e. in absence of Wharf) to local 
residents and sensitive receptors; 

 Disruption (e.g. posed by construction traffic 
movements; additional vehicles visits when operational) 
to local residents associated with increased population 
from new residential development; and 

 Direct and indirect benefits to local employment and 
business related to redevelopment of wharf for 
residential, commercial or alternative industrial use. 

Effect significance  +/ - ++/ - 

Biodiversity, Flora 
and Fauna 

 Potential for cumulative spread of INNS from vessels, but 
low probability;  

 Potential for disturbance to the River Thames SINC; and 
 Potential for cumulative increased river traffic to affect 

migratory fish species, including European smelt a feature 
of the Upper Thames and Swanscombe rMCZs. 

 Potential for indirect impact from new development 
(depending on new use) upon the FOCI and broad-scale 
habitats of the Upper Thames and Swanscombe rMCZs;  

 Potential for disturbance to the River Thames SINC; and 
 Loss, damage or disturbance to terrestrial and marine 

ecology within and adjacent to the River Thames from 
new development and its activities. 

Effect significance  - -- 

Estuarine Processes 
and Water Quality 

 Accidental spills and leaks of materials and hazardous 
substances (e.g. oils and greases, fuels, construction 
materials, sewage, and grey water) from vessels and 
freight handling facilities; 

 Re-suspension and deposition of suspended sediments if 
any capital works on the riverbed are required as part of 
modification/retrofit or extension/expansion of freight 
handling facilities; 

 Re-suspension and dispersion of contaminated sediment if 
any capital works on the Riverbed were required (as 
above);  

 As a result of the above, potential impact on the ecological 
and chemical status of the Thames Middle transitional 
waterbody; and 

 Potential indirect changes to estuarine morphology and 
hydrodynamic processes through installation of new wharf 
infrastructure (e.g. jetties or dolphins). The significance of 
this will vary depending on the extent of change to the 
Wharf. 

 Accidental spills and leaks of materials and hazardous 
substances (e.g. construction materials, fuel, sewage, 
contaminated water) from civil works to establish new 
development; 

 Re-suspension and deposition of suspended sediments 
(e.g. smothering effect) assuming significant work as 
mentioned above is required; 

 Re-suspension and dispersion of contaminated sediment 
assuming demolition and construction is required;  

 As a result of the above, potential impact on the 
ecological and chemical status of the Thames Middle 
transitional waterbody; and 

 Potential changes to estuarine morphology and 
hydrodynamic processes (e.g. increased sedimentation) 
through installation of new infrastructure. 

Effect significance  - - 

Climate Change  Long-term, cumulative reduction in GHG emissions 
through the modal shift of freight transport from road to 
river; 

 Reduction in the level of protection from existing flood 
defence structures, depending on the extent of 
modification or expansion to the Wharf;  

 Increase in the level of protection from existing and new 
flood defence structures, when enhanced or strengthened 
alongside Wharf modification/expansion; and 

 Wharf located within/adjacent to Flood Risk Zones 2 and 
3; risk of flooding during extreme weather events. 

 Long-term and cumulative increase in GHG emissions if 
freight is transported by road instead of the river; 

 Reduction in the level of protection from existing flood 
defence structures, depending on the extent of the 
development of the facility replacing the Wharf;  

 Increase in the level of protection from existing and new 
flood defence structures, depending on the extent of how 
the new development is protected; and 

 Wharf located within/adjacent to Flood Risk Zones 2 and 
3; risk of flooding during extreme weather events. 

Effect significance  ++/- --/+ 
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SEA Topic 
Summary of Potential Impacts 

Alternative 1: Continue to safeguard wharf  Alternative 2: Release wharf from safeguarding  

Air Quality  Long-term, cumulative contribution to the improvement of 
air quality in London through a reduction in the transport of 
freight by road and therefore a reduction in emissions of 
NO2, PM10 and PM2.5 from vehicle exhausts; and 

 Localised increases in pollutants (including NO2, SO2, PM10 
and PM2.5) and dust emissions associated with exhaust 
emissions from construction and operation of the Wharf 
(wharf located adjacent to an AQMA) e.g. vessels 
berthing, mobile machinery within the facility and vehicles 
accessing the Wharf. 

 Long-term cumulative contribution to the reduction in air 
quality in London through the shift of freight transport by 
river to road and therefore increased emissions of NO2, 

PM10 and PM2.5; and 
 Localised increases in pollutants (including NO2, PM10 

and PM2.5) and dust emissions associated with 
construction activities and operation of a new 
development (wharf located adjacent to an AQMA). 

Effect significance  ++/ - -- 

Noise and Vibration  Localised, intermittent increases in noise and vibration 
disturbance to local residents and terrestrial and marine 
ecology;  

 Potential impact on the NIA in the study area associated 
with increased activity at the Wharf; and 

 Potential for long-term, cumulative contribution to the 
reduction of traffic noise across London’s road network 
through the reduction of transportation of freight by road. 

 Localised intermittent increases in noise and vibration 
disturbances to local residents and terrestrial and marine 
ecology; 

 Potential impact on the NIA in the study area associated 
with new development; and 

 Potential for long-term, cumulative contribution to the 
increase of traffic noise across London’s road network. 
Freight that may have been transported by river will 
instead be transported by road. 

Effect significance -/++  - 

Transport, 
Navigation and 
Shipping 

 Long-term, cumulative reduction in congestion and 
pressure on London’s road network through the continued 
provision of the Wharf and associated infrastructure to 
promote river freight transport; and 

 Potential for localised, intermittent disruption to current 
navigation and shipping activities associated with an 
increase in freight being transported along the river and 
accessing the Wharf. 

 Permanent loss of valuable riverside infrastructure;  
 Long-term cumulative increase in congestion and 

pressure on London’s road network; and 
 Changes in safety risk brought about by change of use, 

for example, improved safety on the river from absence 
of vessels but increased volumes on local roads from 
new traffic movements (i.e. construction/operation traffic 
and displaced river trade). 

Effect significance ++/ - -- 

Townscape, 
Waterscape and 
Visual 

 No overall impact on the existing townscape, waterscape 
and visual setting of the Wharf and its surroundings; and 

 Continued use unlikely to affect the Greater Thames 
Estuary and Inner London NCA.  

 

 Potential for permanent changes to the existing 
townscape, waterscape and visual setting of the Wharf 
and its surroundings, depending on design. E.g.  space 
restriction - residential development may exceed the 
height of surrounding buildings (i.e. to ensure financial 
viability and return); and 

 Potential for permanent changes to the Greater Thames 
Estuary and Inner London NCA associated with 
construction and operation activities. 

Effect significance 0 ? 

Historic Environment  Potential for minor cumulative disturbance and damage to 
known archaeological asset (4 Grade II listed buildings 
within study area) through onward road traffic movements; 
and 

 Continued use unlikely to increase risk of disturbance and 
damage to unknown marine (if extension into River) and 
terrestrial (if developing new parts of the site) 
archaeological assets. 

 Potential for minor cumulative disturbance and damage 
to known archaeological asset (4 Grade II listed 
buildings within study area) through increased traffic 
movements; and 

 Risk of disturbance and damage to unknown 
archaeological assets through change of use and civil 
works establishing new development. 

Effect significance 0 0/? 

Safeguarding 
Recommendation 

The 2018 Review has recommended that the Mayor Parry Wharf is released from safeguarding. This recommendation is 
based on the following: 
 
 The surplus capacity of wharves in north east London; 
 The site is less favourable than other wharves due to its location along Bow Creek and the associated navigational issues 

limiting the dimensions of the barges required to transport the heavy bulk cargo handled at the Wharf; and 
 There are alternative wharves within the sub-region with more favourable conditions. 
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Current Use: Aggregates – Construction, excavation and demolition waste; and project cargoes. ASD distribute steel products by 

road.  

Table 30 – Summary of the potential impacts of the development alternatives assessed for Thames Wharf  

SEA Topic 
Summary of Potential Impacts 

Alternative 1: Continue to safeguard wharf  Alternative 2: Release wharf from safeguarding  

Population and 
Health 

 The Wharf cannot be used for residential, commercial or 
industrial development to accommodate London’s growing 
population (long-term); 

 Potential for temporary disruption to residents in the 
properties located above Victoria Dock Road and the 
A1011 from ongoing freight transfer to road (depending on 
routes) but wider benefits from use of river to transport 
freight reducing road traffic;  

 Direct and indirect socio-economic benefits to local 
employment and businesses; and 

 Long-term cumulative benefits to health from reducing 
emissions from road traffic (see Air Quality and Noise). 

 Residential development of the Wharf would provide 
housing for London’s growing population and  contribute 
to the provision of housing to help meet increasing 
demand; 

 Potential for indirect effects (e.g. nuisance, pollution, 
safety risks, congestion) from increased road traffic used 
to carry freight (i.e. in absence of Wharf) to local 
residents and sensitive receptors; 

 Disruption (e.g. posed by construction traffic 
movements; additional vehicles visits when operational) 
to local residents above Victoria Dock Road and the 
A1011 associated with increased population from new 
residential development; and 

 Direct and indirect benefits to local employment and 
business related to redevelopment of wharf for 
residential, commercial or alternative industrial use. 

Effect significance  ++/ - ++/ - 

Biodiversity, Flora 
and Fauna 

 Potential for cumulative spread of INNS from vessels, but 
low probability;  

 Potential for disturbance to the River Thames SINC; and 
 Potential for cumulative increased river traffic to affect 

migratory fish species, including European smelt a feature 
of the Upper Thames and Swanscombe rMCZs. 

 Potential for indirect impact from new development 
(depending on new use) upon the FOCI and broad-scale 
habitats of the Upper Thames and Swanscombe rMCZs;  

 Potential for disturbance to the River Thames SINC; and 
 Loss, damage or disturbance to terrestrial and marine 

ecology within and adjacent to the River Thames from 
new development and its activities. 

Effect significance  - -- 

Estuarine Processes 
and Water Quality 

 Accidental spills and leaks of materials and hazardous 
substances (e.g. oils and greases, fuels, construction 
materials, sewage, and grey water) from vessels and 
freight handling facilities; 

 Re-suspension and deposition of suspended sediments if 
any capital works on the riverbed are required as part of 
modification/retrofit or extension/expansion of freight 
handling facilities; 

 Re-suspension and dispersion of contaminated sediment if 
any capital works on the Riverbed were required (as 
above);  

 As a result of the above, potential impact on the ecological 
and chemical status of the Thames Middle transitional 
waterbody; and 

 Potential indirect changes to estuarine morphology and 
hydrodynamic processes through installation of new wharf 
infrastructure (e.g. jetties or dolphins). The significance of 
this will vary depending on the extent of change to the 
Wharf. 

 Accidental spills and leaks of materials and hazardous 
substances (e.g. construction materials, fuel, sewage, 
contaminated water) from civil works to establish new 
development; 

 Re-suspension and deposition of suspended sediments 
(e.g. smothering effect) assuming significant work as 
mentioned above is required; 

 Re-suspension and dispersion of contaminated sediment 
assuming demolition and construction is required;  

 As a result of the above, potential impact on the 
ecological and chemical status of the Thames Middle 
transitional waterbody; and 

 Potential changes to estuarine morphology and 
hydrodynamic processes (e.g. increased sedimentation) 
through installation of new infrastructure. 

Effect significance  - - 

Climate Change  Long-term, cumulative reduction in GHG emissions 
through the modal shift of freight transport from road to 
river; 

 Reduction in the level of protection from existing flood 
defence structures, depending on the extent of 
modification or expansion to the Wharf;  

 Increase in the level of protection from existing and new 
flood defence structures, when enhanced or strengthened 
alongside Wharf modification/expansion; and 

 Wharf located within/adjacent to Flood Risk Zones 2 and 
3; risk of flooding during extreme weather events. 

 Long-term and cumulative increase in GHG emissions if 
freight is transported by road instead of the river; 

 Reduction in the level of protection from existing flood 
defence structures, depending on the extent of the 
development of the facility replacing the Wharf;  

 Increase in the level of protection from existing and new 
flood defence structures, depending on the extent of how 
the new development is protected; and 

 Wharf located within/adjacent to Flood Risk Zones 2 and 
3; risk of flooding during extreme weather events. 
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SEA Topic 
Summary of Potential Impacts 

Alternative 1: Continue to safeguard wharf  Alternative 2: Release wharf from safeguarding  

Effect significance  ++/- --/+ 

Air Quality  Long-term, cumulative contribution to the improvement of 
air quality in London through a reduction in the transport of 
freight by road and therefore a reduction in emissions of 
NO2, PM10 and PM2.5 from vehicle exhausts; and 

 Localised increases in pollutants (including NO2, SO2, PM10 
and PM2.5) and dust emissions associated with exhaust 
emissions from construction and operation of the Wharf 
(wharf located adjacent to an AQMA) e.g. vessels 
berthing, mobile machinery within the facility and vehicles 
accessing the Wharf. 

 Long-term cumulative contribution to the reduction in air 
quality in London through the shift of freight transport by 
river to road and therefore increased emissions of NO2, 

PM10 and PM2.5; and 
 Localised increases in pollutants (including NO2, PM10 

and PM2.5) and dust emissions associated with 
construction activities and operation of a new 
development (wharf located adjacent to an AQMA). 

Effect significance  ++/ - -- 

Noise and Vibration  Localised, intermittent increases in noise and vibration 
disturbance to local residents and terrestrial and marine 
ecology; and 

 Potential for long-term, cumulative contribution to the 
reduction of traffic noise across London’s road network 
through the reduction of transportation of freight by road. 

 Localised intermittent increases in noise and vibration 
disturbances to local residents and terrestrial and marine 
ecology, from new and different activity (construction 
and operation); and 

 Potential for long-term, cumulative contribution to the 
increase of traffic noise across London’s road network. 
Freight that may have been transported on the River is 
likely to be transported by road instead. 

Effect significance -/++  - 

Transport, 
Navigation and 
Shipping 

 Long-term, cumulative reduction in congestion and 
pressure on London’s road network through the continued 
provision of the Wharf and associated infrastructure to 
promote river freight transport; and 

 Potential for localised, intermittent disruption to current 
navigation and shipping activities associated with an 
increase in freight being transported along the river and 
accessing the Wharf. 

 Permanent loss of valuable riverside infrastructure;  
 Long-term cumulative increase in congestion and 

pressure on London’s road network; and 
 Changes in safety risk brought about by change of use, 

for example, improved safety on the river from absence 
of vessels but increased volumes on local roads from 
new traffic movements (i.e. construction/operation traffic 
and displaced river trade). 

Effect significance ++/ - -- 

Townscape, 
Waterscape and 
Visual 

 No overall impact on the existing townscape, waterscape 
and visual setting of the Wharf and its surroundings; and 

 Continued use unlikely to affect the Greater Thames 
Estuary NCA.  

 

 Potential for permanent changes to the existing 
townscape, waterscape and visual setting of the Wharf 
and its surroundings, depending on design. E.g.  space 
restriction - residential development may exceed the 
height of surrounding buildings (i.e. to ensure financial 
viability and return);  

 Potential for permanent changes to the Greater Thames 
Estuary NCA associated with construction and operation 
activities; and 

 Impacts will depend on future design.  

Effect significance 0 ? 

Historic Environment  Potential for minor cumulative disturbance and damage to 
known archaeological assets (5 Grade II listed buildings 
within study area) through onward road traffic movements; 
and 

 Continued use unlikely to increase risk of disturbance and 
damage to unknown marine (if extension into River) and 
terrestrial (if developing new parts of the site) 
archaeological assets. 

 Potential for minor cumulative disturbance and damage 
to known archaeological assets (5 Grade II listed 
buildings within study area) through increased traffic 
movements; and 

 Risk of disturbance and damage to unknown 
archaeological assets through change of use and new 
development. 

Effect significance 0 0/? 

Safeguarding 
Recommendation 

The 2018 Review has recommended that the Thames Wharf is retained as a safeguarded wharf if the Silvertown tunnel 
scheme does not proceed. This recommendation is based on the following: 
 
 If the Silvertown tunnel scheme does proceed, the Wharf will be released from safeguarding if capacity is consolidated 

elsewhere in Thameside West; and 
 The site is in active use, in an industrial area and has capacity to meet a range of needs. 
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Current Use: Vacant – Now in PLA ownership with permission for aggregate handling and related processes.  

Table 31 – Summary of the potential impacts of the development alternatives assessed for Peruvian Wharf  

SEA Topic 
Summary of Potential Impacts 

Alternative 1: Continue to safeguard wharf  Alternative 2: Release wharf from safeguarding  

Population and 
Health 

 The Wharf cannot be used for residential, commercial or 
industrial development to accommodate London’s growing 
population (long-term); 

 Potential for temporary disruption to residents in the 
properties located north of North Woolwich Road from 
ongoing freight transfer to road (depending on routes) but 
wider benefits from use of river to transport freight 
reducing road traffic;  

 Direct and indirect socio-economic benefits, for instance 
for local employment and to businesses; and 

 Long-term cumulative benefits to health from reducing 
emissions from road traffic (see Air Quality and Noise). 

 Residential development of the Wharf would provide 
housing for London’s growing population and  contribute 
to the provision of housing to help meet increasing 
demand; 

 Potential for indirect effects (e.g. nuisance, pollution, 
safety risks, congestion) from increased road traffic used 
to carry freight (i.e. in absence of Wharf) to local 
residents and sensitive receptors; 

 Disruption (e.g. posed by construction traffic 
movements; additional vehicles visits when operational) 
to local residents north of North Woolwich Road 
associated with increased population from new 
residential development; and 

 Direct and indirect benefits to local employment and 
business related to redevelopment of wharf for 
residential, commercial or alternative industrial use. 

Effect significance  ++/ - ++/ - 

Biodiversity, Flora 
and Fauna 

 Potential for cumulative spread of INNS from vessels, but 
low probability;  

 Potential for disturbance to the River Thames SINC; and 
 Potential for cumulative increased river traffic to affect 

migratory fish species, including European smelt a feature 
of the Upper Thames and Swanscombe rMCZs. 

 Potential for indirect impact from new development 
(depending on new use) upon the FOCI and broad-scale 
habitats of the Upper Thames and Swanscombe rMCZs;  

 Potential for disturbance to the River Thames SINC; and 
 Loss, damage or disturbance to terrestrial and marine 

ecology within and adjacent to the River Thames from 
new development and its activities. 

Effect significance  - -- 

Estuarine Processes 
and Water Quality 

 Accidental spills and leaks of materials and hazardous 
substances (e.g. oils and greases, fuels, construction 
materials, sewage, and grey water) from vessels and 
freight handling facilities; 

 Re-suspension and deposition of suspended sediments if 
any capital works on the riverbed are required as part of 
modification/retrofit or extension/expansion of freight 
handling facilities; 

 Re-suspension and dispersion of contaminated sediment if 
any capital works on the Riverbed were required (as 
above);  

 As a result of the above, potential impact on the ecological 
and chemical status of the Thames Middle transitional 
waterbody; and 

 Potential indirect changes to estuarine morphology and 
hydrodynamic processes through installation of new wharf 
infrastructure (e.g. jetties or dolphins). The significance of 
this will vary depending on the extent of change to the 
Wharf. 

 Accidental spills and leaks of materials and hazardous 
substances (e.g. construction materials, fuel, sewage, 
contaminated water) from civil works to establish new 
development; 

 Re-suspension and deposition of suspended sediments 
(e.g. smothering effect) assuming significant work as 
mentioned above is required; 

 Re-suspension and dispersion of contaminated sediment 
assuming demolition and construction is required;  

 As a result of the above, potential impact on the 
ecological and chemical status of the Thames Middle 
transitional waterbody; and 

 Potential changes to estuarine morphology and 
hydrodynamic processes (e.g. increased sedimentation) 
through installation of new infrastructure. 

Effect significance  - - 

Climate Change  Long-term, cumulative reduction in GHG emissions 
through the modal shift of freight transport from road to 
river; 

 Reduction in the level of protection from existing flood 
defence structures, depending on the extent of 
modification or expansion to the Wharf;  

 Increase in the level of protection from existing and new 
flood defence structures, when enhanced or strengthened 
alongside Wharf modification/expansion; and 

 Wharf located within Flood Risk Zone 3; risk of flooding 
during extreme weather events. 

 Long-term and cumulative increase in GHG emissions if 
freight is transported by road instead of the river; 

 Reduction in the level of protection from existing flood 
defence structures, depending on the extent of the 
development of the facility replacing the Wharf;  

 Increase in the level of protection from existing and new 
flood defence structures, depending on the extent of how 
the new development is protected; and 

 Wharf located within Flood Risk Zone 3; risk of flooding 
during extreme weather events. 

Effect significance  ++/- --/+ 
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SEA Topic 
Summary of Potential Impacts 

Alternative 1: Continue to safeguard wharf  Alternative 2: Release wharf from safeguarding  

Air Quality  Long-term, cumulative contribution to the improvement of 
air quality in London through a reduction in the transport of 
freight by road and therefore a reduction in emissions of 
NO2, PM10 and PM2.5 from vehicle exhausts; and 

 Localised increases in pollutants (including NO2, SO2, PM10 
and PM2.5) and dust emissions associated with exhaust 
emissions from construction and operation of the Wharf 
e.g. vessels berthing, mobile machinery within the facility 
and vehicles accessing the Wharf. 

 Long-term cumulative contribution to the reduction in air 
quality in London through the shift of freight transport by 
river to road and therefore increased emissions of NO2, 

PM10 and PM2.5; and 
 Localised increases in pollutants (including NO2, PM10 

and PM2.5) and dust emissions associated with 
construction activities and operation of a new 
development. 

Effect significance  ++/ - -- 

Noise and Vibration  Localised, intermittent increases in noise and vibration 
disturbance to local residents and terrestrial and marine 
ecology;  

 Potential impact on the NIA in the study area associated 
with increased activity at the Wharf; and 

 Potential for long-term, cumulative contribution to the 
reduction of traffic noise across London’s road network 
through the reduction of transportation of freight by road. 

 Localised intermittent increases in noise and vibration 
disturbances to local residents and terrestrial and marine 
ecology;  

 Potential impact on the NIA in the study area associated 
with new development; and 

 Potential for long-term, cumulative contribution to the 
increase of traffic noise across London’s road network. 
Freight that may have been transported by river will 
instead be transported by road. 

Effect significance -/++  - 

Transport, 
Navigation and 
Shipping 

 Long-term, cumulative reduction in congestion and 
pressure on London’s road network through the continued 
provision of the Wharf and associated infrastructure to 
promote river freight transport; and 

 Potential for localised, intermittent disruption to current 
navigation and shipping activities associated with an 
increase in freight being transported along the river and 
accessing the Wharf. 

 Permanent loss of valuable riverside infrastructure;  
 Long-term cumulative increase in congestion and 

pressure on London’s road network; and 
 Changes in safety risk brought about by change of use, 

for example, improved safety on the river from absence 
of vessels but increased volumes on local roads from 
new traffic movements (i.e. construction/operation traffic 
and displaced river trade). 

Effect significance ++/ - -- 

Townscape, 
Waterscape and 
Visual 

 No overall impact on the existing townscape, waterscape 
and visual setting of the Wharf and its surroundings; and 

 Continued use unlikely to affect the Greater Thames 
Estuary NCA.  

 

 Potential for permanent changes to the existing 
townscape, waterscape and visual setting of the Wharf 
and its surroundings, depending on design. E.g.  space 
restriction - residential development may exceed the 
height of surrounding buildings (i.e. to ensure financial 
viability and return);  

 Potential for permanent changes to the Greater Thames 
Estuary NCA associated with construction and operation 
activities; and 

 Impacts will depend on future design.  

Effect significance 0 ? 

Historic Environment  Potential for minor cumulative disturbance and damage to 
known archaeological assets (1 Grade II listed building 
within study area) through onward road traffic movements; 
and 

 Continued use unlikely to increase risk of disturbance and 
damage to unknown archaeological assets. 

 Potential for minor cumulative disturbance and damage 
to known archaeological assets (1 Grade II listed 
building within study area) through increased traffic 
movements; and 

 Risk of disturbance and damage to unknown 
archaeological assets through change of use and new 
development. 

Effect significance 0 0/? 

Safeguarding 
Recommendation 

The 2018 Review has recommended that the Peruvian Wharf is retained as a safeguarded wharf. This recommendation is 
based on the following: 
 
 The site is viable, within an industrial area and retains flexibility to meet a range of operational needs; 
 Recent permission has been implemented for use as an aggregates wharf; 
 Close to other freight sites, including wharves, so is generally compatible with surrounding land uses; and 
 The berth’s length, nearby deep water and east of navigational access enables the berthing of sea-going vessels at or near 

high water. 
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Current Use: Vacant – Last cargo handled pre-1997.  

Table 31A – Summary of the potential impacts of the development alternatives assessed for Royal Primrose Wharf  

SEA Topic 
Summary of Potential Impacts 

Alternative 1: Safeguarding is applied to wharf  Alternative 2: The Wharf is not safeguarded  

Population and 
Health 

 The Wharf cannot be used for residential, commercial or 
industrial development to accommodate London’s growing 
population (long-term); 

 Potential for temporary disruption to residents in the 
properties located north of North Woolwich Road from 
ongoing freight transfer to road (depending on routes) but 
wider benefits from use of river to transport freight 
reducing road traffic;  

 Direct and indirect socio-economic benefits to local 
employment and businesses; and 

 Long-term cumulative benefits to health from reducing 
emissions from road traffic (see Air Quality and Noise). 

 Residential development of the Wharf would provide 
housing for London’s growing population and  contribute 
to the provision of dwellings to help meet increasing 
demand; 

 Potential for indirect effects (e.g. nuisance, pollution, 
safety risks, congestion) from increased road traffic used 
to carry freight (i.e. in absence of Wharf) to local 
residents and sensitive receptors; 

 Disruption (e.g. posed by construction traffic 
movements; additional vehicles visits when operational) 
to local residents north of North Woolwich Road 
associated with increased population from new 
residential development; and 

 Direct and indirect benefits to local employment and 
business related to redevelopment of wharf for 
residential, commercial or alternative industrial use. 

Effect significance  ++/ - ++/ - 

Biodiversity, Flora 
and Fauna 

 Potential for cumulative spread of INNS from vessels, but 
low probability;  

 Potential for disturbance to the River Thames SINC; and 
 Potential for cumulative increased river traffic to affect 

migratory fish species, including European smelt a feature 
of the Upper Thames and Swanscombe rMCZs. 

 Potential for indirect impact from new development 
(depending on new use) upon the FOCI and broad-scale 
habitats of the Upper Thames and Swanscombe rMCZs;  

 Potential for disturbance to the River Thames SINC; and 
 Loss, damage or disturbance to terrestrial and marine 

ecology within and adjacent to the River Thames from 
new development and its activities. 

Effect significance  - -- 

Estuarine Processes 
and Water Quality 

 Accidental spills and leaks of materials and hazardous 
substances (e.g. oils and greases, fuels, construction 
materials, sewage, and grey water) from vessels and 
freight handling facilities; 

 Re-suspension and deposition of suspended sediments if 
any capital works on the riverbed are required as part of 
modification/retrofit or extension/expansion of freight 
handling facilities; 

 Re-suspension and dispersion of contaminated sediment if 
any capital works on the Riverbed were required (as 
above);  

 As a result of the above, potential impact on the ecological 
and chemical status of the Thames Middle transitional 
waterbody; and 

 Potential indirect changes to estuarine morphology and 
hydrodynamic processes through installation of new wharf 
infrastructure (e.g. jetties or dolphins). The significance of 
this will vary depending on the extent of change to the 
Wharf. 

 Accidental spills and leaks of materials and hazardous 
substances (e.g. construction materials, fuel, sewage, 
contaminated water) from civil works to establish new 
development; 

 Re-suspension and deposition of suspended sediments 
(e.g. smothering effect) assuming significant work as 
mentioned above is required; 

 Re-suspension and dispersion of contaminated sediment 
assuming demolition and construction is required;  

 As a result of the above, potential impact on the 
ecological and chemical status of the Thames Middle 
transitional waterbody; and 

 Potential changes to estuarine morphology and 
hydrodynamic processes (e.g. increased sedimentation) 
through installation of new infrastructure. 

Effect significance  - - 

Climate Change  Long-term, cumulative reduction in GHG emissions 
through the modal shift of freight transport from road to 
river; 

 Reduction in the level of protection from existing flood 
defence structures, depending on the extent of 
modification or expansion to the Wharf;  

 Increase in the level of protection from existing and new 
flood defence structures, when enhanced or strengthened 
alongside Wharf modification/expansion; and 

 Wharf located within Flood Risk Zone 3; risk of flooding 
during extreme weather events. 

 Long-term and cumulative increase in GHG emissions if 
freight is transported by road instead of the river; 

 Reduction in the level of protection from existing flood 
defence structures, depending on the extent of the 
development of the facility replacing the Wharf;  

 Increase in the level of protection from existing and new 
flood defence structures, depending on the extent of how 
the new development is protected; and 

 Wharf located within Flood Risk Zone 3; risk of flooding 
during extreme weather events. 

Effect significance  ++/- --/+ 



 

SAFEGUARDED WHARVES REVIEW WSP 
Project No.: 70039219 | Our Ref No.: 70039219_ER App 2 February 2018 
Greater London Authority Page 21 of 83 

SEA Topic 
Summary of Potential Impacts 

Alternative 1: Safeguarding is applied to wharf  Alternative 2: The Wharf is not safeguarded  

Air Quality  Long-term, cumulative contribution to the improvement of 
air quality in London through a reduction in the transport of 
freight by road and therefore a reduction in emissions of 
NO2, PM10 and PM2.5 from vehicle exhausts; and 

 Localised increases in pollutants (including NO2, SO2, PM10 
and PM2.5) and dust emissions associated with exhaust 
emissions from construction and operation of the Wharf 
e.g. vessels berthing, mobile machinery within the facility 
and vehicles accessing the Wharf. 

 Long-term cumulative contribution to the reduction in air 
quality in London through the shift of freight transport by 
river to road and therefore increased emissions of NO2, 

PM10 and PM2.5; and 
 Localised increases in pollutants (including NO2, PM10 

and PM2.5) and dust emissions associated with 
construction activities and operation of a new 
development. 

Effect significance  ++/ - -- 

Noise and Vibration  Localised, intermittent increases in noise and vibration 
disturbance to local residents and terrestrial and marine 
ecology; 

 Potential impact on the NIA in the study area associated 
with increased activity at the Wharf; and 

 Potential for long-term, cumulative contribution to the 
reduction of traffic noise across London’s road network 
through the reduction of transportation of freight by road. 

 Localised intermittent increases in noise and vibration 
disturbances to local residents and terrestrial and marine 
ecology;  

 Potential impact on the NIA in the study area associated 
with new development; and 

 Potential for long-term, cumulative contribution to the 
increase of traffic noise across London’s road network. 
Freight that may have been transported by River are 
likely to be transported by road instead. 

Effect significance -/++  - 

Transport, 
Navigation and 
Shipping 

 Long-term, cumulative reduction in congestion and 
pressure on London’s road network through the continued 
provision of the Wharf and associated infrastructure to 
promote river freight transport; and 

 Potential for localised, intermittent disruption to current 
navigation and shipping activities associated with an 
increase in freight being transported along the river and 
accessing the Wharf. 

 Permanent loss of valuable riverside infrastructure;  
 Long-term cumulative increase in congestion and 

pressure on London’s road network; and 
 Changes in safety risk brought about by change of use, 

for example, improved safety on the river from absence 
of vessels but increased volumes on local roads from 
new traffic movements (i.e. construction/operation traffic 
and displaced river trade). 

Effect significance ++/ - -- 

Townscape, 
Waterscape and 
Visual 

 No overall impact on the existing townscape, waterscape 
and visual setting of the Wharf and its surroundings; and 

 Continued use unlikely to affect the Greater Thames 
Estuary NCA.  

 

 Potential for permanent changes to the existing 
townscape, waterscape and visual setting of the Wharf 
and its surroundings, depending on design. E.g.  space 
restriction - residential development may exceed the 
height of surrounding buildings (i.e. to ensure financial 
viability and return); and 

 Potential for permanent changes to the Inner London 
NCA associated with construction and operation 
activities. 

Effect significance 0 ? 

Historic Environment  Potential for minor cumulative disturbance and damage to 
known archaeological assets (1 Grade II listed building 
within study area) through onward road traffic movements; 
and 

 Continued use unlikely to increase risk of disturbance and 
damage to unknown archaeological assets. 

 Potential for minor cumulative disturbance and damage 
to known archaeological assets (1 Grade II listed 
building within study area) through increased traffic 
movements; and 

 Risk of disturbance and damage to unknown 
archaeological assets through change of use and new 
development. 

Effect significance 0 0/? 

Safeguarding 
Recommendation 

The 2018 Review has recommended that the Royal Primrose Wharf is protected as a safeguarded wharf. This 
recommendation is based on the following: 
 
 The site is viable, within an industrial area and retains flexibility to meet a range of operational needs; 
 The site is of particular value in the consolidation of wharves in Thameside West, particularly in view of the Silvertown 

Tunnel Scheme; and 
 There are substantial modal shift benefits, providing river access to the substantial concrete batching plant landward of the 

Wharf. 
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Current Use: Vacant – Last cargo handled c.2001.  

Table 32 – Summary of the potential impacts of the development alternatives assessed for Manhattan Wharf  

SEA Topic 
Summary of Potential Impacts 

Alternative 1: Continue to safeguard wharf  Alternative 2: Release wharf from safeguarding  

Population and 
Health 

 The Wharf cannot be used for residential, commercial or 
industrial development to accommodate London’s growing 
population (long-term); 

 Potential for temporary disruption to residents in the 
properties located north of North Woolwich Road from 
ongoing freight transfer to road (depending on routes) but 
wider benefits from use of river to transport freight 
reducing road traffic;  

 Direct and indirect socio-economic benefits to local 
employment and businesses; and 

 Long-term cumulative benefits to health from reducing 
emissions from road traffic (see Air Quality and Noise). 

 Residential development of the Wharf would provide 
housing for London’s growing population and  contribute 
to the provision of housing to help meet increasing 
demand; 

 Potential for indirect effects (e.g. nuisance, pollution, 
safety risks, congestion) from increased road traffic used 
to carry freight (i.e. in absence of Wharf) to local 
residents and sensitive receptors; 

 Disruption (e.g. posed by construction traffic 
movements; additional vehicles visits when operational) 
to local residents north of North Woolwich Road 
associated with increased population from new 
residential development; and 

 Direct and indirect benefits to local employment and 
business related to redevelopment of wharf for 
residential, commercial or alternative industrial use.. 

Effect significance  ++/ - ++/ - 

Biodiversity, Flora 
and Fauna 

 Potential for cumulative spread of INNS from vessels, but 
low probability;  

 Potential for disturbance to the River Thames SINC; and 
 Potential for cumulative increased river traffic to affect 

migratory fish species, including European smelt a feature 
of the Upper Thames and Swanscombe rMCZs. 

 Potential for indirect impact from new development 
(depending on new use) upon the FOCI and broad-scale 
habitats of the Upper Thames and Swanscombe rMCZs;  

 Potential for disturbance to the River Thames SINC; and 
 Loss, damage or disturbance to terrestrial and marine 

ecology within and adjacent to the River Thames from 
new development and its activities. 

Effect significance  - -- 

Estuarine Processes 
and Water Quality 

 Accidental spills and leaks of materials and hazardous 
substances (e.g. oils and greases, fuels, construction 
materials, sewage, and grey water) from vessels and 
freight handling facilities; 

 Re-suspension and deposition of suspended sediments if 
any capital works on the riverbed are required as part of 
modification/retrofit or extension/expansion of freight 
handling facilities; 

 Re-suspension and dispersion of contaminated sediment if 
any capital works on the Riverbed were required (as 
above);  

 As a result of the above, potential impact on the ecological 
and chemical status of the Thames Middle transitional 
waterbody; and 

 Potential indirect changes to estuarine morphology and 
hydrodynamic processes through installation of new wharf 
infrastructure (e.g. jetties or dolphins). The significance of 
this will vary depending on the extent of change to the 
Wharf. 

 Accidental spills and leaks of materials and hazardous 
substances (e.g. construction materials, fuel, sewage, 
contaminated water) from civil works to establish new 
development; 

 Re-suspension and deposition of suspended sediments 
(e.g. smothering effect) assuming significant work as 
mentioned above is required; 

 Re-suspension and dispersion of contaminated sediment 
assuming demolition and construction is required;  

 As a result of the above, potential impact on the 
ecological and chemical status of the Thames Middle 
transitional waterbody; and 

 Potential changes to estuarine morphology and 
hydrodynamic processes (e.g. increased sedimentation) 
through installation of new infrastructure. 

Effect significance  - - 

Climate Change  Long-term, cumulative reduction in GHG emissions 
through the modal shift of freight transport from road to 
river; 

 Reduction in the level of protection from existing flood 
defence structures, depending on the extent of 
modification or expansion to the Wharf;  

 Increase in the level of protection from existing and new 
flood defence structures, when enhanced or strengthened 
alongside Wharf modification/expansion; and 

 Wharf located within Flood Risk Zone 3; risk of flooding 
during extreme weather events. 

 Long-term and cumulative increase in GHG emissions if 
freight is transported by road instead of the river; 

 Reduction in the level of protection from existing flood 
defence structures, depending on the extent of the 
development of the facility replacing the Wharf;  

 Increase in the level of protection from existing and new 
flood defence structures, depending on the extent of how 
the new development is protected; and 

 Wharf located within Flood Risk Zone 3; risk of flooding 
during extreme weather events. 

Effect significance  ++/- --/+ 
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SEA Topic 
Summary of Potential Impacts 

Alternative 1: Continue to safeguard wharf  Alternative 2: Release wharf from safeguarding  

Air Quality  Long-term, cumulative contribution to the improvement of 
air quality in London through a reduction in the transport of 
freight by road and therefore a reduction in emissions of 
NO2, PM10 and PM2.5 from vehicle exhausts; and 

 Localised increases in pollutants (including NO2, SO2, PM10 
and PM2.5) and dust emissions associated with exhaust 
emissions from construction and operation of the Wharf 
e.g. vessels berthing, mobile machinery within the facility 
and vehicles accessing the Wharf. 

 Long-term cumulative contribution to the reduction in air 
quality in London through the shift of freight transport by 
river to road and therefore increased emissions of NO2, 

PM10 and PM2.5; and 
 Localised increases in pollutants (including NO2, PM10 

and PM2.5) and dust emissions associated with 
construction activities and operation of a new 
development. 

Effect significance  ++/ - -- 

Noise and Vibration  Localised, intermittent increases in noise and vibration 
disturbance to local residents and terrestrial and marine 
ecology; 

 Potential impact on the NIA in the study area associated 
with increased activity at the Wharf; and 

 Potential for long-term, cumulative contribution to the 
reduction of traffic noise across London’s road network 
through the reduction of transportation of freight by road. 

 Localised intermittent increases in noise and vibration 
disturbances to local residents and terrestrial and marine 
ecology;  

 Potential impact on the NIA in the study area associated 
with new development; and 

 Potential for long-term, cumulative contribution to the 
increase of traffic noise across London’s road network. 
Freight that may have been transported by river will 
instead be transported by road. 

Effect significance -/++  - 

Transport, 
Navigation and 
Shipping 

 Long-term, cumulative reduction in congestion and 
pressure on London’s road network through the continued 
provision of the Wharf and associated infrastructure to 
promote river freight transport; and 

 Potential for localised, intermittent disruption to current 
navigation and shipping activities associated with an 
increase in freight being transported along the river and 
accessing the Wharf. 

 Permanent loss of valuable riverside infrastructure;  
 Long-term cumulative increase in congestion and 

pressure on London’s road network; and 
 Changes in safety risk brought about by change of use, 

for example, improved safety on the river from absence 
of vessels but increased volumes on local roads from 
new traffic movements (i.e. construction/operation traffic 
and displaced river trade). 

Effect significance ++/ - -- 

Townscape, 
Waterscape and 
Visual 

 No overall impact on the existing townscape, waterscape 
and visual setting of the Wharf and its surroundings; and 

 Continued use unlikely to affect the Greater Thames 
Estuary NCA.  

 

 Potential for permanent changes to the existing 
townscape, waterscape and visual setting of the Wharf 
and its surroundings, depending on design. E.g.  space 
restriction - residential development may exceed the 
height of surrounding buildings (i.e. to ensure financial 
viability and return); and 

 Potential for permanent changes to the Greater Thames 
Estuary NCA associated with construction and operation 
activities. 

Effect significance 0 ? 

Historic Environment  Continued use unlikely to increase risk of disturbance and 
damage to unknown archaeological assets. 

 Risk of disturbance and damage to unknown 
archaeological assets through change of use and civil 
works establishing new development. 

Effect significance 0 ? 

Safeguarding 
Recommendation 

The 2018 Review has recommended that the Manhattan Wharf is retained as a safeguarded wharf if wharf consolidation does 
not proceed. This recommendation is based on the following: 
 
 If the Silvertown tunnel scheme does proceed the Wharf will be released from safeguarding, following new safeguarding at 

Royal Primrose Wharf; 
 The site is viable, within an industrial area and retains flexibility to meet a range of needs; and 
 Berth characteristics are appropriate for barge traffic which travels to the Wharf on the flood tide, mooring at or near high 

water. 
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Current Use: Vacant – Last cargo handled c. 2007.  

Table 33 – Summary of the potential impacts of the development alternatives assessed for Sunshine Wharf  

SEA Topic 
Summary of Potential Impacts 

Alternative 1: Continue to safeguard wharf  Alternative 2: Release wharf from safeguarding  

Population and 
Health 

 The Wharf cannot be used for residential, commercial or 
industrial development to accommodate London’s growing 
population (long-term); 

 Potential for temporary disruption to residents in the 
properties located north of North Woolwich Road from 
ongoing freight transfer to road (depending on routes) but 
wider benefits from use of river to transport freight 
reducing road traffic;  

 Direct and indirect benefits to local employment and 
businesses; and 

 Long-term cumulative benefits to health from reducing 
emissions from road traffic (see Air Quality and Noise). 

 Residential development of the Wharf would provide 
housing for London’s growing population and  contribute 
to the provision of housing to help meet increasing 
demand; 

 Potential for indirect effects (e.g. nuisance, pollution, 
safety risks, congestion) from increased road traffic used 
to carry freight (i.e. in absence of Wharf) to local 
residents and sensitive receptors; 

 Disruption (e.g. posed by construction traffic 
movements; additional vehicles visits when operational) 
to local residents north of North Woolwich Road 
associated with increased population from new 
residential development; and 

 Direct and indirect benefits to local employment and 
business related to redevelopment of wharf for 
residential, commercial or alternative industrial use. 

Effect significance  ++/ - ++/ - 

Biodiversity, Flora 
and Fauna 

 Potential for cumulative spread of INNS from vessels, but 
low probability;  

 Potential for disturbance to the River Thames SINC; and 
 Potential for cumulative increased river traffic to affect 

migratory fish species, including European smelt a feature 
of the Upper Thames and Swanscombe rMCZs. 

 Potential for indirect impact from new development 
(depending on new use) upon the FOCI and broad-scale 
habitats of the Upper Thames and Swanscombe rMCZs;  

 Potential for disturbance to the River Thames SINC; and 
 Loss, damage or disturbance to terrestrial and marine 

ecology within and adjacent to the River Thames from 
new development and its activities. 

Effect significance  - -- 

Estuarine Processes 
and Water Quality 

 Accidental spills and leaks of materials and hazardous 
substances (e.g. oils and greases, fuels, construction 
materials, sewage, and grey water) from vessels and 
freight handling facilities; 

 Re-suspension and deposition of suspended sediments if 
any capital works on the riverbed are required as part of 
modification/retrofit or extension/expansion of freight 
handling facilities; 

 Re-suspension and dispersion of contaminated sediment if 
any capital works on the Riverbed were required (as 
above);  

 As a result of the above, potential impact on the ecological 
and chemical status of the Thames Middle transitional 
waterbody; and 

 Potential indirect changes to estuarine morphology and 
hydrodynamic processes through installation of new wharf 
infrastructure (e.g. jetties or dolphins). The significance of 
this will vary depending on the extent of change to the 
Wharf. 

 Accidental spills and leaks of materials and hazardous 
substances (e.g. construction materials, fuel, sewage, 
contaminated water) from civil works to establish new 
development; 

 Re-suspension and deposition of suspended sediments 
(e.g. smothering effect) assuming significant work as 
mentioned above is required; 

 Re-suspension and dispersion of contaminated sediment 
assuming demolition and construction is required;  

 As a result of the above, potential impact on the 
ecological and chemical status of the Thames Middle 
transitional waterbody; and 

 Potential changes to estuarine morphology and 
hydrodynamic processes (e.g. increased sedimentation) 
through installation of new infrastructure. 

Effect significance  - - 

Climate Change  Long-term, cumulative reduction in GHG emissions 
through the modal shift of freight transport from road to 
river; 

 Reduction in the level of protection from existing flood 
defence structures, depending on the extent of 
modification or expansion to the Wharf;  

 Increase in the level of protection from existing and new 
flood defence structures, when enhanced or strengthened 
alongside Wharf modification/expansion; and 

 Wharf located within Flood Risk Zone 3; risk of flooding 
during extreme weather events. 

 Long-term and cumulative increase in GHG emissions if 
freight is transported by road instead of the river; 

 Reduction in the level of protection from existing flood 
defence structures, depending on the extent of the 
development of the facility replacing the Wharf;  

 Increase in the level of protection from existing and new 
flood defence structures, depending on the extent of how 
the new development is protected; and 

 Wharf located within Flood Risk Zone 3; risk of flooding 
during extreme weather events. 

Effect significance  ++/- --/+ 
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SEA Topic 
Summary of Potential Impacts 

Alternative 1: Continue to safeguard wharf  Alternative 2: Release wharf from safeguarding  

Air Quality  Long-term, cumulative contribution to the improvement of 
air quality in London through a reduction in the transport of 
freight by road and therefore a reduction in emissions of 
NO2, PM10 and PM2.5 from vehicle exhausts; and 

 Localised increases in pollutants (including NO2, SO2, PM10 
and PM2.5) and dust emissions associated with exhaust 
emissions from construction and operation of the Wharf 
e.g. vessels berthing, mobile machinery within the facility 
and vehicles accessing the Wharf. 

 Long-term cumulative contribution to the reduction in air 
quality in London through the shift of freight transport by 
river to road and therefore increased emissions of NO2, 

PM10 and PM2.5; and 
 Localised increases in pollutants (including NO2, PM10 

and PM2.5) and dust emissions associated with 
construction activities and operation of a new 
development. 

Effect significance  ++/ - -- 

Noise and Vibration  Localised, intermittent increases in noise and vibration 
disturbance to local residents and terrestrial and marine 
ecology; 

 Potential impact on the NIA in the study area associated 
with increased activity at the Wharf; and 

 Potential for long-term, cumulative contribution to the 
reduction of traffic noise across London’s road network 
through the reduction of transportation of freight by road. 

 Localised intermittent increases in noise and vibration 
disturbances to local residents and terrestrial and marine 
ecology;  

 Potential impact on the NIAs in the study area 
associated with new development; and 

 Potential for long-term, cumulative contribution to the 
increase of traffic noise across London’s road network. 
Freight that may have been transported by river will 
instead be transported by road. 

Effect significance -/++  - 

Transport, 
Navigation and 
Shipping 

 Long-term, cumulative reduction in congestion and 
pressure on London’s road network through the continued 
provision of the Wharf and associated infrastructure to 
promote river freight transport; and 

 Potential for localised, intermittent disruption to current 
navigation and shipping activities associated with an 
increase in freight being transported along the river and 
accessing the Wharf. 

 Permanent loss of valuable riverside infrastructure;  
 Long-term cumulative increase in congestion and 

pressure on London’s road network; and 
 Changes in safety risk brought about by change of use, 

for example, improved safety on the river from absence 
of vessels but increased volumes on local roads from 
new traffic movements (i.e. construction/operation traffic 
and displaced river trade). 

Effect significance ++/ - -- 

Townscape, 
Waterscape and 
Visual 

 No overall impact on the existing townscape, waterscape 
and visual setting of the Wharf and its surroundings; and 

 Continued use unlikely to affect the Greater Thames 
Estuary NCA.  

 Potential for permanent changes to the existing 
townscape, waterscape and visual setting of the Wharf 
and its surroundings, depending on design. E.g.  space 
restriction - residential development may exceed the 
height of surrounding buildings (i.e. to ensure financial 
viability and return); and 

 Potential for permanent changes to the Greater Thames 
Estuary NCA associated with construction and operation 
activities. 

Effect significance 0 ? 

Historic Environment  Potential for minor cumulative disturbance and damage to 
known archaeological assets (1 Grade II listed building 
within study area) through onward road traffic movements; 
and 

 Continued use unlikely to increase risk of disturbance and 
damage to unknown archaeological assets. 

 Potential for minor cumulative disturbance and damage 
to known archaeological assets (1 Grade II listed 
building within study area) through increased traffic 
movements; and 

 Risk of disturbance and damage to unknown 
archaeological assets through change of use and new 
development. 

Effect significance 0 0/? 

Safeguarding 
Recommendation 

The 2018 Review has recommended that the Sunshine Wharf is retained as a safeguarded wharf if wharf consolidation does 
not proceed. This recommendation is based on the following: 
 
 If the Silvertown tunnel scheme does proceed the Wharf will be released from safeguarding, following new safeguarding at 

Royal Primrose Wharf; 
 The site is viable, within an industrial area and retains flexibility to meet a range of needs; and 
 Berth characteristics are appropriate for barge traffic which travels to the Wharf on the flood tide, mooring at or near high 

water. 
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Current Use: Sugar (raw and refined) – Site is operational as the largest cane sugar refinery in Europe utilising the main jetty for 

importing cane sugar together with exports of refined sugar.  

Table 34 – Summary of the potential impacts of the development alternatives assessed for Thames Refinery Wharf  

SEA Topic 
Summary of Potential Impacts 

Alternative 1: Continue to safeguard wharf  Alternative 2: Release wharf from safeguarding  

Population and 
Health 

 The Wharf cannot be used for residential, commercial or 
industrial development to accommodate London’s growing 
population (long-term); 

 Potential for temporary disruption to residents in the 
properties located north of the A112 from ongoing freight 
transfer to road (depending on routes) but wider benefits 
from use of river to transport freight reducing road traffic;  

 Direct and indirect benefits to local employment and 
businesses;  

 Long-term cumulative benefits to health from reducing 
emissions from road traffic (see Air Quality and Noise); 
and 

 Odour impacts for local residents if continued use as a 
sugar cane refinery. 

 Residential development of the Wharf would provide 
housing for London’s growing population and  contribute 
to the provision of housing to help meet increasing 
demand; 

 Potential for indirect effects (e.g. nuisance, pollution, 
safety risks, congestion) from increased road traffic used 
to carry freight (i.e. in absence of Wharf) to local 
residents and sensitive receptors; 

 Disruption (e.g. posed by construction traffic 
movements; additional vehicles visits when operational) 
to local residents north of the A112 associated with 
increased population from new residential development; 
and 

 Direct and indirect benefits to local employment and 
business related to redevelopment of wharf for 
residential, commercial or alternative industrial use. 

Effect significance  ++/ - ++/ - 

Biodiversity, Flora 
and Fauna 

 Potential for cumulative spread of INNS from vessels, but 
low probability;  

 Potential for disturbance to the River Thames SINC; and 
 Potential for cumulative increased river traffic to affect 

migratory fish species, including European smelt a feature 
of the Upper Thames and Swanscombe rMCZs. 

 Potential for indirect impact from new development 
(depending on new use) upon the FOCI and broad-scale 
habitats of the Upper Thames and Swanscombe rMCZs;  

 Potential for disturbance to the River Thames SINC; and 
 Loss, damage or disturbance to terrestrial and marine 

ecology within and adjacent to the River Thames from 
new development and its activities. 

Effect significance  - -- 

Estuarine Processes 
and Water Quality 

 Accidental spills and leaks of materials and hazardous 
substances (e.g. oils and greases, fuels, construction 
materials, sewage, and grey water) from vessels and 
freight handling facilities; 

 Re-suspension and deposition of suspended sediments if 
any capital works on the riverbed are required as part of 
modification/retrofit or extension/expansion of freight 
handling facilities; 

 Re-suspension and dispersion of contaminated sediment if 
any capital works on the Riverbed were required (as 
above);  

 As a result of the above, potential impact on the ecological 
and chemical status of the Thames Middle transitional 
waterbody; and 

 Potential indirect changes to estuarine morphology and 
hydrodynamic processes through installation of new wharf 
infrastructure (e.g. jetties or dolphins). The significance of 
this will vary depending on the extent of change to the 
Wharf. 

 Accidental spills and leaks of materials and hazardous 
substances (e.g. construction materials, fuel, sewage, 
contaminated water) from civil works to establish new 
development; 

 Re-suspension and deposition of suspended sediments 
(e.g. smothering effect) assuming significant work as 
mentioned above is required; 

 Re-suspension and dispersion of contaminated sediment 
assuming demolition and construction is required;  

 As a result of the above, potential impact on the 
ecological and chemical status of the Thames Middle 
transitional waterbody; and 

 Potential changes to estuarine morphology and 
hydrodynamic processes (e.g. increased sedimentation) 
through installation of new infrastructure. 

Effect significance  - - 

Climate Change  Long-term, cumulative reduction in GHG emissions 
through the modal shift of freight transport from road to 
river; 

 Reduction in the level of protection from existing flood 
defence structures, depending on the extent of 
modification or expansion to the Wharf;  

 Increase in the level of protection from existing and new 
flood defence structures, when enhanced or strengthened 
alongside Wharf modification/expansion; and 

 Wharf located within Flood Risk Zone 3; risk of flooding 
during extreme weather events. 

 Long-term and cumulative increase in GHG emissions if 
freight is transported by road instead of the river; 

 Reduction in the level of protection from existing flood 
defence structures, depending on the extent of the 
development of the facility replacing the Wharf;  

 Increase in the level of protection from existing and new 
flood defence structures, depending on the extent of how 
the new development is protected; and 

 Wharf located within Flood Risk Zone 3; risk of flooding 
during extreme weather events. 
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SEA Topic 
Summary of Potential Impacts 

Alternative 1: Continue to safeguard wharf  Alternative 2: Release wharf from safeguarding  

Effect significance  ++/- --/+ 

Air Quality  Long-term, cumulative contribution to the improvement of 
air quality in London through a reduction in the transport of 
freight by road and therefore a reduction in emissions of 
NO2, PM10 and PM2.5 from vehicle exhausts; and 

 Localised increases in pollutants (including NO2, SO2, PM10 
and PM2.5) and dust emissions associated with exhaust 
emissions from construction and operation of the Wharf 
(wharf located near to an AQMA) e.g. vessels berthing, 
mobile machinery within the facility and vehicles accessing 
the Wharf. 

 Long-term cumulative contribution to the reduction in air 
quality in London through the shift of freight transport by 
river to road and therefore increased emissions of NO2, 

PM10 and PM2.5; and 
 Localised increases in pollutants (including NO2, PM10 

and PM2.5) and dust emissions associated with 
construction activities and operation of a new 
development (wharf located near to an AQMA). 

Effect significance  ++/ - -- 

Noise and Vibration  Localised, intermittent increases in noise and vibration 
disturbance to local residents and terrestrial and marine 
ecology; and 

 Potential for long-term, cumulative contribution to the 
reduction of traffic noise across London’s road network 
through the reduction of transportation of freight by road. 

 Localised intermittent increases in noise and vibration 
disturbances to local residents and terrestrial and marine 
ecology; and 

 Potential for long-term, cumulative contribution to the 
increase of traffic noise across London’s road network. 
Freight that may have been transported by river will 
instead be transported by road. 

Effect significance -/++  - 

Transport, 
Navigation and 
Shipping 

 Long-term, cumulative reduction in congestion and 
pressure on London’s road network through the continued 
provision of the Wharf and associated infrastructure to 
promote river freight transport; and 

 Potential for localised, intermittent disruption to current 
navigation and shipping activities associated with an 
increase in freight being transported along the river and 
accessing the Wharf. 

 Permanent loss of valuable riverside infrastructure;  
 Long-term cumulative increase in congestion and 

pressure on London’s road network; and 
 Changes in safety risk brought about by change of use, 

for example, improved safety on the river from absence 
of vessels but increased volumes on local roads from 
new traffic movements (i.e. construction/operation traffic 
and displaced river trade). 

Effect significance ++/ - -- 

Townscape, 
Waterscape and 
Visual 

 No overall impact on the existing townscape, waterscape 
and visual setting of the Wharf and its surroundings; and 

 Continued use unlikely to affect the Greater Thames 
Estuary NCA.  

 Potential for permanent changes to the existing 
townscape, waterscape and visual setting of the Wharf 
and its surroundings, depending on design. E.g.  space 
restriction - residential development may exceed the 
height of surrounding buildings (i.e. to ensure financial 
viability and return); and 

 Potential for permanent changes to the Greater Thames 
Estuary NCA associated with construction and operation 
activities. 

Effect significance 0 ? 

Historic Environment  Potential for minor cumulative disturbance and damage to 
known archaeological assets (1 Grade II and 1 Grade II* 
listed building within study area) through onward road 
traffic movements; and 

 Continued use unlikely to increase risk of disturbance and 
damage to unknown archaeological assets. 

 Potential for minor cumulative disturbance and damage 
to known archaeological assets (1 Grade II and 1 Grade 
II* listed building within study area) through increased 
traffic movements; and 

 Risk of disturbance and damage to unknown 
archaeological assets through change of use and new 
development. 

Effect significance 0/? 0/? 

Safeguarding 
Recommendation 

The 2018 Review has recommended that the Thames Refinery Wharf is retained as a safeguarded wharf. This 
recommendation is based on the following: 
 
 The site is in active use, within an industrial area and has infrastructure in place specifically to meet the current operator’s 

requirements; 
 The surrounding land uses are industrial so there are no conflicting land uses; and 
 The main jetty provides the deepest water at any wharf in Greater London; sufficient to accommodate very large bulk 

carriers. 
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Current Use: Road served storage – Last cargo handled c. 2007, no waterborne use.  

Table 35 – Summary of the potential impacts of the development alternatives assessed for Welbeck Wharf  

SEA Topic 
Summary of Potential Impacts 

Alternative 1: Continue to safeguard wharf  Alternative 2: Release wharf from safeguarding  

Population and 
Health 

 The Wharf cannot be used for residential, commercial or 
industrial development to accommodate London’s growing 
population (long-term); 

 Potential for temporary disruption to residents in the 
properties surrounding the northern side of the site from 
ongoing freight transfer to road (depending on routes) but 
wider benefits from use of river to transport freight 
reducing road traffic;  

 Direct and indirect benefits to local employment and 
businesses; and 

 Long-term cumulative benefits to health from reducing 
emissions from road traffic (see Air Quality and Noise). 

 Residential development of the Wharf would provide 
housing for London’s growing population and  contribute 
to the provision of housing to help meet increasing 
demand; 

 Potential for indirect effects (e.g. nuisance, pollution, 
safety risks, congestion) from increased road traffic used 
to carry freight (i.e. in absence of Wharf) to local 
residents and sensitive receptors; 

 Disruption (e.g. posed by construction traffic 
movements; additional vehicles visits when operational) 
to local residents associated with increased population 
from new residential development; and 

 Direct and indirect benefits to local employment and 
business related to redevelopment of wharf for 
residential, commercial or alternative industrial use. 

Effect significance  +/ - ++/ - 

Biodiversity, Flora 
and Fauna 

 Potential for cumulative spread of INNS from vessels, but 
low probability;  

 Potential for disturbance to the River Thames SINC; and 
 Potential for cumulative increased river traffic to affect 

migratory fish species, including European smelt a feature 
of the Upper Thames and Swanscombe rMCZs. 

 Potential for indirect impact from new development 
(depending on new use) upon the FOCI and broad-scale 
habitats of the Upper Thames and Swanscombe rMCZs;  

 Potential for disturbance to the River Thames SINC; and 
 Loss, damage or disturbance to terrestrial and marine 

ecology within and adjacent to the River Thames from 
new development and its activities. 

Effect significance  - -- 

Estuarine Processes 
and Water Quality 

 Accidental spills and leaks of materials and hazardous 
substances (e.g. oils and greases, fuels, construction 
materials, sewage, and grey water) from vessels and 
freight handling facilities; 

 Re-suspension and deposition of suspended sediments if 
any capital works on the riverbed are required as part of 
modification/retrofit or extension/expansion of freight 
handling facilities; 

 Re-suspension and dispersion of contaminated sediment if 
any capital works on the Riverbed were required (as 
above);  

 As a result of the above, potential impact on the ecological 
and chemical status of the Thames Middle transitional 
waterbody; and 

 Potential indirect changes to estuarine morphology and 
hydrodynamic processes through installation of new wharf 
infrastructure (e.g. jetties or dolphins). The significance of 
this will vary depending on the extent of change to the 
Wharf. 

 Accidental spills and leaks of materials and hazardous 
substances (e.g. construction materials, fuel, sewage, 
contaminated water) from civil works to establish new 
development; 

 Re-suspension and deposition of suspended sediments 
(e.g. smothering effect) assuming significant work as 
mentioned above is required; 

 Re-suspension and dispersion of contaminated sediment 
assuming demolition and construction is required;  

 As a result of the above, potential impact on the 
ecological and chemical status of the Thames Middle 
transitional waterbody; and 

 Potential changes to estuarine morphology and 
hydrodynamic processes (e.g. increased sedimentation) 
through installation of new infrastructure. 

Effect significance  - - 

Climate Change  Long-term, cumulative reduction in GHG emissions 
through the modal shift of freight transport from road to 
river; 

 Reduction in the level of protection from existing flood 
defence structures, depending on the extent of 
modification or expansion to the Wharf;  

 Increase in the level of protection from existing and new 
flood defence structures, when enhanced or strengthened 
alongside Wharf modification/expansion; and 

 Wharf located within Flood Risk Zone 3; risk of flooding 
during extreme weather events. 

 Long-term and cumulative increase in GHG emissions if 
freight is transported by road instead of the river; 

 Reduction in the level of protection from existing flood 
defence structures, depending on the extent of the 
development of the facility replacing the Wharf;  

 Increase in the level of protection from existing and new 
flood defence structures, depending on the extent of how 
the new development is protected; and 

 Wharf located within Flood Risk Zone 3; risk of flooding 
during extreme weather events. 

Effect significance  ++/- --/+ 

Air Quality  Long-term, cumulative contribution to the improvement of  Long-term cumulative contribution to the reduction in air 
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SEA Topic 
Summary of Potential Impacts 

Alternative 1: Continue to safeguard wharf  Alternative 2: Release wharf from safeguarding  

air quality in London through a reduction in the transport of 
freight by road and therefore a reduction in emissions of 
NO2, PM10 and PM2.5 from vehicle exhausts; and 

 Localised increases in pollutants (including NO2, SO2, PM10 
and PM2.5) and dust emissions associated with exhaust 
emissions from construction and operation of the Wharf 
(wharf located within an AQMA) e.g. vessels berthing, 
mobile machinery within the facility and vehicles accessing 
the Wharf. 

quality in London through the shift of freight transport by 
river to road and therefore increased emissions of NO2, 

PM10 and PM2.5; and 
 Localised increases in pollutants (including NO2, PM10 

and PM2.5) and dust emissions associated with 
construction activities and operation of a new 
development (wharf located within an AQMA). 

Effect significance  ++/ - -- 

Noise and Vibration  Localised, intermittent increases in noise and vibration 
disturbance to local residents and terrestrial and marine 
ecology;  

 Potential impact on the two NIAs in the study area 
associated with increased activity at the Wharf; and 

 Potential for long-term, cumulative contribution to the 
reduction of traffic noise across London’s road network 
through the reduction of transportation of freight by road. 

 Localised intermittent increases in noise and vibration 
disturbances to local residents and terrestrial and marine 
ecology;  

 Potential impact on the two NIAs in the study area 
associated with new development; and 

 Potential for long-term, cumulative contribution to the 
increase of traffic noise across London’s road network. 
Freight that may have been transported by river will 
instead be transported by road. 

Effect significance -/++  - 

Transport, 
Navigation and 
Shipping 

 Long-term, cumulative reduction in congestion and 
pressure on London’s road network through the continued 
provision of the Wharf and associated infrastructure to 
promote river freight transport; and 

 Potential for localised, intermittent disruption to current 
navigation and shipping activities associated with an 
increase in freight being transported along the river and 
accessing the Wharf. 

 Permanent loss of valuable riverside infrastructure;  
 Long-term cumulative increase in congestion and 

pressure on London’s road network; and 
 Changes in safety risk brought about by change of use, 

for example, improved safety on the river from absence 
of vessels but increased volumes on local roads from 
new traffic movements (i.e. construction/operation traffic 
and displaced river trade). 

Effect significance ++/ - -- 

Townscape, 
Waterscape and 
Visual 

 No overall impact on the existing townscape, waterscape 
and visual setting of the Wharf and its surroundings; and 

 Continued use unlikely to affect the Greater Thames 
Estuary NCA.  

 

 Potential for permanent changes to the existing 
townscape, waterscape and visual setting of the Wharf 
and its surroundings, depending on design. E.g.  space 
restriction - residential development may exceed the 
height of surrounding buildings (i.e. to ensure financial 
viability and return); and 

 Potential for permanent changes to the Greater Thames 
Estuary NCA associated with construction and operation 
activities. 

Effect significance 0 ? 

Historic Environment  Continued use unlikely to increase risk of disturbance and 
damage to unknown archaeological assets. 

 Risk of disturbance and damage to unknown 
archaeological assets through change of use and new 
development. 

Effect significance 0 ? 

Safeguarding 
Recommendation 

The 2018 Review has recommended that the Welbeck Wharf is released from safeguarding. This recommendation is based 
on the following: 
 
 There is a surplus capacity of wharves in north east London; 
 The site is less favourable than other wharves due to its navigational characteristics, its location further up the creek, the 

large site area and the presence of extensive specialist buildings on site; and 
 Marketing has shown no interest in the Wharf; there are alternative wharves within the sub-region with more favourable 

conditions. 
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Current Use: Metal recyclate – The Wharf handles approximately 6,000 tonnes per annum. Scrap processing takes place on site.  

Table 36 – Summary of the potential impacts of the development alternatives assessed for Alexander Wharf  

SEA Topic 
Summary of Potential Impacts 

Alternative 1: Safeguarding is applied to wharf  Alternative 2: The Wharf is not safeguarded  

Population and 
Health 

 The Wharf cannot be used for residential, commercial or 
industrial development to accommodate London’s growing 
population (long-term); 

 Potential for temporary disruption to residents north of the 
site from ongoing freight transfer to road (depending on 
routes) but wider benefits from use of river to transport 
freight reducing road traffic;  

 Direct and indirect benefits to local employment and 
businesses; and 

 Long-term cumulative benefits to health from reducing 
emissions from road traffic (see Air Quality and Noise). 

 Residential development of the Wharf would provide 
housing for London’s growing population and  contribute 
to the provision of housing to help meet increasing 
demand; 

 Potential for indirect effects (e.g. nuisance, pollution, 
safety risks, congestion) from increased road traffic used 
to carry freight (i.e. in absence of Wharf) to local 
residents and sensitive receptors; 

 Disruption (e.g. posed by construction traffic 
movements; additional vehicles visits when operational) 
to local residents associated with increased population 
from new residential development; and 

 Direct and indirect benefits to local employment and 
business related to redevelopment of wharf for 
residential, commercial or alternative industrial use. 

Effect significance  +/ - ++/ - 

Biodiversity, Flora 
and Fauna 

 Potential for cumulative spread of INNS from vessels, but 
low probability;  

 Potential for disturbance to the River Thames SINC; and 
 Potential for cumulative increased river traffic to affect 

migratory fish species, including European smelt a feature 
of the Upper Thames and Swanscombe rMCZs. 

 Potential for indirect impact from new development 
(depending on new use) upon the FOCI and broad-scale 
habitats of the Upper Thames and Swanscombe rMCZs;  

 Potential for disturbance to the River Thames SINC; and 
 Loss, damage or disturbance to terrestrial and marine 

ecology within and adjacent to the River Thames from 
new development and its activities. 

Effect significance  - -- 

Estuarine Processes 
and Water Quality 

 Accidental spills and leaks of materials and hazardous 
substances (e.g. oils and greases, fuels, construction 
materials, sewage, and grey water) from vessels and 
freight handling facilities; 

 Re-suspension and deposition of suspended sediments if 
any capital works on the riverbed are required as part of 
modification/retrofit or extension/expansion of freight 
handling facilities; 

 Re-suspension and dispersion of contaminated sediment if 
any capital works on the Riverbed were required (as 
above);  

 As a result of the above, potential impact on the ecological 
and chemical status of the Thames Middle transitional 
waterbody; and 

 Potential indirect changes to estuarine morphology and 
hydrodynamic processes through installation of new wharf 
infrastructure (e.g. jetties or dolphins). The significance of 
this will vary depending on the extent of change to the 
Wharf. 

 Accidental spills and leaks of materials and hazardous 
substances (e.g. construction materials, fuel, sewage, 
contaminated water) from civil works to establish new 
development; 

 Re-suspension and deposition of suspended sediments 
(e.g. smothering effect) assuming significant work as 
mentioned above is required; 

 Re-suspension and dispersion of contaminated sediment 
assuming demolition and construction is required;  

 As a result of the above, potential impact on the 
ecological and chemical status of the Thames Middle 
transitional waterbody; and 

 Potential changes to estuarine morphology and 
hydrodynamic processes (e.g. increased sedimentation) 
through installation of new infrastructure. 

Effect significance  - - 

Climate Change  Long-term, cumulative reduction in GHG emissions 
through the modal shift of freight transport from road to 
river; 

 Reduction in the level of protection from existing flood 
defence structures, depending on the extent of 
modification or expansion to the Wharf;  

 Increase in the level of protection from existing and new 
flood defence structures, when enhanced or strengthened 
alongside Wharf modification/expansion; and 

 Wharf located within Flood Risk Zone 3; risk of flooding 
during extreme weather events. 

 Long-term and cumulative increase in GHG emissions if 
freight is transported by road instead of the river; 

 Reduction in the level of protection from existing flood 
defence structures, depending on the extent of the 
development of the facility replacing the Wharf;  

 Increase in the level of protection from existing and new 
flood defence structures, depending on the extent of how 
the new development is protected; and 

 Wharf located within Flood Risk Zone 3; risk of flooding 
during extreme weather events. 

Effect significance  ++/- --/+ 

Air Quality  Long-term, cumulative contribution to the improvement of  Long-term cumulative contribution to the reduction in air 
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SEA Topic 
Summary of Potential Impacts 

Alternative 1: Safeguarding is applied to wharf  Alternative 2: The Wharf is not safeguarded  

air quality in London through a reduction in the transport of 
freight by road and therefore a reduction in emissions of 
NO2, PM10 and PM2.5 from vehicle exhausts; and 

 Localised increases in pollutants (including NO2, SO2, PM10 
and PM2.5) and dust emissions associated with exhaust 
emissions from construction and operation of the Wharf 
(wharf located within an AQMA) e.g. vessels berthing, 
mobile machinery within the facility and vehicles accessing 
the Wharf. 

quality in London through the shift of freight transport by 
river to road and therefore increased emissions of NO2, 

PM10 and PM2.5; and 
 Localised increases in pollutants (including NO2, PM10 

and PM2.5) and dust emissions associated with 
construction activities and operation of a new 
development (wharf located within an AQMA). 

Effect significance  ++/ - -- 

Noise and Vibration  Localised, intermittent increases in noise and vibration 
disturbance to local residents and terrestrial and marine 
ecology; 

 Potential for long-term, cumulative contribution to the 
reduction of traffic noise across London’s road network 
through the reduction of transportation of freight by road. 

 Localised intermittent increases in noise and vibration 
disturbances to local residents and terrestrial and marine 
ecology;  

 Potential for long-term, cumulative contribution to the 
increase of traffic noise across London’s road network. 
Freight that may have been transported by river will 
instead be transported by road. 

Effect significance -/++  - 

Transport, 
Navigation and 
Shipping 

 Long-term, cumulative reduction in congestion and 
pressure on London’s road network through the continued 
provision of the Wharf and associated infrastructure to 
promote river freight transport; and 

 Potential for localised, intermittent disruption to current 
navigation and shipping activities associated with an 
increase in freight being transported along the river and 
accessing the Wharf. 

 Permanent loss of valuable riverside infrastructure;  
 Long-term cumulative increase in congestion and 

pressure on London’s road network; and 
 Changes in safety risk brought about by change of use, 

for example, improved safety on the river from absence 
of vessels but increased volumes on local roads from 
new traffic movements (i.e. construction/operation traffic 
and displaced river trade). 

Effect significance ++/ - -- 

Townscape, 
Waterscape and 
Visual 

 No overall impact on the existing townscape, waterscape 
and visual setting of the Wharf and its surroundings; and 

 Continued use unlikely to affect the Greater Thames 
Estuary NCA.  

 

 Potential for permanent changes to the existing 
townscape, waterscape and visual setting of the Wharf 
and its surroundings, depending on design. E.g.  space 
restriction - residential development may exceed the 
height of surrounding buildings (i.e. to ensure financial 
viability and return); and 

 Potential for permanent changes to the Greater Thames 
Estuary NCA associated with construction and operation 
activities. 

Effect significance 0 ? 

Historic Environment  Continued use unlikely to increase risk of disturbance and 
damage to unknown archaeological assets. 

 Risk of disturbance and damage to unknown 
archaeological assets through change of use and new 
development. 

Effect significance 0 ? 

Safeguarding 
Recommendation 

The 2018 Review has recommended that the Alexander Wharf is protected as a safeguarded wharf. This recommendation is 
based on the following: 
 
 The site is viable, in active use, within an industrial area and retains flexibility to meet a range of operational needs; and 
 Berth characteristics make it appropriate for sea going vessels mooring or departing the berth at or near high water. 

 



 

SAFEGUARDED WHARVES REVIEW WSP 
Project No.: 70039219 | Our Ref No.: 70039219_ER App 2 February 2018 
Greater London Authority Page 37 of 83 

37 PINNS 

Environmental Constraints Map 

 

Aerial Image 

 



 

WSP SAFEGUARDED WHARVES REVIEW 
February 2018 Project No.: 70039219 | Our Ref No.: 70039219_ER App 2 
Page 38 of 83 Greater London Authority 

 

Current Use: Metal recyclate – The Wharf handles approximately 102,000 tonnes per annum. Scrap processing takes place on site.  

Table 37 – Summary of the potential impacts of the development alternatives assessed for Pinns Wharf  

SEA Topic 
Summary of Potential Impacts 

Alternative 1: Continue to safeguard wharf  Alternative 2: Release wharf from safeguarding  

Population and 
Health 

 The Wharf cannot be used for residential, commercial or 
industrial development to accommodate London’s growing 
population (long-term); 

 Potential for temporary disruption to residents in the 
properties located north of the site from ongoing freight 
transfer to road (depending on routes) but wider benefits 
from use of river to transport freight reducing road traffic;  

 Direct and indirect benefits to local employment and 
businesses; and 

 Long-term cumulative benefits to health from reducing 
emissions from road traffic (see Air Quality and Noise). 

 Residential development of the Wharf would provide 
housing for London’s growing population and  contribute 
to the provision of housing to help meet increasing 
demand; 

 Potential for indirect effects (e.g. nuisance, pollution, 
safety risks, congestion) from increased road traffic used 
to carry freight (i.e. in absence of Wharf) to local 
residents and sensitive receptors; 

 Disruption (e.g. posed by construction traffic 
movements; additional vehicles visits when operational) 
to local residents associated with increased population 
from new residential development; and 

 Direct and indirect benefits to local employment and 
business related to redevelopment of wharf for 
residential, commercial or alternative industrial use. 

Effect significance  +/ - ++/ - 

Biodiversity, Flora 
and Fauna 

 Potential for cumulative spread of INNS from vessels, but 
low probability;  

 Potential for disturbance to the River Thames SINC; and 
 Potential for cumulative increased river traffic to affect 

migratory fish species, including European smelt a feature 
of the Upper Thames and Swanscombe rMCZs. 

 Potential for indirect impact from new development 
(depending on new use) upon the FOCI and broad-scale 
habitats of the Upper Thames and Swanscombe rMCZs;  

 Potential for disturbance to the River Thames SINC; and 
 Loss, damage or disturbance to terrestrial and marine 

ecology within and adjacent to the River Thames from 
new development and its activities. 

Effect significance  - -- 

Estuarine Processes 
and Water Quality 

 Accidental spills and leaks of materials and hazardous 
substances (e.g. oils and greases, fuels, construction 
materials, sewage, and grey water) from vessels and 
freight handling facilities; 

 Re-suspension and deposition of suspended sediments if 
any capital works on the riverbed are required as part of 
modification/retrofit or extension/expansion of freight 
handling facilities; 

 Re-suspension and dispersion of contaminated sediment if 
any capital works on the Riverbed were required (as 
above);  

 As a result of the above, potential impact on the ecological 
and chemical status of the Thames Middle transitional 
waterbody; and 

 Potential indirect changes to estuarine morphology and 
hydrodynamic processes through installation of new wharf 
infrastructure (e.g. jetties or dolphins). The significance of 
this will vary depending on the extent of change to the 
Wharf. 

 Accidental spills and leaks of materials and hazardous 
substances (e.g. construction materials, fuel, sewage, 
contaminated water) from civil works to establish new 
development; 

 Re-suspension and deposition of suspended sediments 
(e.g. smothering effect) assuming significant work as 
mentioned above is required; 

 Re-suspension and dispersion of contaminated sediment 
assuming demolition and construction is required;  

 As a result of the above, potential impact on the 
ecological and chemical status of the Thames Middle 
transitional waterbody; and 

 Potential changes to estuarine morphology and 
hydrodynamic processes (e.g. increased sedimentation) 
through installation of new infrastructure. 

Effect significance  - - 

Climate Change  Long-term, cumulative reduction in GHG emissions 
through the modal shift of freight transport from road to 
river; 

 Reduction in the level of protection from existing flood 
defence structures, depending on the extent of 
modification or expansion to the Wharf;  

 Increase in the level of protection from existing and new 
flood defence structures, when enhanced or strengthened 
alongside Wharf modification/expansion; and 

 Wharf located within Flood Risk Zone 3; risk of flooding 
during extreme weather events. 

 Long-term and cumulative increase in GHG emissions if 
freight is transported by road instead of the river; 

 Reduction in the level of protection from existing flood 
defence structures, depending on the extent of the 
development of the facility replacing the Wharf;  

 Increase in the level of protection from existing and new 
flood defence structures, depending on the extent of how 
the new development is protected; and 

 Wharf located within Flood Risk Zone 3; risk of flooding 
during extreme weather events. 
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SEA Topic 
Summary of Potential Impacts 

Alternative 1: Continue to safeguard wharf  Alternative 2: Release wharf from safeguarding  

Effect significance  ++/- --/+ 

Air Quality  Long-term, cumulative contribution to the improvement of 
air quality in London through a reduction in the transport of 
freight by road and therefore a reduction in emissions of 
NO2, PM10 and PM2.5 from vehicle exhausts; and 

 Localised increases in pollutants (including NO2, SO2, PM10 
and PM2.5) and dust emissions associated with exhaust 
emissions from construction and operation of the Wharf 
(wharf located within an AQMA) e.g. vessels berthing, 
mobile machinery within the facility and vehicles accessing 
the Wharf. 

 Long-term cumulative contribution to the reduction in air 
quality in London through the shift of freight transport by 
river to road and therefore increased emissions of NO2, 

PM10 and PM2.5; and 
 Localised increases in pollutants (including NO2, PM10 

and PM2.5) and dust emissions associated with 
construction activities and operation of a new 
development (wharf located within an AQMA). 

Effect significance  ++/ - -- 

Noise and Vibration  Localised, intermittent increases in noise and vibration 
disturbance to local residents and terrestrial and marine 
ecology; and 

 Potential for long-term, cumulative contribution to the 
reduction of traffic noise across London’s road network 
through the reduction of transportation of freight by road. 

 Localised intermittent increases in noise and vibration 
disturbances to local residents and terrestrial and marine 
ecology; and 

 Potential for long-term, cumulative contribution to the 
increase of traffic noise across London’s road network. 
Freight that may have been transported by river will 
instead be transported by road. 

Effect significance -/++  - 

Transport, 
Navigation and 
Shipping 

 Long-term, cumulative reduction in congestion and 
pressure on London’s road network through the continued 
provision of the Wharf and associated infrastructure to 
promote river freight transport; and 

 Potential for localised, intermittent disruption to current 
navigation and shipping activities associated with an 
increase in freight being transported along the river and 
accessing the Wharf. 

 Permanent loss of valuable riverside infrastructure;  
 Long-term cumulative increase in congestion and 

pressure on London’s road network; and 
 Changes in safety risk brought about by change of use, 

for example, improved safety on the river from absence 
of vessels but increased volumes on local roads from 
new traffic movements (i.e. construction/operation traffic 
and displaced river trade). 

Effect significance ++/ - -- 

Townscape, 
Waterscape and 
Visual 

 No overall impact on the existing townscape, waterscape 
and visual setting of the Wharf and its surroundings; and 

 Continued use unlikely to affect the Greater Thames 
Estuary NCA.  

 

 Potential for permanent changes to the existing 
townscape, waterscape and visual setting of the Wharf 
and its surroundings, depending on design. E.g.  space 
restriction - residential development may exceed the 
height of surrounding buildings (i.e. to ensure financial 
viability and return); and 

 Potential for permanent changes to the Greater Thames 
Estuary NCA associated with construction and operation 
activities. 

Effect significance 0 ? 

Historic Environment  Continued use unlikely to increase risk of disturbance and 
damage to unknown archaeological assets. 

 Risk of disturbance and damage to unknown 
archaeological assets through change of use and new 
development. 

Effect significance 0 ? 

Safeguarding 
Recommendation 

The 2018 Review has recommended that the Pinns Wharf is retained as a safeguarded wharf. This recommendation is based 
on the following: 
 
 The site is in active use, within an industrial area and retains flexibility to meet a range of operational needs; and 
 Berth characteristics make it appropriate for seagoing vessels mooring or departing the berth at or near high water. 
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Current Use: Active - Construction, demolition and excavation waste, aggregates and project cargoes. 

Table 38 – Summary of the potential impacts of the development alternatives assessed for Steel Wharf  

SEA Topic 
Summary of Potential Impacts 

Alternative 1: Continue to safeguard wharf  Alternative 2: Release wharf from safeguarding  

Population and 
Health 

 The Wharf cannot be used for residential, commercial or 
industrial development to accommodate London’s growing 
population (long-term);  

 Direct and indirect benefits to local employment and 
businesses; and 

 Long-term cumulative benefits to health from reducing 
emissions from road traffic (see Air Quality and Noise). 

 Residential development of the Wharf would provide 
housing for London’s growing population and  contribute 
to the provision of housing to help meet increasing 
demand, however the site may not be suitable as the 
surrounding land is predominantly industrial; 

 Potential for indirect effects (e.g. nuisance, pollution, 
safety risks, congestion) from increased road traffic used 
to carry freight; and 

 Direct and indirect benefits to local employment and 
business related to redevelopment of wharf for 
residential, commercial or alternative industrial use. 

Effect significance  +/ - - 

Biodiversity, Flora 
and Fauna 

 Potential for cumulative spread of INNS from vessels, but 
low probability;  

 Potential for disturbance to the River Thames SINC; and 
 Potential for cumulative increased river traffic to affect 

migratory fish species, including European smelt a feature 
of the Upper Thames and Swanscombe rMCZs. 

 Potential for indirect impact from new development 
(depending on new use) upon the FOCI and broad-scale 
habitats of the Upper Thames and Swanscombe rMCZs;  

 Potential for disturbance to the River Thames SINC; and 
 Loss, damage or disturbance to terrestrial and marine 

ecology within and adjacent to the River Thames from 
new development and its activities. 

Effect significance  - -- 

Estuarine Processes 
and Water Quality 

 Accidental spills and leaks of materials and hazardous 
substances (e.g. oils and greases, fuels, construction 
materials, sewage, and grey water) from vessels and 
freight handling facilities; 

 Re-suspension and deposition of suspended sediments if 
any capital works on the riverbed are required as part of 
modification/retrofit or extension/expansion of freight 
handling facilities; 

 Re-suspension and dispersion of contaminated sediment if 
any capital works on the Riverbed were required (as 
above);  

 As a result of the above, potential impact on the ecological 
and chemical status of the Thames Middle transitional 
waterbody; and 

 Potential indirect changes to estuarine morphology and 
hydrodynamic processes through installation of new wharf 
infrastructure (e.g. jetties or dolphins). The significance of 
this will vary depending on the extent of change to the 
Wharf. 

 Accidental spills and leaks of materials and hazardous 
substances (e.g. construction materials, fuel, sewage, 
contaminated water) from civil works to establish new 
development; 

 Re-suspension and deposition of suspended sediments 
(e.g. smothering effect) assuming significant work as 
mentioned above is required; 

 Re-suspension and dispersion of contaminated sediment 
assuming demolition and construction is required;  

 As a result of the above, potential impact on the 
ecological and chemical status of the Thames Middle 
transitional waterbody; and 

 Potential changes to estuarine morphology and 
hydrodynamic processes (e.g. increased sedimentation) 
through installation of new infrastructure. 

Effect significance  - - 

Climate Change  Long-term, cumulative reduction in GHG emissions 
through the modal shift of freight transport from road to 
river; 

 Reduction in the level of protection from existing flood 
defence structures, depending on the extent of 
modification or expansion to the Wharf;  

 Increase in the level of protection from existing and new 
flood defence structures, when enhanced or strengthened 
alongside Wharf modification/expansion; and 

 Wharf located within Flood Risk Zone 3; risk of flooding 
during extreme weather events. 

 Long-term and cumulative increase in GHG emissions if 
freight is transported by road instead of the river; 

 Reduction in the level of protection from existing flood 
defence structures, depending on the extent of the 
development of the facility replacing the Wharf;  

 Increase in the level of protection from existing and new 
flood defence structures, depending on the extent of how 
the new development is protected; and 

 Wharf located within Flood Risk Zone 3; risk of flooding 
during extreme weather events. 

Effect significance  ++/- --/+ 

Air Quality  Long-term, cumulative contribution to the improvement of 
air quality in London through a reduction in the transport of 
freight by road and therefore a reduction in emissions of 

 Long-term cumulative contribution to the reduction in air 
quality in London through the shift of freight transport by 
river to road and therefore increased emissions of NO2, 
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SEA Topic 
Summary of Potential Impacts 

Alternative 1: Continue to safeguard wharf  Alternative 2: Release wharf from safeguarding  

NO2, PM10 and PM2.5 from vehicle exhausts; and 
 Localised increases in pollutants (including NO2, SO2, PM10 

and PM2.5) and dust emissions associated with exhaust 
emissions from construction and operation of the Wharf 
(wharf located within an AQMA) e.g. vessels berthing, 
mobile machinery within the facility and vehicles accessing 
the Wharf. 

PM10 and PM2.5; and 
 Localised increases in pollutants (including NO2, PM10 

and PM2.5) and dust emissions associated with 
construction activities and operation of a new 
development (wharf located within an AQMA). 

Effect significance  ++/ - -- 

Noise and Vibration  Localised, intermittent increases in noise and vibration 
disturbance to terrestrial and marine ecology; and 

 Potential for long-term, cumulative contribution to the 
reduction of traffic noise across London’s road network 
through the reduction of transportation of freight by road. 

 Localised intermittent increases in noise and vibration 
disturbances to terrestrial and marine ecology; and 

 Potential for long-term, cumulative contribution to the 
increase of traffic noise across London’s road network. 
Freight that may have been transported by river will 
instead be transported by road. 

Effect significance -/++  - 

Transport, 
Navigation and 
Shipping 

 Long-term, cumulative reduction in congestion and 
pressure on London’s road network through the continued 
provision of the Wharf and associated infrastructure to 
promote river freight transport; and 

 Potential for localised, intermittent disruption to current 
navigation and shipping activities associated with an 
increase in freight being transported along the river and 
accessing the Wharf. 

 Permanent loss of valuable riverside infrastructure;  
 Long-term cumulative increase in congestion and 

pressure on London’s road network; and 
 Changes in safety risk brought about by change of use, 

for example, improved safety on the river from absence 
of vessels but increased volumes on local roads from 
new traffic movements (i.e. construction/operation traffic 
and displaced river trade). 

Effect significance ++/ - -- 

Townscape, 
Waterscape and 
Visual 

 No overall impact on the existing townscape, waterscape 
and visual setting of the Wharf and its surroundings; and 

 Continued use unlikely to affect the Greater Thames 
Estuary NCA.  

 

 Potential for permanent changes to the existing 
townscape, waterscape and visual setting of the Wharf 
and its surroundings, depending on design. E.g.  space 
restriction - residential development may exceed the 
height of surrounding buildings (i.e. to ensure financial 
viability and return); and 

 Potential for permanent changes to the Greater Thames 
Estuary NCA associated with construction and operation 
activities. 

Effect significance 0 ? 

Historic Environment  Continued use unlikely to increase risk of disturbance and 
damage to unknown archaeological assets. 

 Risk of disturbance and damage to unknown 
archaeological assets through change of use and new 
development. 

Effect significance 0 ? 

Safeguarding 
Recommendation 

The 2018 Review has recommended that the Steel Wharf is retained as a safeguarded wharf. This recommendation is based 
on the following: 
 
 The site is in active use, within an industrial area and retains flexibility to meet a range of operational needs; and 
 Berth characteristics make it appropriate for seagoing vessels mooring or departing the berth at or near high water. 
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Current Use: Active – Aggregates, construction, demolition and excavation waste and RDF. The Wharf handles approximately 40,000 

tonnes per annum. Concrete batching plant and waste processing are completed on site.  

Table 39 – Summary of the potential impacts of the development alternatives assessed for Rippleway Wharf  

SEA Topic 
Summary of Potential Impacts 

Alternative 1: Continue to safeguard wharf  Alternative 2: Release wharf from safeguarding  

Population and 
Health 

 The Wharf cannot be used for residential, commercial or 
industrial development to accommodate London’s growing 
population (long-term);  

 Direct and indirect benefits to local employment and 
businesses; and 

 Long-term cumulative benefits to health from reducing 
emissions from road traffic (see Air Quality and Noise). 

 Residential development of the Wharf would provide 
housing for London’s growing population and  contribute 
to the provision of housing to help meet increasing 
demand, however the site may not be suitable as the 
surrounding land is predominantly industrial; 

 Potential for indirect effects (e.g. nuisance, pollution, 
safety risks, congestion) from increased road traffic used 
to carry freight; and 

 Direct and indirect benefits to local employment and 
business related to redevelopment of wharf for 
residential, commercial or alternative industrial use. 

Effect significance  +/ -  - 

Biodiversity, Flora 
and Fauna 

 Potential for cumulative spread of INNS from vessels, but 
low probability;  

 Potential for disturbance to the River Thames SINC; and 
 Potential for cumulative increased river traffic to affect 

migratory fish species, including European smelt a feature 
of the Upper Thames and Swanscombe rMCZs. 

 Potential for indirect impact from new development 
(depending on new use) upon the FOCI and broad-scale 
habitats of the Upper Thames and Swanscombe rMCZs;  

 Potential for disturbance to the River Thames SINC; and 
 Loss, damage or disturbance to terrestrial and marine 

ecology within and adjacent to the River Thames from 
new development and its activities. 

Effect significance  - -- 

Estuarine Processes 
and Water Quality 

 Accidental spills and leaks of materials and hazardous 
substances (e.g. oils and greases, fuels, construction 
materials, sewage, and grey water) from vessels and 
freight handling facilities; 

 Re-suspension and deposition of suspended sediments if 
any capital works on the riverbed are required as part of 
modification/retrofit or extension/expansion of freight 
handling facilities; 

 Re-suspension and dispersion of contaminated sediment if 
any capital works on the Riverbed were required (as 
above);  

 As a result of the above, potential impact on the ecological 
and chemical status of the Thames Middle transitional 
waterbody; and 

 Potential indirect changes to estuarine morphology and 
hydrodynamic processes through installation of new wharf 
infrastructure (e.g. jetties or dolphins). The significance of 
this will vary depending on the extent of change to the 
Wharf. 

 Accidental spills and leaks of materials and hazardous 
substances (e.g. construction materials, fuel, sewage, 
contaminated water) from civil works to establish new 
development; 

 Re-suspension and deposition of suspended sediments 
(e.g. smothering effect) assuming significant work as 
mentioned above is required; 

 Re-suspension and dispersion of contaminated sediment 
assuming demolition and construction is required;  

 As a result of the above, potential impact on the 
ecological and chemical status of the Thames Middle 
transitional waterbody; and 

 Potential changes to estuarine morphology and 
hydrodynamic processes (e.g. increased sedimentation) 
through installation of new infrastructure. 

Effect significance  - - 

Climate Change  Long-term, cumulative reduction in GHG emissions 
through the modal shift of freight transport from road to 
river; 

 Reduction in the level of protection from existing flood 
defence structures, depending on the extent of 
modification or expansion to the Wharf;  

 Increase in the level of protection from existing and new 
flood defence structures, when enhanced or strengthened 
alongside Wharf modification/expansion; and 

 Wharf located within Flood Risk Zone 3; risk of flooding 
during extreme weather events. 

 Long-term and cumulative increase in GHG emissions if 
freight is transported by road instead of the river; 

 Reduction in the level of protection from existing flood 
defence structures, depending on the extent of the 
development of the facility replacing the Wharf;  

 Increase in the level of protection from existing and new 
flood defence structures, depending on the extent of how 
the new development is protected; and 

 Wharf located within Flood Risk Zone 3; risk of flooding 
during extreme weather events. 

Effect significance  ++/- --/+ 

Air Quality  Long-term, cumulative contribution to the improvement of 
air quality in London through a reduction in the transport of 
freight by road and therefore a reduction in emissions of 

 Long-term cumulative contribution to the reduction in air 
quality in London through the shift of freight transport by 
river to road and therefore increased emissions of NO2, 
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SEA Topic 
Summary of Potential Impacts 

Alternative 1: Continue to safeguard wharf  Alternative 2: Release wharf from safeguarding  

NO2, PM10 and PM2.5 from vehicle exhausts; and 
 Localised increases in pollutants (including NO2, SO2, PM10 

and PM2.5) and dust emissions associated with exhaust 
emissions from construction and operation of the Wharf 
(wharf located within an AQMA) e.g. vessels berthing, 
mobile machinery within the facility and vehicles accessing 
the Wharf. 

PM10 and PM2.5; and 
 Localised increases in pollutants (including NO2, PM10 

and PM2.5) and dust emissions associated with 
construction activities and operation of a new 
development (wharf located within an AQMA). 

Effect significance  ++/ - -- 

Noise and Vibration  Localised, intermittent increases in noise and vibration 
disturbance to terrestrial and marine ecology; and 

 Potential for long-term, cumulative contribution to the 
reduction of traffic noise across London’s road network 
through the reduction of transportation of freight by road. 

 Localised intermittent increases in noise and vibration 
disturbances to terrestrial and marine ecology; and 

 Potential for long-term, cumulative contribution to the 
increase of traffic noise across London’s road network. 
Freight that may have been transported by river will 
instead be transported by road. 

Effect significance -/++  - 

Transport, 
Navigation and 
Shipping 

 Long-term, cumulative reduction in congestion and 
pressure on London’s road network through the continued 
provision of the Wharf and associated infrastructure to 
promote river freight transport; and 

 Potential for localised, intermittent disruption to current 
navigation and shipping activities associated with an 
increase in freight being transported along the river and 
accessing the Wharf. 

 Permanent loss of valuable riverside infrastructure;  
 Long-term cumulative increase in congestion and 

pressure on London’s road network; and 
 Changes in safety risk brought about by change of use, 

for example, improved safety on the river from absence 
of vessels but increased volumes on local roads from 
new traffic movements (i.e. construction/operation traffic 
and displaced river trade). 

Effect significance ++/ - -- 

Townscape, 
Waterscape and 
Visual 

 No overall impact on the existing townscape, waterscape 
and visual setting of the Wharf and its surroundings; and 

 Continued use unlikely to affect the Greater Thames 
Estuary NCA.  

 Potential for permanent changes to the existing 
townscape, waterscape and visual setting of the Wharf 
and its surroundings, depending on design. E.g.  space 
restriction - residential development may exceed the 
height of surrounding buildings (i.e. to ensure financial 
viability and return); and 

 Potential for permanent changes to the Greater Thames 
Estuary NCA associated with construction and operation 
activities. 

Effect significance 0 ? 

Historic Environment  Potential for minor cumulative disturbance and damage to 
known archaeological assets (1 Grade II listed building 
within study area) through onward road traffic movements; 
and 

 Continued use unlikely to increase risk of disturbance and 
damage to unknown archaeological assets. 

 Potential for minor cumulative disturbance and damage 
to known archaeological assets (1 Grade II listed 
building within study area) through increased traffic 
movements; and 

 Risk of disturbance and damage to unknown 
archaeological assets through change of use and new 
development. 

Effect significance 0/? 0/? 

Safeguarding 
Recommendation 

The 2018 Review has recommended that the Rippleway Wharf is retained as a safeguarded wharf. This recommendation is 
based on the following: 
 
 The site is in active use, within an industrial area and retains flexibility to meet a range of operational needs; and 
 The jetty berth is appropriate for sea-going vessels mooring or departing the berth at or near high water. 
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Current Use: The Wharf is currently being operated as a waste management and recycling centre. 

Table 40 – Summary of the potential impacts of the development alternatives assessed for Docklands Wharf  

SEA Topic 
Summary of Potential Impacts 

Alternative 1: Continue to safeguard wharf  Alternative 2: Release wharf from safeguarding  

Population and 
Health 

 The Wharf cannot be used for residential, commercial or 
industrial development to accommodate London’s growing 
population (long-term); 

 The Wharf is located adjacent to an industrialised area, 
development of the Wharf for river freight handling is not 
anticipated to change the status quo of the area;  

 The town of Barking is located approximately 1.5km north 
of the Wharf. Current use and/or expansion or modification 
of the Wharf is not anticipated to disrupt local residents 
due to the distance to the Wharf and the existing 
operations;  

 Direct and indirect benefits to local employment and 
businesses; and 

 Long-term cumulative benefits to health from reducing 
emissions from road traffic (see Air Quality and Noise). 

 Due to the surrounding industrial nature of the area, 
development of this wharf will unlikely be for residential 
purposes. Future development will likely be for industry, 
commercial, retail or mixed use; and  

 Potential for indirect effects (e.g. nuisance, pollution, 
safety risks, congestion) from increased road traffic used 
to carry freight. 
 

Effect significance  +/-  - 

Biodiversity, Flora 
and Fauna 

 Potential for cumulative spread of INNS from vessels, but 
low probability;  

 Potential for disturbance to the River Thames SINC; and 
 Potential for cumulative increased river traffic to affect 

migratory fish species, including European smelt a feature 
of the Upper Thames and Swanscombe rMCZs. 

 Potential for indirect impact from new development 
(depending on new use) upon the FOCI and broad-scale 
habitats of the Upper Thames and Swanscombe rMCZs;  

 Potential for disturbance to the River Thames SINC; and 
 Loss, damage or disturbance to terrestrial and marine 

ecology within and adjacent to the River Thames from 
new development and its activities. 

Effect significance  - -- 

Estuarine Processes 
and Water Quality 

 Accidental spills and leaks of materials and hazardous 
substances (e.g. oils and greases, fuels, construction 
materials, sewage, and grey water) from vessels and 
freight handling facilities; 

 Re-suspension and deposition of suspended sediments if 
any capital works on the riverbed are required as part of 
modification/retrofit or extension/expansion of freight 
handling facilities; 

 Re-suspension and dispersion of contaminated sediment if 
any capital works on the Riverbed were required (as 
above);  

 As a result of the above, potential impact on the ecological 
and chemical status of the Thames Middle transitional 
waterbody; and 

 Potential indirect changes to estuarine morphology and 
hydrodynamic processes through installation of new wharf 
infrastructure (e.g. jetties or dolphins). The significance of 
this will vary depending on the extent of change to the 
Wharf. 

 Accidental spills and leaks of materials and hazardous 
substances (e.g. construction materials, fuel, sewage, 
contaminated water) from civil works to establish new 
development; 

 Re-suspension and deposition of suspended sediments 
(e.g. smothering effect) assuming significant work as 
mentioned above is required; 

 Re-suspension and dispersion of contaminated sediment 
assuming demolition and construction is required;  

 As a result of the above, potential impact on the 
ecological and chemical status of the Thames Middle 
transitional waterbody; and 

 Potential changes to estuarine morphology and 
hydrodynamic processes (e.g. increased sedimentation) 
through installation of new infrastructure. 

Effect significance  - - 

Climate Change  Long-term, cumulative reduction in GHG emissions 
through the modal shift of freight transport from road to 
river; 

 Reduction in the level of protection from existing flood 
defence structures, depending on the extent of 
modification or expansion to the Wharf;  

 Increase in the level of protection from existing and new 
flood defence structures, when enhanced or strengthened 
alongside Wharf modification/expansion; and 

 Wharf located within Flood Risk Zone 3; risk of flooding 
during extreme weather events. 

 Long-term and cumulative increase in GHG emissions if 
freight is transported by road instead of the river; 

 Reduction in the level of protection from existing flood 
defence structures, depending on the extent of the 
development of the facility replacing the Wharf;  

 Increase in the level of protection from existing and new 
flood defence structures, depending on the extent of how 
the new development is protected; and 

 Wharf located within Flood Risk Zone 3; risk of flooding 
during extreme weather events. 

Effect significance  ++/- --/+ 

Air Quality  Long-term, cumulative contribution to the improvement of  Long-term cumulative contribution to the reduction in air 
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SEA Topic 
Summary of Potential Impacts 

Alternative 1: Continue to safeguard wharf  Alternative 2: Release wharf from safeguarding  

air quality in London through a reduction in the transport of 
freight by road and therefore a reduction in emissions of 
NO2, PM10 and PM2.5 from vehicle exhausts; and 

 Localised increases in pollutants (including NO2, SO2, PM10 
and PM2.5) and dust emissions associated with exhaust 
emissions from construction and operation of the Wharf 
(wharf located within an AQMA) e.g. vessels berthing, 
mobile machinery within the facility and vehicles accessing 
the Wharf. 

quality in London through the shift of freight transport by 
river to road and therefore increased emissions of NO2, 

PM10 and PM2.5; and 
 Localised increases in pollutants (including NO2, PM10 

and PM2.5) and dust emissions associated with 
construction activities and operation of a new 
development (wharf located within an AQMA). 

Effect significance  ++/ - -- 

Noise and Vibration  Localised, intermittent increases in noise and vibration 
disturbance to local residents and terrestrial and marine 
ecology if current use of wharf is modified or expanded 
and; 

 Potential for long-term, cumulative contribution to the 
reduction of traffic noise across London’s road network 
through the reduction of transportation of freight by road. 

 Localised intermittent increases in noise and vibration 
disturbances to local residents and terrestrial and marine 
ecology; 

 Potential for long-term, cumulative contribution to the 
increase of traffic noise across London’s road network. 
Freight that may have been transported by river will 
instead be transported by road. 

Effect significance -/++ - 

Transport, 
Navigation and 
Shipping 

 Long-term, cumulative reduction in congestion and 
pressure on London’s road network through the continued 
provision of the Wharf and associated infrastructure to 
promote river freight transport; and 

 Potential for localised, intermittent disruption to current 
navigation and shipping activities associated with an 
increase in freight being transported along the river and 
accessing the Wharf. 

 Permanent loss of valuable riverside infrastructure;  
 Long-term cumulative increase in congestion and 

pressure on London’s road network; and 
 Changes in safety risk brought about by change of use, 

for example, improved safety on the river from absence 
of vessels but increased volumes on local roads from 
new traffic movements (i.e. construction/operation traffic 
and displaced river trade). 

Effect significance ++/ - -- 

Townscape, 
Waterscape and 
Visual 

 Due to active use of wharf and industrial nature of  the site 
and surrounding land, no impact on the existing 
townscape, waterscape and visual setting of the Wharf 
and its surroundings is anticipated; and 

 Continued use and/or expansion or modification is unlikely 
to affect the Greater Thames NCA within which the Wharf 
is located due to existing industrialised nature of site. 

 Potential for permanent changes to the existing 
townscape, waterscape and visual setting of the Wharf 
and its surroundings, depending on design. E.g.  space 
restriction - residential development may exceed the 
height of surrounding buildings (i.e. to ensure financial 
viability and return); and 

 Potential for permanent changes to the Greater Thames 
Estuary NCA associated with construction and operation 
activities. 

Effect significance 0 ? 

Historic Environment  No known archaeological assets recorded within the Wharf 
study area, disturbance and damage to known 
archaeological assets therefore unlikely; and 

 Continued use unlikely to increase risk of disturbance and 
damage to unknown archaeological assets. 

 No known archaeological assets recorded within the 
Wharf study area, disturbance and damage to known 
archaeological assets therefore unlikely; and 

 Risk of disturbance and damage to unknown 
archaeological assets through change of use and new 
development. 

Effect significance 0/- 0/? 

Safeguarding 
Recommendation 

The 2018 Review has recommended that Docklands Wharf is retained as a safeguarded wharf. This recommendation is 
based on the following: 
 
 The Wharf is in active use; 
 Wharf characteristics are flexible to meet a range of operational needs; 
 Berth characteristics allow access for sea-going vessels at or near high water; and 
 The Wharf falls within the River Road Employment Area Strategic Industrial Location and London Riverside Opportunity 

Area. 
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Current Use: Partially Used - Last freight handled at the Wharf pre-1997. The existing jetty infrastructure at the Wharf is in poor 

condition and requires replacement to handle aggregates by river freight. Aggregate at the site is currently transported by road. 

Table 41 – Summary of the potential impacts of the development alternatives assessed for Victoria Stone Wharf  

SEA Topic 
Summary of Potential Impacts 

Alternative 1: Continue to safeguard wharf  Alternative 2: Release wharf from safeguarding  

Population and 
Health 

 The Wharf cannot be used for residential, commercial or 
industrial development to accommodate London’s growing 
population (long-term); 

 The Wharf is located adjacent to an industrialised area, 
development of the Wharf for river freight handling is not 
anticipated to change the status quo of the area;  

 The town of Barking is located approximately 1.5km north 
of the Wharf. Current use and/or expansion or modification 
of the Wharf is not anticipated to disrupt local residents 
due to the distance to the Wharf and the existing 
operations;  

 Direct and indirect benefits to local employment and 
businesses; and 

 Long-term cumulative benefits to health from reducing 
emissions from road traffic (see Air Quality and Noise). 

 Due to the surrounding industrial nature of the area, 
development of this wharf will unlikely be for residential 
purposes. Future development will likely be for industry, 
commercial, retail or mixed use. 

 Potential for indirect effects (e.g. nuisance, pollution, 
safety risks, congestion) from increased road traffic used 
to carry freight. 
 

Effect significance  -/+ - 

Biodiversity, Flora 
and Fauna 

 Potential for cumulative spread of INNS from vessels, but 
low probability;  

 Potential for disturbance to the River Thames SINC; and 
 Potential for cumulative increased river traffic to affect 

migratory fish species, including European smelt a feature 
of the Upper Thames and Swanscombe rMCZs. 

 Potential for indirect impact from new development 
(depending on new use) upon the FOCI and broad-scale 
habitats of the Upper Thames and Swanscombe rMCZs;  

 Potential for disturbance to the River Thames SINC; and 
 Loss, damage or disturbance to terrestrial and marine 

ecology within and adjacent to the River Thames from 
new development and its activities. 

Effect significance  - -- 

Estuarine Processes 
and Water Quality 

 Accidental spills and leaks of materials and hazardous 
substances (e.g. oils and greases, fuels, construction 
materials, sewage, and grey water) from vessels and 
freight handling facilities; 

 Re-suspension and deposition of suspended sediments if 
any capital works on the riverbed are required as part of 
modification/retrofit or extension/expansion of freight 
handling facilities; 

 Re-suspension and dispersion of contaminated sediment if 
any capital works on the Riverbed were required (as 
above);  

 As a result of the above, potential impact on the ecological 
and chemical status of the Thames Middle transitional 
waterbody; and 

 Potential indirect changes to estuarine morphology and 
hydrodynamic processes through installation of new wharf 
infrastructure (e.g. jetties or dolphins). The significance of 
this will vary depending on the extent of change to the 
Wharf. 

 Accidental spills and leaks of materials and hazardous 
substances (e.g. construction materials, fuel, sewage, 
contaminated water) from civil works to establish new 
development; 

 Re-suspension and deposition of suspended sediments 
(e.g. smothering effect) assuming significant work as 
mentioned above is required; 

 Re-suspension and dispersion of contaminated sediment 
assuming demolition and construction is required;  

 As a result of the above, potential impact on the 
ecological and chemical status of the Thames Middle 
transitional waterbody; and 

 Potential changes to estuarine morphology and 
hydrodynamic processes (e.g. increased sedimentation) 
through installation of new infrastructure. 

Effect significance  - - 

Climate Change  Long-term, cumulative reduction in GHG emissions 
through the modal shift of freight transport from road to 
river; 

 Reduction in the level of protection from existing flood 
defence structures, depending on the extent of 
modification or expansion to the Wharf;  

 Increase in the level of protection from existing and new 
flood defence structures, when enhanced or strengthened 
alongside Wharf modification/expansion; and 

 Wharf located within Flood Risk Zone 3; risk of flooding 
during extreme weather events. 

 Long-term and cumulative increase in GHG emissions if 
freight is transported by road instead of the river; 

 Reduction in the level of protection from existing flood 
defence structures, depending on the extent of the 
development of the facility replacing the Wharf;  

 Increase in the level of protection from existing and new 
flood defence structures, depending on the extent of how 
the new development is protected; and 

 Wharf located within Flood Risk Zone 3; risk of flooding 
during extreme weather events. 

Effect significance  ++/- --/+ 
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SEA Topic 
Summary of Potential Impacts 

Alternative 1: Continue to safeguard wharf  Alternative 2: Release wharf from safeguarding  

Air Quality  Long-term, cumulative contribution to the improvement of 
air quality in London through a reduction in the transport of 
freight by road and therefore a reduction in emissions of 
NO2, PM10 and PM2.5 from vehicle exhausts; and 
Localised increases in pollutants (including NO2, SO2, PM10 
and PM2.5) and dust emissions associated with exhaust 
emissions from construction and operation of the Wharf 
(wharf located within an AQMA) e.g. vessels berthing, 
mobile machinery within the facility and vehicles accessing 
the Wharf. 

 Long-term cumulative contribution to the reduction in air 
quality in London through the shift of freight transport by 
river to road and therefore increased emissions of NO2, 

PM10 and PM2.5; and 
 Localised increases in pollutants (including NO2, PM10 

and PM2.5) and dust emissions associated with 
construction activities and operation of a new 
development (wharf located within an AQMA). 

Effect significance  ++/ - -- 

Noise and Vibration  Localised, intermittent increases in noise and vibration 
disturbance to local residents and terrestrial and marine 
ecology if current use of wharf is modified or expanded; 
and 

 Potential for long-term, cumulative contribution to the 
reduction of traffic noise across London’s road network 
through the reduction of transportation of freight by road. 

 Localised intermittent increases in noise and vibration 
disturbances to local residents and terrestrial and marine 
ecology associated with change of use and future 
development of the site; and 

 Potential for long-term, cumulative contribution to the 
increase of traffic noise across London’s road network. 
Freight that may have been transported by river will 
instead be transported by road. 

Effect significance -/++ - 

Transport, 
Navigation and 
Shipping 

 Long-term, cumulative reduction in congestion and 
pressure on London’s road network through the continued 
provision of the Wharf and associated infrastructure to 
promote river freight transport; and 

 Potential for localised, intermittent disruption to current 
navigation and shipping activities associated with an 
increase in freight being transported along the river and 
accessing the Wharf. 

 Permanent loss of valuable riverside infrastructure;  
 Long-term cumulative increase in congestion and 

pressure on London’s road network; and 
 Changes in safety risk brought about by change of use, 

for example, improved safety on the river from absence 
of vessels but increased volumes on local roads from 
new traffic movements (i.e. construction/operation traffic 
and displaced river trade). 

Effect significance ++/ - -- 

Townscape, 
Waterscape and 
Visual 

 Due to active use of wharf and industrial nature of  the site 
and surrounding land, no impact on the existing 
townscape, waterscape and visual setting of the Wharf 
and its surroundings is anticipated; and 

 Continued use unlikely to affect the Greater Thames NCA 
within which the Wharf is located due to existing 
industrialised nature of site. 

 Potential for permanent changes to the existing 
townscape, waterscape and visual setting of the Wharf 
and its surroundings, depending on design. E.g.  space 
restriction - residential development may exceed the 
height of surrounding buildings (i.e. to ensure financial 
viability and return); and 

 Potential for permanent changes to the Greater Thames 
Estuary NCA associated with construction and operation 
activities. 

Effect significance 0 ? 

Historic Environment  No known archaeological assets recorded within the Wharf 
study area, disturbance and damage to known 
archaeological assets therefore unlikely; and 

 Continued use unlikely to increase risk of disturbance and 
damage to unknown archaeological assets. 

 No known archaeological assets recorded within the 
Wharf study area, disturbance and damage to known 
archaeological assets therefore unlikely; and 

 Risk of disturbance and damage to unknown 
archaeological assets through change of use and new 
development. 

Effect significance 0/- -/? 

Safeguarding 
Recommendation 

The 2018 Review has recommended that Victoria Stone Wharf is retained as a safeguarded wharf. This recommendation is 
based on the following: 
 
 Wharf characteristics are flexible to meet a range of operational needs; 
 Previous-cargo handling infrastructure was removed, a new jetty is currently in design; 
 Water depths near the Wharf are excellent (>7m at all states of the tide within 100m of the Wharf) and would enable 

accesses by sea-going vessels at all states of the tide; 
 The Wharf falls within the River Road Employment Area Strategic Industrial Location and London Riverside Opportunity 

Area. 
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Current Use: Vacant – Last freight handled at the Wharf pre-1997.  The Wharf has been acquired by an operator who has 

commenced importing aggregates using self-discharging dredgers. 

Table 42 – Summary of the potential impacts of the development alternatives assessed for DePass Wharf  

SEA Topic 
Summary of Potential Impacts 

Alternative 1: Continue to safeguard wharf  Alternative 2: Release wharf from safeguarding  

Population and 
Health 

 The Wharf cannot be used for residential, commercial or 
industrial development to accommodate London’s growing 
population (long-term); 

 The Wharf is located adjacent to an industrialised area, 
development of the Wharf for river freight handling is not 
anticipated to change the status quo of the area;  

 The town of Barking is located approximately 1.5km north 
of the Wharf. Current use and/or expansion or modification 
of the Wharf is not anticipated to disrupt local residents 
due to the distance to the Wharf and the existing 
operations;  

 Direct and indirect benefits to local employment and 
businesses; and 

 Long-term cumulative benefits to health from reducing 
emissions from road traffic (see Air Quality and Noise). 

 Due to the surrounding industrial nature of the area, 
development of this wharf will unlikely be for residential 
purposes. Future development will likely be for industry, 
commercial, retail or mixed use; and 

 Potential for indirect effects (e.g. nuisance, pollution, 
safety risks, congestion) from increased road traffic used 
to carry freight. 
 

Effect significance  -/+ - 

Biodiversity, Flora 
and Fauna 

 Potential for cumulative spread of INNS from vessels, but 
low probability;  

 Potential for disturbance to the River Thames SINC; and 
 Potential for cumulative increased river traffic to affect 

migratory fish species, including European smelt a feature 
of the Upper Thames and Swanscombe rMCZs. 

 Potential for indirect impact from new development 
(depending on new use) upon the FOCI and broad-scale 
habitats of the Upper Thames and Swanscombe rMCZs;  

 Potential for disturbance to the River Thames SINC; and 
 Loss, damage or disturbance to terrestrial and marine 

ecology within and adjacent to the River Thames from 
new development and its activities. 

Effect significance  - -- 

Estuarine Processes 
and Water Quality 

 Accidental spills and leaks of materials and hazardous 
substances (e.g. oils and greases, fuels, construction 
materials, sewage, and grey water) from vessels and 
freight handling facilities; 

 Re-suspension and deposition of suspended sediments if 
any capital works on the riverbed are required as part of 
modification/retrofit or extension/expansion of freight 
handling facilities; 

 Re-suspension and dispersion of contaminated sediment if 
any capital works on the Riverbed were required (as 
above);  

 As a result of the above, potential impact on the ecological 
and chemical status of the Thames Middle transitional 
waterbody; and 

 Potential indirect changes to estuarine morphology and 
hydrodynamic processes through installation of new wharf 
infrastructure (e.g. jetties or dolphins). The significance of 
this will vary depending on the extent of change to the 
Wharf. 

 Accidental spills and leaks of materials and hazardous 
substances (e.g. construction materials, fuel, sewage, 
contaminated water) from civil works to establish new 
development; 

 Re-suspension and deposition of suspended sediments 
(e.g. smothering effect) assuming significant work as 
mentioned above is required; 

 Re-suspension and dispersion of contaminated sediment 
assuming demolition and construction is required;  

 As a result of the above, potential impact on the 
ecological and chemical status of the Thames Middle 
transitional waterbody; and 

 Potential changes to estuarine morphology and 
hydrodynamic processes (e.g. increased sedimentation) 
through installation of new infrastructure. 

Effect significance  - - 

Climate Change  Long-term, cumulative reduction in GHG emissions 
through the modal shift of freight transport from road to 
river; 

 Reduction in the level of protection from existing flood 
defence structures, depending on the extent of 
modification or expansion to the Wharf;  

 Increase in the level of protection from existing and new 
flood defence structures, when enhanced or strengthened 
alongside Wharf modification/expansion; and 

 Wharf located within Flood Risk Zone 3; risk of flooding 
during extreme weather events. 

 Long-term and cumulative increase in GHG emissions if 
freight is transported by road instead of the river; 

 Reduction in the level of protection from existing flood 
defence structures, depending on the extent of the 
development of the facility replacing the Wharf;  

 Increase in the level of protection from existing and new 
flood defence structures, depending on the extent of how 
the new development is protected; and 

 Wharf located within Flood Risk Zone 3; risk of flooding 
during extreme weather events. 

Effect significance  ++/- --/+ 
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SEA Topic 
Summary of Potential Impacts 

Alternative 1: Continue to safeguard wharf  Alternative 2: Release wharf from safeguarding  

Air Quality  Long-term, cumulative contribution to the improvement of 
air quality in London through a reduction in the transport of 
freight by road and therefore a reduction in emissions of 
NO2, PM10 and PM2.5 from vehicle exhausts; and 
Localised increases in pollutants (including NO2, SO2, PM10 
and PM2.5) and dust emissions associated with exhaust 
emissions from construction and operation of the Wharf 
(wharf located within an AQMA) e.g. vessels berthing, 
mobile machinery within the facility and vehicles accessing 
the Wharf. 

 Long-term cumulative contribution to the reduction in air 
quality in London through the shift of freight transport by 
river to road and therefore increased emissions of NO2, 

PM10 and PM2.5; and 
 Localised increases in pollutants (including NO2, PM10 

and PM2.5) and dust emissions associated with 
construction activities and operation of a new 
development (wharf located within an AQMA). 

Effect significance  ++/ - -- 

Noise and Vibration  Localised, intermittent increases in noise and vibration 
disturbance to local residents and terrestrial and marine 
ecology if current use of wharf is modified or expanded 
and; 

 Potential for long-term, cumulative contribution to the 
reduction of traffic noise across London’s road network 
through the reduction of transportation of freight by road. 

 Localised intermittent increases in noise and vibration 
disturbances to local residents and terrestrial and marine 
ecology; and 

 Potential for long-term, cumulative contribution to the 
increase of traffic noise across London’s road network. 
Freight that may have been transported by river will 
instead be transported by road. 

Effect significance -/++ - 

Transport, 
Navigation and 
Shipping 

 Long-term, cumulative reduction in congestion and 
pressure on London’s road network through the continued 
provision of the Wharf and associated infrastructure to 
promote river freight transport; and 

 Potential for localised, intermittent disruption to current 
navigation and shipping activities associated with an 
increase in freight being transported along the river and 
accessing the Wharf. 

 Permanent loss of valuable riverside infrastructure;  
 Long-term cumulative increase in congestion and 

pressure on London’s road network; and 
 Changes in safety risk brought about by change of use, 

for example, improved safety on the river from absence 
of vessels but increased volumes on local roads from 
new traffic movements (i.e. construction/operation traffic 
and displaced river trade). 

Effect significance ++/ - -- 

Townscape, 
Waterscape and 
Visual 

 Due to active use of wharf and industrial nature of  the site 
and surrounding land, no impact on the existing 
townscape, waterscape and visual setting of the Wharf 
and its surroundings is anticipated; and 

 Continued use unlikely to affect the Greater Thames NCA 
within which the Wharf is located due to existing 
industrialised nature of site. 

 Potential for permanent changes to the existing 
townscape, waterscape and visual setting of the Wharf 
and its surroundings, depending on design. E.g.  space 
restriction - residential development may exceed the 
height of surrounding buildings (i.e. to ensure financial 
viability and return); and 

 Potential for permanent changes to the Greater Thames 
Estuary NCA associated with construction and operation 
activities. 

Effect significance 0 ? 

Historic Environment  No known archaeological assets recorded within the Wharf 
study area, disturbance and damage to known 
archaeological assets therefore unlikely; and 

 Continued use unlikely to increase risk of disturbance and 
damage to unknown archaeological assets. 

 No known archaeological assets recorded within the 
Wharf study area, disturbance and damage to known 
archaeological assets therefore unlikely; and 

 Risk of disturbance and damage to unknown 
archaeological assets through change of use and new 
development. 

Effect significance 0/- -/? 

Safeguarding 
Recommendation 

The 2018 Review has recommended that DePass Wharf is retained as a safeguarded wharf. This recommendation is based 
on the following: 
 
 The Wharf is currently being brought back into use for the transport of aggregate material 
 Wharf characteristics are flexible to meet a range of operational needs; 
 Previous cargo handling infrastructure was removed, a new jetty is currently in design; 
 Water depths near the Wharf are good (>5m at all states of the tide within 100m of the Wharf) and would enable accesses 

by sea-going vessels at all states of the tide; 
 The Wharf falls within the River Road Employment Area Strategic Industrial Location and London Riverside Opportunity 

Area. 
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Current Use: Active Use – The Wharf is currently operating as a concrete batching plant. The jetty at the Wharf is accessible by 

barges and sea-going vessels at most state of the tide. 

Table 43 – Summary of the potential impacts of the development alternatives assessed for Dagenham Wharf  

SEA Topic 
Summary of Potential Impacts 

Alternative 1: Continue to safeguard wharf  Alternative 2: Release wharf from safeguarding  

Population and 
Health 

 The Wharf cannot be used for residential, commercial or 
industrial development to accommodate London’s growing 
population (long-term); 

 The Wharf is located adjacent to an industrialised area, 
development of the Wharf for river freight handling is not 
anticipated to change the status quo of the area;  

 The towns of Dagenham and Rainham are located 
approximately 1.5km and 4.5km north and north east of 
the Wharf. The Wharf currently operates as a concrete 
batching plant, continued use and/or expansion or 
modification of the Wharf is not anticipated to disrupt local 
residents due to the distance to the Wharf and the existing 
operations;  

 Direct and indirect benefits to local employment and 
businesses; and 

 Long-term cumulative benefits to health from reducing 
emissions from road traffic (see Air Quality and Noise). 

 Due to the surrounding industrial nature of the area, 
development of this wharf will unlikely be for residential 
purposes. Future development will likely be for industry, 
commercial, retail or mixed use. 

 Potential for indirect effects (e.g. nuisance, pollution, 
safety risks, congestion) from increased road traffic used 
to carry freight. 
 

Effect significance  -/+ - 

Biodiversity, Flora 
and Fauna 

 Potential for cumulative spread of INNS from vessels, but 
low probability;  

 Potential for disturbance to the River Thames SINC; and 
 Potential for cumulative increased river traffic to affect 

migratory fish species, including European smelt a feature 
of the Upper Thames and Swanscombe rMCZs. 

 Potential for indirect impact from new development 
(depending on new use) upon the FOCI and broad-scale 
habitats of the Upper Thames and Swanscombe rMCZs;  

 Potential for disturbance to the River Thames SINC; and 
 Loss, damage or disturbance to terrestrial and marine 

ecology within and adjacent to the River Thames from 
new development and its activities. 

Effect significance  - -- 

Estuarine Processes 
and Water Quality 

 Accidental spills and leaks of materials and hazardous 
substances (e.g. oils and greases, fuels, construction 
materials, sewage, and grey water) from vessels and 
freight handling facilities; 

 Re-suspension and deposition of suspended sediments if 
any capital works on the riverbed are required as part of 
modification/retrofit or extension/expansion of freight 
handling facilities; 

 Re-suspension and dispersion of contaminated sediment if 
any capital works on the Riverbed were required (as 
above);  

 As a result of the above, potential impact on the ecological 
and chemical status of the Thames Middle transitional 
waterbody; and 

 Potential indirect changes to estuarine morphology and 
hydrodynamic processes through installation of new wharf 
infrastructure (e.g. jetties or dolphins). The significance of 
this will vary depending on the extent of change to the 
Wharf. 

 Accidental spills and leaks of materials and hazardous 
substances (e.g. construction materials, fuel, sewage, 
contaminated water) from civil works to establish new 
development; 

 Re-suspension and deposition of suspended sediments 
(e.g. smothering effect) assuming significant work as 
mentioned above is required; 

 Re-suspension and dispersion of contaminated sediment 
assuming demolition and construction is required;  

 As a result of the above, potential impact on the 
ecological and chemical status of the Thames Middle 
transitional waterbody; and 

 Potential changes to estuarine morphology and 
hydrodynamic processes (e.g. increased sedimentation) 
through installation of new infrastructure. 

Effect significance  - - 

Climate Change  Long-term, cumulative reduction in GHG emissions 
through the modal shift of freight transport from road to 
river; 

 Reduction in the level of protection from existing flood 
defence structures, depending on the extent of 
modification or expansion to the Wharf;  

 Increase in the level of protection from existing and new 
flood defence structures, when enhanced or strengthened 
alongside Wharf modification/expansion; and 

 Wharf located within Flood Risk Zone 3; risk of flooding 
during extreme weather events. 

 Long-term and cumulative increase in GHG emissions if 
freight is transported by road instead of the river; 

 Reduction in the level of protection from existing flood 
defence structures, depending on the extent of the 
development of the facility replacing the Wharf;  

 Increase in the level of protection from existing and new 
flood defence structures, depending on the extent of how 
the new development is protected; and 

 Wharf located within Flood Risk Zone 3; risk of flooding 
during extreme weather events. 
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SEA Topic 
Summary of Potential Impacts 

Alternative 1: Continue to safeguard wharf  Alternative 2: Release wharf from safeguarding  

Effect significance  ++/- --/ 

Air Quality  Long-term, cumulative contribution to the improvement of 
air quality in London through a reduction in the transport of 
freight by road and therefore a reduction in emissions of 
NO2, PM10 and PM2.5 from vehicle exhausts; and 

 Localised increases in pollutants (including NO2, SO2, PM10 
and PM2.5) and dust emissions associated with exhaust 
emissions from construction and operation of the Wharf 
(wharf located within an AQMA) e.g. vessels berthing, 
mobile machinery within the facility and vehicles accessing 
the Wharf. 

 Long-term cumulative contribution to the reduction in air 
quality in London through the shift of freight transport by 
river to road and therefore increased emissions of NO2, 

PM10 and PM2.5; and 
 Localised increases in pollutants (including NO2, PM10 

and PM2.5) and dust emissions associated with 
construction activities and operation of a new 
development (wharf located within an AQMA). 

Effect significance  ++/ - -- 

Noise and Vibration  Localised, intermittent increases in noise and vibration 
disturbance to local residents and terrestrial and marine 
ecology if current use of wharf is modified or expanded 
and; 

 Potential for long-term, cumulative contribution to the 
reduction of traffic noise across London’s road network 
through the reduction of transportation of freight by road. 

 Localised intermittent increases in noise and vibration 
disturbances to local residents and terrestrial and marine 
ecology associated with change of use and future 
development of the site; and 

 Potential for long-term, cumulative contribution to the 
increase of traffic noise across London’s road network. 
Freight that may have been transported by river will 
instead be transported by road. 

Effect significance -/++ - 

Transport, 
Navigation and 
Shipping 

 Long-term, cumulative reduction in congestion and 
pressure on London’s road network through the continued 
provision of the Wharf and associated infrastructure to 
promote river freight transport; and 

 Potential for localised, intermittent disruption to current 
navigation and shipping activities associated with an 
increase in freight being transported along the river and 
accessing the Wharf. 

 Permanent loss of valuable riverside infrastructure;  
 Long-term cumulative increase in congestion and 

pressure on London’s road network; and 
 Changes in safety risk brought about by change of use, 

for example, improved safety on the river from absence 
of vessels but increased volumes on local roads from 
new traffic movements (i.e. construction/operation traffic 
and displaced river trade). 

Effect significance ++/ - -- 

Townscape, 
Waterscape and 
Visual 

 Due to active use of wharf and industrial nature of  the site 
and surrounding land, no impact on the existing 
townscape, waterscape and visual setting of the Wharf 
and its surroundings is anticipated; and 

 Continued use unlikely to affect the Greater Thames NCA 
within which the Wharf is located due to existing 
industrialised nature of site. 

 Potential for permanent changes to the existing 
townscape, waterscape and visual setting of the Wharf 
and its surroundings, depending on design. E.g.  space 
restriction - residential development may exceed the 
height of surrounding buildings (i.e. to ensure financial 
viability and return); and 

 Potential for permanent changes to the Greater Thames 
Estuary NCA associated with construction and operation 
activities. 

Effect significance 0 ? 

Historic Environment  No known archaeological assets recorded within the Wharf 
study area, disturbance and damage to known 
archaeological assets therefore unlikely; and 

 Continued use unlikely to increase risk of disturbance and 
damage to unknown archaeological assets. 

 No known archaeological assets recorded within the 
Wharf study area, disturbance and damage to known 
archaeological assets therefore unlikely; and 

 Risk of disturbance and damage to unknown 
archaeological assets through change of use and new 
development. 

Effect significance 0/? 0/? 

Safeguarding 
Recommendation 

The 2018 Review has recommended that Dagenham Wharf is retained as a safeguarded wharf. This recommendation is 
based on the following: 
 
 The Wharf is in active use; 
 Wharf characteristics are flexible to meet a range of operational needs; and 
 The Wharf falls within the Dagenham Dock Employment Area Strategic Industrial Location and London Riverside 

Opportunity Area. 
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Current Use: Active Use – The Wharf is currently operated for the storage and handling of petroleum products and a range of other 

bulk liquid cargo. The additional area to the north west of the 2005 wharf will provide an operational area which is connected to the rest 
of the site via pipeline. The jetty at the Wharf provides deep water access to sea-going vessels and barges at all states of the tide. 

Table 44 – Summary of the potential impacts of the development alternatives assessed for Pinnacle Terminal Wharf  

SEA Topic 
Summary of Potential Impacts 

Alternative 1: Continue to safeguard wharf  Alternative 2: Release wharf from safeguarding  

Population and 
Health 

 The Wharf cannot be used for residential, commercial or 
industrial development to accommodate London’s growing 
population (long-term); 

 The Wharf is located adjacent to an industrialised area, 
development of the Wharf for river freight handling is not 
anticipated to change the status quo of the area;  

 The towns of Dagenham and Rainham are located 
approximately 1.5km and 3.5km north and north east of 
the Wharf. The Wharf currently operates as a petroleum 
and bulk liquid cargo storage facility, continued use and/or 
expansion or modification of the Wharf is not anticipated to 
disrupt local residents due to the distance to the Wharf and 
the existing operations;  

 Direct and indirect benefits to local employment and 
businesses; and 

 Long-term cumulative benefits to health from reducing 
emissions from road traffic (see Air Quality and Noise). 

 Due to the surrounding industrial nature of the area, 
development of this wharf will unlikely be for residential 
purposes. Future development will likely be for industry, 
commercial, retail or mixed use. 

 Potential for indirect effects (e.g. nuisance, pollution, 
safety risks, congestion) from increased road traffic used 
to carry freight. 
 

Effect significance  -/+ - 

Biodiversity, Flora 
and Fauna 

 Potential for cumulative spread of INNS from vessels, but 
low probability;  

 Potential for disturbance to the River Thames SINC; and 
 Potential for cumulative increased river traffic to affect 

migratory fish species, including European smelt a feature 
of the Upper Thames and Swanscombe rMCZs. 

 Potential for indirect impact from new development 
(depending on new use) upon the FOCI and broad-scale 
habitats of the Upper Thames and Swanscombe rMCZs;  

 Potential for disturbance to the River Thames SINC; and 
 Loss, damage or disturbance to terrestrial and marine 

ecology within and adjacent to the River Thames from 
new development and its activities. 

Effect significance  - -- 

Estuarine Processes 
and Water Quality 

 Accidental spills and leaks of materials and hazardous 
substances (e.g. oils and greases, fuels, construction 
materials, sewage, and grey water) from vessels and 
freight handling facilities; 

 Re-suspension and deposition of suspended sediments if 
any capital works on the riverbed are required as part of 
modification/retrofit or extension/expansion of freight 
handling facilities; 

 Re-suspension and dispersion of contaminated sediment if 
any capital works on the Riverbed were required (as 
above);  

 As a result of the above, potential impact on the ecological 
and chemical status of the Thames Middle transitional 
waterbody; and 

 Potential indirect changes to estuarine morphology and 
hydrodynamic processes through installation of new wharf 
infrastructure (e.g. jetties or dolphins). The significance of 
this will vary depending on the extent of change to the 
Wharf. 

 Accidental spills and leaks of materials and hazardous 
substances (e.g. construction materials, fuel, sewage, 
contaminated water) from civil works to establish new 
development; 

 Re-suspension and deposition of suspended sediments 
(e.g. smothering effect) assuming significant work as 
mentioned above is required; 

 Re-suspension and dispersion of contaminated sediment 
assuming demolition and construction is required;  

 As a result of the above, potential impact on the 
ecological and chemical status of the Thames Middle 
transitional waterbody; and 

 Potential changes to estuarine morphology and 
hydrodynamic processes (e.g. increased sedimentation) 
through installation of new infrastructure. 

Effect significance  - - 

Climate Change  Long-term, cumulative reduction in GHG emissions 
through the modal shift of freight transport from road to 
river; 

 Reduction in the level of protection from existing flood 
defence structures, depending on the extent of 
modification or expansion to the Wharf;  

 Increase in the level of protection from existing and new 
flood defence structures, when enhanced or strengthened 
alongside Wharf modification/expansion; and 

 Wharf located within Flood Risk Zone 3; risk of flooding 

 Long-term and cumulative increase in GHG emissions if 
freight is transported by road instead of the river; 

 Reduction in the level of protection from existing flood 
defence structures, depending on the extent of the 
development of the facility replacing the Wharf;  

 Increase in the level of protection from existing and new 
flood defence structures, depending on the extent of how 
the new development is protected; and 

 Wharf located within Flood Risk Zone 3; risk of flooding 
during extreme weather events. 
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SEA Topic 
Summary of Potential Impacts 

Alternative 1: Continue to safeguard wharf  Alternative 2: Release wharf from safeguarding  

during extreme weather events. 

Effect significance  ++/- --/+ 

Air Quality  Long-term, cumulative contribution to the improvement of 
air quality in London through a reduction in the transport of 
freight by road and therefore a reduction in emissions of 
NO2, PM10 and PM2.5 from vehicle exhausts; and 
Localised increases in pollutants (including NO2, SO2, PM10 
and PM2.5) and dust emissions associated with exhaust 
emissions from construction and operation of the Wharf 
(wharf located within an AQMA) e.g. vessels berthing, 
mobile machinery within the facility and vehicles accessing 
the Wharf. 

 Long-term cumulative contribution to the reduction in air 
quality in London through the shift of freight transport by 
river to road and therefore increased emissions of NO2, 

PM10 and PM2.5; and 
 Localised increases in pollutants (including NO2, PM10 

and PM2.5) and dust emissions associated with 
construction activities and operation of a new 
development (wharf located within an AQMA). 

Effect significance  ++/ - -- 

Noise and Vibration  Localised, intermittent increases in noise and vibration 
disturbance to local residents and terrestrial and marine 
ecology if current use of wharf is modified or expanded 
and; and 

 Potential for long-term, cumulative contribution to the 
reduction of traffic noise across London’s road network 
through the reduction of transportation of freight by road. 

 Localised intermittent increases in noise and vibration 
disturbances to local residents and terrestrial and marine 
ecology associated with change of use and future 
development of the site; and 

 Potential for long-term, cumulative contribution to the 
increase of traffic noise across London’s road network. 
Freight that may have been transported by river will 
instead be transported by road. 

Effect significance -/++ - 

Transport, 
Navigation and 
Shipping 

 Long-term, cumulative reduction in congestion and 
pressure on London’s road network through the continued 
provision of the Wharf and associated infrastructure to 
promote river freight transport; and 

 Potential for localised, intermittent disruption to current 
navigation and shipping activities associated with an 
increase in freight being transported along the river and 
accessing the Wharf. 

 Permanent loss of valuable riverside infrastructure;  
 Long-term cumulative increase in congestion and 

pressure on London’s road network; and 
 Changes in safety risk brought about by change of use, 

for example, improved safety on the river from absence 
of vessels but increased volumes on local roads from 
new traffic movements (i.e. construction/operation traffic 
and displaced river trade). 

Effect significance ++/ - -- 

Townscape, 
Waterscape and 
Visual 

 Due to active use of wharf and industrial nature of  the site 
and surrounding land, no impact on the existing 
townscape, waterscape and visual setting of the Wharf 
and its surroundings is anticipated; and 

 Continued use unlikely to affect the Greater Thames NCA 
within which the Wharf is located due to existing 
industrialised nature of site. 

 Potential for permanent changes to the existing 
townscape, waterscape and visual setting of the Wharf 
and its surroundings, depending on design. E.g.  space 
restriction - residential development may exceed the 
height of surrounding buildings (i.e. to ensure financial 
viability and return); and 

 Potential for permanent changes to the Greater Thames 
Estuary NCA associated with construction and operation 
activities. 

Effect significance 0 ? 

Historic Environment  The Grade II Listed Building ‘Jetty Number 4 and 
Approach, Formerly at Samuel Williams and Company, 
Dagenham Dock’ is located 0.3km south east of the 
Wharf within the 500m study area. Whilst continued use 
of the Wharf is unlikely to impact these assets, 
modification or expansion of the Wharf may be subject to 
additional planning controls administered by the Local 
Planning Authority e.g. Listed Building Consent;  

 Other Grade I (‘Crossness Pumping Station’) and Grade 
II (‘Workshop Range to South West of Main Engine 
House Crossness Pumping Station’ and ‘Workshop 
Range to South East of Main Engine House Crossness 
Pumping Station’) Listed Buildings are located outside of 
the 500m study area on the opposite bank of the River 
Thames. Continued use and/or modification and 
expansion of the Wharf is anticipated to have no impact 
on these assets; and 

 The Grade II Listed Building ‘Jetty Number 4 and 
Approach, Formerly at Samuel Williams and Company, 
Dagenham Dock’ is located 0.3km south east of the 
Wharf within the 500m study area. Change of use and 
future development of the Wharf will likely be subject to 
additional planning controls administered by the Local 
Planning Authority e.g. Listed Building Consent;  

 Other Grade I (‘Crossness Pumping Station’) and Grade 
II (‘Workshop Range to South West of Main Engine 
House Crossness Pumping Station’ and ‘Workshop 
Range to South East of Main Engine House Crossness 
Pumping Station’) Listed Buildings are located outside of 
the 500m study area on the opposite bank of the River 
Thames. Change of use and future development of the 
Wharf has the potential to impact these assets 
depending on the type and extent of the development; 
and 
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SEA Topic 
Summary of Potential Impacts 

Alternative 1: Continue to safeguard wharf  Alternative 2: Release wharf from safeguarding  

 Continued use unlikely to increase risk of disturbance and 
damage to unknown archaeological assets. 

 Risk of disturbance and damage to unknown 
archaeological assets through change of use and new 
development. 

Effect significance -/? -/? 

Safeguarding 
Recommendation 

The 2018 Review has recommended that Pinnacle Terminal Wharf is retained as a safeguarded wharf. This recommendation 
is based on the following: 
 
 The Wharf is in active use; 
 Wharf characteristics are flexible to meet a range of operational needs; 
 Wharf contains appropriate infrastructure for the storage of petroleum products and is the most westerly of this type of 

facility within the Port of London; and 
 The Wharf falls within the Dagenham Dock Employment Area Strategic Industrial Location and London Riverside 

Opportunity Area. 
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Current Use: Active Use – The Wharf is currently operated for the production of asphalt. The berth is accessible for both barges and 

sea-going vessels at or near high water. 

Table 45 – Summary of the potential impacts of the development alternatives assessed for No. 1 Western Extension Wharf  

SEA Topic 
Summary of Potential Impacts 

Alternative 1: Continue to safeguard wharf  Alternative 2: Release wharf from safeguarding  

Population and 
Health 

 The Wharf cannot be used for residential, commercial or 
industrial development to accommodate London’s growing 
population (long-term); 

 The Wharf is located adjacent to an industrialised area, 
development of the Wharf for river freight handling is not 
anticipated to change the status quo of the area;  

 The towns of Dagenham and Rainham are located 1km 
and 2.8km north and north east of the Wharf. The Wharf 
currently operates as an asphalt production facility, 
continued use and/or expansion or modification of the 
Wharf is not anticipated to disrupt local residents due to 
the distance to the Wharf and the existing operations;  

 Direct and indirect benefits to local employment and 
businesses; and 

 Long-term cumulative benefits to health from reducing 
emissions from road traffic (see Air Quality and Noise). 

 Due to the surrounding industrial nature of the area, 
development of this wharf will unlikely be for residential 
purposes. Future development will likely be for industry, 
commercial, retail or mixed use. 

 Potential for indirect effects (e.g. nuisance, pollution, 
safety risks, congestion) from increased road traffic used 
to carry freight. 
 

Effect significance  -/+ - 

Biodiversity, Flora 
and Fauna 

 Potential for cumulative spread of INNS from vessels, but 
low probability;  

 Potential for disturbance to the River Thames SINC; and 
 Potential for cumulative increased river traffic to affect 

migratory fish species, including European smelt a feature 
of the Upper Thames and Swanscombe rMCZs. 

 Potential for indirect impact from new development 
(depending on new use) upon the FOCI and broad-scale 
habitats of the Upper Thames and Swanscombe rMCZs;  

 Potential for disturbance to the River Thames SINC; and 
 Loss, damage or disturbance to terrestrial and marine 

ecology within and adjacent to the River Thames from 
new development and its activities. 

Effect significance  - -- 

Estuarine Processes 
and Water Quality 

 Accidental spills and leaks of materials and hazardous 
substances (e.g. oils and greases, fuels, construction 
materials, sewage, and grey water) from vessels and 
freight handling facilities; 

 Re-suspension and deposition of suspended sediments if 
any capital works on the riverbed are required as part of 
modification/retrofit or extension/expansion of freight 
handling facilities; 

 Re-suspension and dispersion of contaminated sediment if 
any capital works on the Riverbed were required (as 
above);  

 As a result of the above, potential impact on the ecological 
and chemical status of the Thames Middle transitional 
waterbody; and 

 Potential indirect changes to estuarine morphology and 
hydrodynamic processes through installation of new wharf 
infrastructure (e.g. jetties or dolphins). The significance of 
this will vary depending on the extent of change to the 
Wharf. 

 Accidental spills and leaks of materials and hazardous 
substances (e.g. construction materials, fuel, sewage, 
contaminated water) from civil works to establish new 
development; 

 Re-suspension and deposition of suspended sediments 
(e.g. smothering effect) assuming significant work as 
mentioned above is required; 

 Re-suspension and dispersion of contaminated sediment 
assuming demolition and construction is required;  

 As a result of the above, potential impact on the 
ecological and chemical status of the Thames Middle 
transitional waterbody; and 

 Potential changes to estuarine morphology and 
hydrodynamic processes (e.g. increased sedimentation) 
through installation of new infrastructure. 

Effect significance  - - 

Climate Change  Long-term, cumulative reduction in GHG emissions 
through the modal shift of freight transport from road to 
river; 

 Reduction in the level of protection from existing flood 
defence structures, depending on the extent of 
modification or expansion to the Wharf;  

 Increase in the level of protection from existing and new 
flood defence structures, when enhanced or strengthened 
alongside Wharf modification/expansion; and 

 Wharf located within Flood Risk Zone 3; risk of flooding 
during extreme weather events. 

 Long-term and cumulative increase in GHG emissions if 
freight is transported by road instead of the river; 

 Reduction in the level of protection from existing flood 
defence structures, depending on the extent of the 
development of the facility replacing the Wharf;  

 Increase in the level of protection from existing and new 
flood defence structures, depending on the extent of how 
the new development is protected; and 

 Wharf located within Flood Risk Zone 3; risk of flooding 
during extreme weather events. 
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SEA Topic 
Summary of Potential Impacts 

Alternative 1: Continue to safeguard wharf  Alternative 2: Release wharf from safeguarding  

Effect significance  ++/- --/+ 

Air Quality  Long-term, cumulative contribution to the improvement of 
air quality in London through a reduction in the transport of 
freight by road and therefore a reduction in emissions of 
NO2, PM10 and PM2.5 from vehicle exhausts; and 

 Localised increases in pollutants (including NO2, SO2, PM10 
and PM2.5) and dust emissions associated with exhaust 
emissions from construction and operation of the Wharf 
(wharf located within an AQMA) e.g. vessels berthing, 
mobile machinery within the facility and vehicles accessing 
the Wharf. 

 Long-term cumulative contribution to the reduction in air 
quality in London through the shift of freight transport by 
river to road and therefore increased emissions of NO2, 

PM10 and PM2.5; and 
 Localised increases in pollutants (including NO2, PM10 

and PM2.5) and dust emissions associated with 
construction activities and operation of a new 
development (wharf located within an AQMA). 

Effect significance  ++/ - -- 

Noise and Vibration  Localised, intermittent increases in noise and vibration 
disturbance to local residents and terrestrial and marine 
ecology if current use of wharf is modified or expanded 
and; and 

 Potential for long-term, cumulative contribution to the 
reduction of traffic noise across London’s road network 
through the reduction of transportation of freight by road. 

 Localised intermittent increases in noise and vibration 
disturbances to local residents and terrestrial and marine 
ecology associated with change of use and future 
development of the site; and 

 Potential for long-term, cumulative contribution to the 
increase of traffic noise across London’s road network. 
Freight that may have been transported by river will 
instead be transported by road. 

Effect significance -/++ - 

Transport, 
Navigation and 
Shipping 

 Long-term, cumulative reduction in congestion and 
pressure on London’s road network through the continued 
provision of the Wharf and associated infrastructure to 
promote river freight transport; and 

 Potential for localised, intermittent disruption to current 
navigation and shipping activities associated with an 
increase in freight being transported along the river and 
accessing the Wharf. 

 Permanent loss of valuable riverside infrastructure;  
 Long-term cumulative increase in congestion and 

pressure on London’s road network; and 
 Changes in safety risk brought about by change of use, 

for example, improved safety on the river from absence 
of vessels but increased volumes on local roads from 
new traffic movements (i.e. construction/operation traffic 
and displaced river trade). 

Effect significance ++/ - -- 

Townscape, 
Waterscape and 
Visual 

 Due to active use of wharf and industrial nature of  the site 
and surrounding land, no impact on the existing 
townscape, waterscape and visual setting of the Wharf 
and its surroundings is anticipated; and 

 Continued use unlikely to affect the Greater Thames NCA 
within which the Wharf is located due to existing 
industrialised nature of site. 

 Potential for permanent changes to the existing 
townscape, waterscape and visual setting of the Wharf 
and its surroundings, depending on design. E.g.  space 
restriction - residential development may exceed the 
height of surrounding buildings (i.e. to ensure financial 
viability and return); and 

 Potential for permanent changes to the Greater Thames 
Estuary NCA associated with construction and operation 
activities. 

Effect significance 0 ? 

Historic Environment  The Grade II Listed Building ‘Jetty Number 4 and 
Approach, Formerly at Samuel Williams and Company, 
Dagenham Dock’ is located 0.2km south east of the 
Wharf within the 500m study area. Whilst continued use 
of the Wharf is unlikely to impact these assets, 
modification or expansion of the Wharf may be subject to 
additional planning controls administered by the Local 
Planning Authority e.g. Listed Building Consent;  

 Other Grade I (‘Crossness Pumping Station’) and Grade 
II (‘Workshop Range to South West of Main Engine 
House Crossness Pumping Station’ and ‘Workshop 
Range to South East of Main Engine House Crossness 
Pumping Station’) Listed Buildings are located outside of 
the 500m study area on the opposite bank of the River 
Thames. Continued use and/or modification and 
expansion of the Wharf is anticipated to have no impact 
on these assets; and 

 Continued use unlikely to increase risk of disturbance and 
damage to unknown archaeological assets. 

 The Grade II Listed Building ‘Jetty Number 4 and 
Approach, Formerly at Samuel Williams and Company, 
Dagenham Dock’ is located 0.2km south east of the 
Wharf within the 500m study area. Change of use and 
future development of the Wharf will likely be subject to 
additional planning controls administered by the Local 
Planning Authority e.g. Listed Building Consent;  

 Other Grade I (‘Crossness Pumping Station’) and Grade 
II (‘Workshop Range to South West of Main Engine 
House Crossness Pumping Station’ and ‘Workshop 
Range to South East of Main Engine House Crossness 
Pumping Station’) Listed Buildings are located outside of 
the 500m study area on the opposite bank of the River 
Thames. Change of use and future development of the 
Wharf has the potential to impact these assets 
depending on the type and extent of the development. 

 Risk of disturbance and damage to unknown 
archaeological assets through change of use and new 
development. 
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SEA Topic 
Summary of Potential Impacts 

Alternative 1: Continue to safeguard wharf  Alternative 2: Release wharf from safeguarding  

Effect significance -/? -/? 

Safeguarding 
Recommendation 

The 2018 Review has recommended that No.1 Western Extension is retained as a safeguarded wharf. This recommendation 
is based on the following: 
 
 The Wharf is in active use; 
 Wharf characteristics are flexible to meet a range of operational needs; 
 The Wharf falls within the Dagenham Dock Employment Area Strategic Industrial Location and London Riverside 

Opportunity Area. 
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Current Use: Active Use – The Wharf is currently operated for the recycling and processing of scrap metal. The berth at the Wharf is 

accessible for vessels at or near high water. 

Table 46 – Summary of the potential impacts of the development alternatives assessed for East Jetty Wharf  

SEA Topic 
Summary of Potential Impacts 

Alternative 1: Continue to safeguard wharf  Alternative 2: Release wharf from safeguarding  

Population and 
Health 

 The Wharf cannot be used for residential, commercial or 
industrial development to accommodate London’s growing 
population (long-term); 

 The Wharf is located adjacent to an industrialised area, 
development of the Wharf for river freight handling is not 
anticipated to change the status quo of the area;  

 The towns of Dagenham and Rainham are located 1km 
and 2.8km north and north east of the Wharf. The Wharf 
currently operates as a scrap metal recycling and 
processing centre, further development is not anticipated 
to disrupt local residents due to the distance to the Wharf 
and the existing operations;  

 Direct and indirect benefits to local employment and 
businesses; and 

 Long-term cumulative benefits to health from reducing 
emissions from road traffic (see Air Quality and Noise). 

 Due to the surrounding industrial nature of the area, 
development of this wharf will unlikely be for residential 
purposes. Future development will likely be for industry, 
commercial, retail or mixed use. 

 Potential for indirect effects (e.g. nuisance, pollution, 
safety risks, congestion) from increased road traffic used 
to carry freight. 
 

Effect significance  -/+ - 

Biodiversity, Flora 
and Fauna 

 Potential for cumulative spread of INNS from vessels, but 
low probability;  

 Potential for disturbance to the River Thames SINC; and 
 Potential for cumulative increased river traffic to affect 

migratory fish species, including European smelt a feature 
of the Upper Thames and Swanscombe rMCZs. 

 Potential for indirect impact from new development 
(depending on new use) upon the FOCI and broad-scale 
habitats of the Upper Thames and Swanscombe rMCZs;  

 Potential for disturbance to the River Thames SINC; and 
 Loss, damage or disturbance to terrestrial and marine 

ecology within and adjacent to the River Thames from 
new development and its activities. 

Effect significance  - -- 

Estuarine Processes 
and Water Quality 

 Accidental spills and leaks of materials and hazardous 
substances (e.g. oils and greases, fuels, construction 
materials, sewage, and grey water) from vessels and 
freight handling facilities; 

 Re-suspension and deposition of suspended sediments if 
any capital works on the riverbed are required as part of 
modification/retrofit or extension/expansion of freight 
handling facilities; 

 Re-suspension and dispersion of contaminated sediment if 
any capital works on the Riverbed were required (as 
above);  

 As a result of the above, potential impact on the ecological 
and chemical status of the Thames Middle transitional 
waterbody; and 

 Potential indirect changes to estuarine morphology and 
hydrodynamic processes through installation of new wharf 
infrastructure (e.g. jetties or dolphins). The significance of 
this will vary depending on the extent of change to the 
Wharf. 

 Accidental spills and leaks of materials and hazardous 
substances (e.g. construction materials, fuel, sewage, 
contaminated water) from civil works to establish new 
development; 

 Re-suspension and deposition of suspended sediments 
(e.g. smothering effect) assuming significant work as 
mentioned above is required; 

 Re-suspension and dispersion of contaminated sediment 
assuming demolition and construction is required;  

 As a result of the above, potential impact on the 
ecological and chemical status of the Thames Middle 
transitional waterbody; and 

 Potential changes to estuarine morphology and 
hydrodynamic processes (e.g. increased sedimentation) 
through installation of new infrastructure. 

Effect significance  - - 

Climate Change  Long-term, cumulative reduction in GHG emissions 
through the modal shift of freight transport from road to 
river; 

 Reduction in the level of protection from existing flood 
defence structures, depending on the extent of 
modification or expansion to the Wharf;  

 Increase in the level of protection from existing and new 
flood defence structures, when enhanced or strengthened 
alongside Wharf modification/expansion; and 

 Wharf located within Flood Risk Zone 3; risk of flooding 
during extreme weather events. 

 Long-term and cumulative increase in GHG emissions if 
freight is transported by road instead of the river; 

 Reduction in the level of protection from existing flood 
defence structures, depending on the extent of the 
development of the facility replacing the Wharf;  

 Increase in the level of protection from existing and new 
flood defence structures, depending on the extent of how 
the new development is protected; and 

 Wharf located within Flood Risk Zone 3; risk of flooding 
during extreme weather events. 



 

WSP SAFEGUARDED WHARVES REVIEW 
February 2018 Project No.: 70039219 | Our Ref No.: 70039219_ER App 2 
Page 68 of 83 Greater London Authority 

SEA Topic 
Summary of Potential Impacts 

Alternative 1: Continue to safeguard wharf  Alternative 2: Release wharf from safeguarding  

Effect significance  ++/- --/+ 

Air Quality  Long-term, cumulative contribution to the improvement of 
air quality in London through a reduction in the transport of 
freight by road and therefore a reduction in emissions of 
NO2, PM10 and PM2.5 from vehicle exhausts; and 

 Localised increases in pollutants (including NO2, SO2, PM10 
and PM2.5) and dust emissions associated with exhaust 
emissions from construction and operation of the Wharf 
(wharf located within an AQMA) e.g. vessels berthing, 
mobile machinery within the facility and vehicles accessing 
the Wharf. 

 Long-term cumulative contribution to the reduction in air 
quality in London through the shift of freight transport by 
river to road and therefore increased emissions of NO2, 

PM10 and PM2.5; and 
 Localised increases in pollutants (including NO2, PM10 

and PM2.5) and dust emissions associated with 
construction activities and operation of a new 
development (wharf located within an AQMA). 

Effect significance  ++/ - -- 

Noise and Vibration  Localised, intermittent increases in noise and vibration 
disturbance to local residents and terrestrial and marine 
ecology if current use of wharf is modified or expanded 
and; and 

 Potential for long-term, cumulative contribution to the 
reduction of traffic noise across London’s road network 
through the reduction of transportation of freight by road. 

 Localised intermittent increases in noise and vibration 
disturbances to local residents and terrestrial and marine 
ecology associated with change of use and future 
development of the site; and 

 Potential for long-term, cumulative contribution to the 
increase of traffic noise across London’s road network. 
Freight that may have been transported by river will 
instead be transported by road. 

Effect significance -/++ - 

Transport, 
Navigation and 
Shipping 

 Long-term, cumulative reduction in congestion and 
pressure on London’s road network through the continued 
provision of the Wharf and associated infrastructure to 
promote river freight transport; and 

 Potential for localised, intermittent disruption to current 
navigation and shipping activities associated with an 
increase in freight being transported along the river and 
accessing the Wharf. 

 Permanent loss of valuable riverside infrastructure;  
 Long-term cumulative increase in congestion and 

pressure on London’s road network; and 
 Changes in safety risk brought about by change of use, 

for example, improved safety on the river from absence 
of vessels but increased volumes on local roads from 
new traffic movements (i.e. construction/operation traffic 
and displaced river trade). 

Effect significance ++/ - -- 

Townscape, 
Waterscape and 
Visual 

 Due to active use of wharf and industrial nature of  the site 
and surrounding land, no impact on the existing 
townscape, waterscape and visual setting of the Wharf 
and its surroundings is anticipated; and 

 Continued use unlikely to affect the Greater Thames NCA 
within which the Wharf is located due to existing 
industrialised nature of site. 

 Potential for permanent changes to the existing 
townscape, waterscape and visual setting of the Wharf 
and its surroundings, depending on design. E.g.  space 
restriction - residential development may exceed the 
height of surrounding buildings (i.e. to ensure financial 
viability and return); and 

 Potential for permanent changes to the Greater Thames 
Estuary NCA associated with construction and operation 
activities. 

Effect significance 0 ? 

Historic Environment  The Grade II Listed Building ‘Jetty Number 4 and 
Approach, Formerly at Samuel Williams and Company, 
Dagenham Dock’ is located 0.05km south of the Wharf 
within the 500m study area. Whilst continued use of the 
Wharf is unlikely to impact these assets, modification or 
expansion of the Wharf may be subject to additional 
planning controls administered by the Local Planning 
Authority e.g. Listed Building Consent;  

 Other Grade I (‘Crossness Pumping Station’) and Grade 
II (‘Workshop Range to South West of Main Engine 
House Crossness Pumping Station’ and ‘Workshop 
Range to South East of Main Engine House Crossness 
Pumping Station’) Listed Buildings are located outside of 
the 500m study area on the opposite bank of the River 
Thames. Continued use and/or modification and 
expansion of the Wharf is anticipated to have no impact 
on these assets; and 

 Continued use unlikely to increase risk of disturbance and 
damage to unknown archaeological assets. 

 The Grade II Listed Building ‘Jetty Number 4 and 
Approach, Formerly at Samuel Williams and Company, 
Dagenham Dock’ is located 0.05km south of the Wharf 
within the 500m study area. Change of use and future 
development of the Wharf will likely be subject to 
additional planning controls administered by the Local 
Planning Authority e.g. Listed Building Consent;  

 Other Grade I (‘Crossness Pumping Station’) and Grade 
II (‘Workshop Range to South West of Main Engine 
House Crossness Pumping Station’ and ‘Workshop 
Range to South East of Main Engine House Crossness 
Pumping Station’) Listed Buildings are located outside of 
the 500m study area on the opposite bank of the River 
Thames. Change of use and future development of the 
Wharf has the potential to impact these assets 
depending on the type and extent of the development. 

 Risk of disturbance and damage to unknown 
archaeological assets through change of use and new 
development. 
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SEA Topic 
Summary of Potential Impacts 

Alternative 1: Continue to safeguard wharf  Alternative 2: Release wharf from safeguarding  

Effect significance -/? -/? 

Safeguarding 
Recommendation 

The 2018 Review has recommended that East Jetty is retained as a safeguarded wharf. This recommendation is based on the 
following: 
 
 The Wharf is in active use; 
 Wharf characteristics are flexible to meet a range of operational needs; 
 The Wharf falls within the Dagenham Dock Employment Area Strategic Industrial Location and London Riverside 

Opportunity Area. 
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Current Use: Active Use – The Wharf is currently operated for the movement of aggregate (approximately 1,298,000 tonnes per 

annum). Two jetties at the Wharf can accommodate self-discharging dredgers at all states of the tide, the barge berth has sufficient 
water to enable the berthing of large barges (1,000 tonnes) across the tide. Other facilities at the Wharf include an asphalt plant and 
concrete batching plant. 

Table 47 – Summary of the potential impacts of the development alternatives assessed for No. 4 Jetty Wharf  

SEA Topic 

Summary of Potential Impacts 

Alternative 1: Continue to safeguard wharf  Alternative 2: Release wharf from safeguarding  

Population and 
Health 

 The Wharf cannot be used for residential, commercial or 
industrial development to accommodate London’s growing 
population (long-term); 

 The Wharf is located adjacent to an industrialised area, 
development of the Wharf for river freight handling is not 
anticipated to change the status quo of the area;  

 The towns of Dagenham and Rainham are located 1km 
and 2.8km north and north east of the Wharf. The Wharf 
currently operates as a river freight handling facility, further 
development is not anticipated to disrupt local residents 
due to the distance to the Wharf and the existing 
operations;  

 Direct and indirect benefits to local employment and 
businesses; and 

 Long-term cumulative benefits to health from reducing 
emissions from road traffic (see Air Quality and Noise). 

 Due to the surrounding industrial nature of the area, 
development of this wharf will unlikely be for residential 
purposes. Future development will likely be for industry, 
commercial, retail or mixed use. 

 Potential for indirect effects (e.g. nuisance, pollution, 
safety risks, congestion) from increased road traffic used 
to carry freight. 
 

Effect significance  -/+ - 

Biodiversity, Flora 
and Fauna 

 Potential for cumulative spread of INNS from vessels, but 
low probability;  

 Potential for disturbance to the River Thames SINC; and 
 Potential for cumulative increased river traffic to affect 

migratory fish species, including European smelt a feature 
of the Upper Thames and Swanscombe rMCZs. 

 Potential for indirect impact from new development 
(depending on new use) upon the FOCI and broad-scale 
habitats of the Upper Thames and Swanscombe rMCZs;  

 Potential for disturbance to the River Thames SINC; and 
 Loss, damage or disturbance to terrestrial and marine 

ecology within and adjacent to the River Thames from 
new development and its activities. 

Effect significance  - -- 

Estuarine Processes 
and Water Quality 

 Accidental spills and leaks of materials and hazardous 
substances (e.g. oils and greases, fuels, construction 
materials, sewage, and grey water) from vessels and 
freight handling facilities; 

 Re-suspension and deposition of suspended sediments if 
any capital works on the riverbed are required as part of 
modification/retrofit or extension/expansion of freight 
handling facilities; 

 Re-suspension and dispersion of contaminated sediment if 
any capital works on the Riverbed were required (as 
above);  

 As a result of the above, potential impact on the ecological 
and chemical status of the Thames Middle transitional 
waterbody; and 

 Potential indirect changes to estuarine morphology and 
hydrodynamic processes through installation of new wharf 
infrastructure (e.g. jetties or dolphins). The significance of 
this will vary depending on the extent of change to the 
Wharf. 

 Accidental spills and leaks of materials and hazardous 
substances (e.g. construction materials, fuel, sewage, 
contaminated water) from civil works to establish new 
development; 

 Re-suspension and deposition of suspended sediments 
(e.g. smothering effect) assuming significant work as 
mentioned above is required; 

 Re-suspension and dispersion of contaminated sediment 
assuming demolition and construction is required;  

 As a result of the above, potential impact on the 
ecological and chemical status of the Thames Middle 
transitional waterbody; and 

 Potential changes to estuarine morphology and 
hydrodynamic processes (e.g. increased sedimentation) 
through installation of new infrastructure. 

Effect significance  - - 

Climate Change  Long-term, cumulative reduction in GHG emissions 
through the modal shift of freight transport from road to 
river; 

 Reduction in the level of protection from existing flood 
defence structures, depending on the extent of 
modification or expansion to the Wharf;  

 Increase in the level of protection from existing and new 
flood defence structures, when enhanced or strengthened 
alongside Wharf modification/expansion; and 

 Wharf located within Flood Risk Zone 3; risk of flooding 

 Long-term and cumulative increase in GHG emissions if 
freight is transported by road instead of the river; 

 Reduction in the level of protection from existing flood 
defence structures, depending on the extent of the 
development of the facility replacing the Wharf;  

 Increase in the level of protection from existing and new 
flood defence structures, depending on the extent of how 
the new development is protected; and 

 Wharf located within Flood Risk Zone 3; risk of flooding 
during extreme weather events. 
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SEA Topic 

Summary of Potential Impacts 

Alternative 1: Continue to safeguard wharf  Alternative 2: Release wharf from safeguarding  

during extreme weather events. 

Effect significance  ++/- --/+ 

Air Quality  Long-term, cumulative contribution to the improvement of 
air quality in London through a reduction in the transport of 
freight by road and therefore a reduction in emissions of 
NO2, PM10 and PM2.5 from vehicle exhausts; and 

 Localised increases in pollutants (including NO2, SO2, PM10 
and PM2.5) and dust emissions associated with exhaust 
emissions from construction and operation of the Wharf 
(wharf located within an AQMA) e.g. vessels berthing, 
mobile machinery within the facility and vehicles accessing 
the Wharf. 

 Long-term cumulative contribution to the reduction in air 
quality in London through the shift of freight transport by 
river to road and therefore increased emissions of NO2, 

PM10 and PM2.5; and 
 Localised increases in pollutants (including NO2, PM10 

and PM2.5) and dust emissions associated with 
construction activities and operation of a new 
development (wharf located within an AQMA). 

Effect significance  ++/ - -- 

Noise and Vibration  Localised, intermittent increases in noise and vibration 
disturbance to local residents and terrestrial and marine 
ecology if current use of wharf is modified or expanded 
and; and 

 Potential for long-term, cumulative contribution to the 
reduction of traffic noise across London’s road network 
through the reduction of transportation of freight by road. 

 Localised intermittent increases in noise and vibration 
disturbances to local residents and terrestrial and marine 
ecology associated with change of use and future 
development of the site; and 

 Potential for long-term, cumulative contribution to the 
increase of traffic noise across London’s road network. 
Freight that may have been transported by river will 
instead be transported by road. 

Effect significance -/++ - 

Transport, 
Navigation and 
Shipping 

 Long-term, cumulative reduction in congestion and 
pressure on London’s road network through the continued 
provision of the Wharf and associated infrastructure to 
promote river freight transport; and 

 Potential for localised, intermittent disruption to current 
navigation and shipping activities associated with an 
increase in freight being transported along the river and 
accessing the Wharf. 

 Permanent loss of valuable riverside infrastructure;  
 Long-term cumulative increase in congestion and 

pressure on London’s road network; and 
 Changes in safety risk brought about by change of use, 

for example, improved safety on the river from absence 
of vessels but increased volumes on local roads from 
new traffic movements (i.e. construction/operation traffic 
and displaced river trade). 

Effect significance ++/ - -- 

Townscape, 
Waterscape and 
Visual 

 Due to active use of wharf and industrial nature of  the site 
and surrounding land, no impact on the existing 
townscape, waterscape and visual setting of the Wharf 
and its surroundings is anticipated; and 

 Continued use is unlikely to affect the Greater Thames 
NCA within which the Wharf is located due to existing 
industrialised nature of site. 

 Potential for permanent changes to the existing 
townscape, waterscape and visual setting of the Wharf 
and its surroundings, depending on design. E.g.  space 
restriction - residential development may exceed the 
height of surrounding buildings (i.e. to ensure financial 
viability and return); and 

 Potential for permanent changes to the Greater Thames 
Estuary NCA associated with construction and operation 
activities. 

Effect significance 0 ? 

Historic Environment  The Grade II Listed Building ‘Jetty Number 4 and 
Approach, Formerly at Samuel Williams and Company, 
Dagenham Dock’ is located on the Wharf within the 500m 
study area. Whilst continued use of the Wharf is unlikely to 
impact these assets, modification or expansion of the 
Wharf may be subject to additional planning controls 
administered by the Local Planning Authority e.g. Listed 
Building Consent; and 

 Other Grade I (‘Crossness Pumping Station’) and Grade II 
(‘Workshop Range to South West of Main Engine House 
Crossness Pumping Station’ and ‘Workshop Range to 
South East of Main Engine House Crossness Pumping 
Station’) Listed Buildings are located outside of the 500m 
study area on the opposite bank of the River Thames. 
Continued use and/or modification and expansion of the 
Wharf is anticipated to have no impact on these assets. 

 Continued use unlikely to increase risk of disturbance and 

 The Grade II Listed Building ‘Jetty Number 4 and 
Approach, Formerly at Samuel Williams and Company, 
Dagenham Dock’ is located on the Wharf within the 
500m study area. Change of use and future 
development of the Wharf will likely be subject to 
additional planning controls administered by the Local 
Planning Authority e.g. Listed Building Consent;  

 Other Grade I (‘Crossness Pumping Station’) and Grade 
II (‘Workshop Range to South West of Main Engine 
House Crossness Pumping Station’ and ‘Workshop 
Range to South East of Main Engine House Crossness 
Pumping Station’) Listed Buildings are located outside of 
the 500m study area on the opposite bank of the River 
Thames. Change of use and future development of the 
Wharf has the potential to impact these assets 
depending on the type and extent of the development. 

 Due to the location of these assets from the Wharf, 
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SEA Topic 

Summary of Potential Impacts 

Alternative 1: Continue to safeguard wharf  Alternative 2: Release wharf from safeguarding  

damage to unknown archaeological assets. continued use of the Wharf is anticipated to have no 
impacts on these assets.  

 and 
 Risk of disturbance and damage to unknown 

archaeological assets through change of use and new 
development. 

Effect significance --/? --/? 

Safeguarding 
Recommendation 

The 2018 Review has recommended that No.4 Jetty is retained as a safeguarded wharf. This recommendation is based on the 
following: 
 
 The Wharf is in active use as a river freight handling facility and contains freight handling infrastructure; 
 Wharf characteristics are flexible to meet a range of operational needs; 
 Berth characteristics are appropriate to accommodate a range of barge sizes at all states of the tide;  
 A railway siding is located on the Wharf and provides the opportunity for inter-modal transfers of freight; 
 The Wharf falls within the Dagenham Dock Employment Area Strategic Industrial Location and London Riverside 

Opportunity Area. 
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48 FORD DAGENHAM TERMINAL 

Environmental Constraints Map 
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Current Use: Active Use –The Wharf is currently operated as a Ro-Ro jetty for freight and vessels, with up to three sailings per day to 

Europe. 

Table 48 – Summary of the potential impacts of the development alternatives assessed for Ford Dagenham Terminal Wharf  

SEA Topic 
Summary of Potential Impacts 

Alternative 1: Continue to safeguard wharf  Alternative 2: Release wharf from safeguarding  

Population and 
Health 

 The Wharf cannot be used for residential, commercial or 
industrial development to accommodate London’s growing 
population (long-term); 

 The Wharf is located adjacent to an industrialised area, 
development of the Wharf for river freight handling is not 
anticipated to change the status quo of the area;  

 The towns of Dagenham and Rainham are located 1km 
and 2.8km north and north east of the Wharf. The Wharf 
currently operates as a river freight handling facility, further 
development is not anticipated to disrupt local residents 
due to the distance to the Wharf and the existing 
operations;  

 Direct and indirect benefits to local employment and 
businesses; and 

 Long-term cumulative benefits to health from reducing 
emissions from road traffic (see Air Quality and Noise). 

 Due to the surrounding industrial nature of the area, 
development of this wharf will unlikely be for residential 
purposes. Future development will likely be for industry, 
commercial, retail or mixed use. 

 Potential for indirect effects (e.g. nuisance, pollution, 
safety risks, congestion) from increased road traffic used 
to carry freight. 
 

Effect significance  +/- - 

Biodiversity, Flora 
and Fauna 

 Potential for cumulative spread of INNS from vessels, but 
low probability;  

 Potential for disturbance to the River Thames SINC and 
Inner Thames Marshes SSSI; and 

 Potential for cumulative increased river traffic to affect 
migratory fish species, including European smelt a feature 
of the Upper Thames and Swanscombe rMCZs. 

 Potential for indirect impact from new development 
(depending on new use) upon the FOCI and broad-scale 
habitats of the Upper Thames and Swanscombe rMCZs;  

 Potential for disturbance to the River Thames SINC; and 
 Loss, damage or disturbance to terrestrial and marine 

ecology within and adjacent to the River Thames from 
new development and its activities. 

Effect significance  - -- 

Estuarine Processes 
and Water Quality 

 Accidental spills and leaks of materials and hazardous 
substances (e.g. oils and greases, fuels, construction 
materials, sewage, and grey water) from vessels and 
freight handling facilities; 

 Re-suspension and deposition of suspended sediments if 
any capital works on the riverbed are required as part of 
modification/retrofit or extension/expansion of freight 
handling facilities; 

 Re-suspension and dispersion of contaminated sediment if 
any capital works on the Riverbed were required (as 
above);  

 As a result of the above, potential impact on the ecological 
and chemical status of the Thames Middle transitional 
waterbody; and 

 Potential indirect changes to estuarine morphology and 
hydrodynamic processes through installation of new wharf 
infrastructure (e.g. jetties or dolphins). The significance of 
this will vary depending on the extent of change to the 
Wharf. 

 Accidental spills and leaks of materials and hazardous 
substances (e.g. construction materials, fuel, sewage, 
contaminated water) from civil works to establish new 
development; 

 Re-suspension and deposition of suspended sediments 
(e.g. smothering effect) assuming significant work as 
mentioned above is required; 

 Re-suspension and dispersion of contaminated sediment 
assuming demolition and construction is required;  

 As a result of the above, potential impact on the 
ecological and chemical status of the Thames Middle 
transitional waterbody; and 

 Potential changes to estuarine morphology and 
hydrodynamic processes (e.g. increased sedimentation) 
through installation of new infrastructure. 

Effect significance  - - 

Climate Change  Long-term, cumulative reduction in GHG emissions 
through the modal shift of freight transport from road to 
river; 

 Reduction in the level of protection from existing flood 
defence structures, depending on the extent of 
modification or expansion to the Wharf;  

 Increase in the level of protection from existing and new 
flood defence structures, when enhanced or strengthened 
alongside Wharf modification/expansion; and 

 Wharf located within Flood Risk Zone 3; risk of flooding 
during extreme weather events. 

 Long-term and cumulative increase in GHG emissions if 
freight is transported by road instead of the river; 

 Reduction in the level of protection from existing flood 
defence structures, depending on the extent of the 
development of the facility replacing the Wharf;  

 Increase in the level of protection from existing and new 
flood defence structures, depending on the extent of how 
the new development is protected; and 

 Wharf located within Flood Risk Zone 3; risk of flooding 
during extreme weather events. 
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SEA Topic 
Summary of Potential Impacts 

Alternative 1: Continue to safeguard wharf  Alternative 2: Release wharf from safeguarding  

Effect significance  ++/- --/+ 

Air Quality  Long-term, cumulative contribution to the improvement of 
air quality in London through a reduction in the transport of 
freight by road and therefore a reduction in emissions of 
NO2, PM10 and PM2.5 from vehicle exhausts; and 

 Localised increases in pollutants (including NO2, SO2, PM10 
and PM2.5) and dust emissions associated with exhaust 
emissions from construction and operation of the Wharf 
(wharf located within an AQMA) e.g. vessels berthing, 
mobile machinery within the facility and vehicles accessing 
the Wharf. 

 Long-term cumulative contribution to the reduction in air 
quality in London through the shift of freight transport by 
river to road and therefore increased emissions of NO2, 

PM10 and PM2.5; and 
 Localised increases in pollutants (including NO2, PM10 

and PM2.5) and dust emissions associated with 
construction activities and operation of a new 
development (wharf located within an AQMA). 

Effect significance  ++/ - -- 

Noise and Vibration  Localised, intermittent increases in noise and vibration 
disturbance to local residents and terrestrial and marine 
ecology if current use of wharf is modified or expanded 
and; and 

 Potential for long-term, cumulative contribution to the 
reduction of traffic noise across London’s road network 
through the reduction of transportation of freight by road. 

 Localised intermittent increases in noise and vibration 
disturbances to local residents and terrestrial and marine 
ecology associated with change of use and future 
development of the site; and 

 Potential for long-term, cumulative contribution to the 
increase of traffic noise across London’s road network. 
Freight that may have been transported by river will 
instead be transported by road. 

Effect significance -/++ - 

Transport, 
Navigation and 
Shipping 

 Long-term, cumulative reduction in congestion and 
pressure on London’s road network through the continued 
provision of the Wharf and associated infrastructure to 
promote river freight transport; and 

 Potential for localised, intermittent disruption to current 
navigation and shipping activities associated with an 
increase in freight being transported along the river and 
accessing the Wharf. 

 Permanent loss of valuable riverside infrastructure;  
 Long-term cumulative increase in congestion and 

pressure on London’s road network; and 
 Changes in safety risk brought about by change of use, 

for example, improved safety on the river from absence 
of vessels but increased volumes on local roads from 
new traffic movements (i.e. construction/operation traffic 
and displaced river trade). 

Effect significance ++/ - -- 

Townscape, 
Waterscape and 
Visual 

 Due to active use of wharf and industrial nature of  the site 
and surrounding land, no impact on the existing 
townscape, waterscape and visual setting of the Wharf 
and its surroundings is anticipated; and 

 Continued use unlikely to affect the Greater Thames NCA 
within which the Wharf is located due to existing 
industrialised nature of site. 

 Potential for permanent changes to the existing 
townscape, waterscape and visual setting of the Wharf 
and its surroundings, depending on design. E.g.  space 
restriction - residential development may exceed the 
height of surrounding buildings (i.e. to ensure financial 
viability and return); and 

 Potential for permanent changes to the Greater Thames 
Estuary NCA associated with construction and operation 
activities. 

Effect significance 0 ? 

Historic Environment  No known archaeological assets recorded within the Wharf 
study area, disturbance and damage to known 
archaeological assets therefore unlikely; and 

 Continued use unlikely to increase risk of disturbance and 
damage to unknown archaeological assets. 

 No known archaeological assets recorded within the 
Wharf study area, disturbance and damage to known 
archaeological assets therefore unlikely; and 

 Risk of disturbance and damage to unknown 
archaeological assets through change of use and new 
development. 

Effect significance 0/? 0/? 

Safeguarding 
Recommendation 

The 2018 Review has recommended that the Ford Dagenham Terminal wharf is retained as a safeguarded wharf. This 
recommendation is based on the following: 
 
 The Wharf is in active use as a river freight handling facility; 
 Berth characteristics are appropriate for barge traffic; 
 Freight handling infrastructure remains in place at the Wharf; 
 The Wharf falls within the Dagenham Dock Employment Area Strategic Industrial Location and London Riverside 

Opportunity Area. 
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49 PHOENIX 
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Current Use: The Wharf is currently operated as a mechanical biological treatment (MBT) waste facility on behalf of East London 

Waste Authority and receives all material by road. The Wharf last handled river freight pre-1997. 

Table 49 – Summary of the potential impacts of the development alternatives assessed for Phoenix Wharf  

SEA Topic 
Summary of Potential Impacts 

Alternative 1: Continue to safeguard wharf  Alternative 2: Release wharf from safeguarding  

Population and 
Health 

 The Wharf cannot be used for residential, commercial or 
industrial development to accommodate London’s growing 
population (long-term); 

 The Wharf is located adjacent to an industrialised area, 
development of the Wharf for river freight handling is not 
anticipated to change the status quo of the area;  

 The towns of Dagenham and Rainham are located 1.8km 
and 1.6km north and north east of the Wharf. Further 
development of the Wharf as a river freight handling facility 
is unlikely to cause further disruption to local residents due 
to the distance of the Wharf and the existing industrialised 
nature of the surrounding area; 

 Direct and indirect benefits to local employment and 
businesses; and 

 Long-term cumulative benefits to health from reducing 
emissions from road traffic (see Air Quality and Noise). 

 Due to the surrounding industrial nature of the area, 
development of this wharf will unlikely be for residential 
purposes. Future development will likely be for industry, 
commercial, retail or mixed use. 

 Potential for indirect effects (e.g. nuisance, pollution, 
safety risks, congestion) from increased road traffic used 
to carry freight. 
 

Effect significance  -/+ - 

Biodiversity, Flora 
and Fauna 

 Potential for cumulative spread of INNS from vessels, but 
low probability;  

 Potential for disturbance to the River Thames SINC and 
Inner Thames Marshes SSSI; and 

 Potential for cumulative increased river traffic to affect 
migratory fish species, including European smelt a feature 
of the Upper Thames and Swanscombe rMCZs. 

 Potential for indirect impact from new development 
(depending on new use) upon the FOCI and broad-scale 
habitats of the Upper Thames and Swanscombe rMCZs;  

 Potential for disturbance to the River Thames SINC; and 
 Loss, damage or disturbance to terrestrial and marine 

ecology within and adjacent to the River Thames from 
new development and its activities. 

Effect significance  - -- 

Estuarine Processes 
and Water Quality 

 Accidental spills and leaks of materials and hazardous 
substances (e.g. oils and greases, fuels, construction 
materials, sewage, and grey water) from vessels and 
freight handling facilities; 

 Re-suspension and deposition of suspended sediments if 
any capital works on the riverbed are required as part of 
modification/retrofit or extension/expansion of freight 
handling facilities; 

 Re-suspension and dispersion of contaminated sediment if 
any capital works on the Riverbed were required (as 
above);  

 As a result of the above, potential impact on the ecological 
and chemical status of the Thames Middle transitional 
waterbody; and 

 Potential indirect changes to estuarine morphology and 
hydrodynamic processes through installation of new wharf 
infrastructure (e.g. jetties or dolphins). The significance of 
this will vary depending on the extent of change to the 
Wharf. 

 Accidental spills and leaks of materials and hazardous 
substances (e.g. construction materials, fuel, sewage, 
contaminated water) from civil works to establish new 
development; 

 Re-suspension and deposition of suspended sediments 
(e.g. smothering effect) assuming significant work as 
mentioned above is required; 

 Re-suspension and dispersion of contaminated sediment 
assuming demolition and construction is required;  

 As a result of the above, potential impact on the 
ecological and chemical status of the Thames Middle 
transitional waterbody; and 

 Potential changes to estuarine morphology and 
hydrodynamic processes (e.g. increased sedimentation) 
through installation of new infrastructure. 

Effect significance  - - 

Climate Change  Long-term, cumulative reduction in GHG emissions 
through the modal shift of freight transport from road to 
river; 

 Reduction in the level of protection from existing flood 
defence structures, depending on the extent of 
modification or expansion to the Wharf;  

 Increase in the level of protection from existing and new 
flood defence structures, when enhanced or strengthened 
alongside Wharf modification/expansion; and 

 Wharf located within Flood Risk Zone 3; risk of flooding 
during extreme weather events. 

 Long-term and cumulative increase in GHG emissions if 
freight is transported by road instead of the river; 

 Reduction in the level of protection from existing flood 
defence structures, depending on the extent of the 
development of the facility replacing the Wharf;  

 Increase in the level of protection from existing and new 
flood defence structures, depending on the extent of how 
the new development is protected; and 

 Wharf located within Flood Risk Zone 3; risk of flooding 
during extreme weather events. 
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SEA Topic 
Summary of Potential Impacts 

Alternative 1: Continue to safeguard wharf  Alternative 2: Release wharf from safeguarding  

Effect significance  ++/- --/+ 

Air Quality  Long-term, cumulative contribution to the improvement of 
air quality in London through a reduction in the transport of 
freight by road and therefore a reduction in emissions of 
NO2, PM10 and PM2.5 from vehicle exhausts; and 

 Localised increases in pollutants (including NO2, SO2, PM10 
and PM2.5) and dust emissions associated with exhaust 
emissions from construction and operation of the Wharf 
(wharf located within an AQMA) e.g. vessels berthing, 
mobile machinery within the facility and vehicles accessing 
the Wharf. 

 Long-term cumulative contribution to the reduction in air 
quality in London through the shift of freight transport by 
river to road and therefore increased emissions of NO2, 

PM10 and PM2.5; and 
 Localised increases in pollutants (including NO2, PM10 

and PM2.5) and dust emissions associated with 
construction activities and operation of a new 
development (wharf located within an AQMA). 

Effect significance  ++/ - -- 

Noise and Vibration  Localised, intermittent increases in noise and vibration 
disturbance to local residents and terrestrial and marine 
ecology if current use of wharf is modified or expanded 
and;  

 Potential for long-term, cumulative contribution to the 
reduction of traffic noise across London’s road network 
through the reduction of transportation of freight by road. 

 Localised intermittent increases in noise and vibration 
disturbances to local residents and terrestrial and marine 
ecology associated with change of use and future 
development of the site; and 

 Potential for long-term, cumulative contribution to the 
increase of traffic noise across London’s road network. 
Freight that may have been transported by river will 
instead be transported by road. 

Effect significance -/++ - 

Transport, 
Navigation and 
Shipping 

 Long-term, cumulative reduction in congestion and 
pressure on London’s road network through the continued 
provision of the Wharf and associated infrastructure to 
promote river freight transport; and 

 Potential for localised, intermittent disruption to current 
navigation and shipping activities associated with an 
increase in freight being transported along the river and 
accessing the Wharf. 

 Permanent loss of valuable riverside infrastructure;  
 Long-term cumulative increase in congestion and 

pressure on London’s road network; and 
 Changes in safety risk brought about by change of use, 

for example, improved safety on the river from absence 
of vessels but increased volumes on local roads from 
new traffic movements (i.e. construction/operation traffic 
and displaced river trade). 

Effect significance ++/ - -- 

Townscape, 
Waterscape and 
Visual 

 Due to active use of wharf and industrial nature of  the site 
and surrounding land, no impact on the existing 
townscape, waterscape and visual setting of the Wharf 
and its surroundings is anticipated; and 

 Continued use unlikely to affect the Greater Thames NCA 
within which the Wharf is located due to existing 
industrialised nature of site. 

 Potential for permanent changes to the existing 
townscape, waterscape and visual setting of the Wharf 
and its surroundings, depending on design. E.g.  space 
restriction - residential development may exceed the 
height of surrounding buildings (i.e. to ensure financial 
viability and return); and 

 Potential for permanent changes to the Greater Thames 
Estuary NCA associated with construction and operation 
activities. 

Effect significance 0 ? 

Historic Environment  No known archaeological assets recorded within the Wharf 
study area, disturbance and damage to known 
archaeological assets therefore unlikely; and 

 Continued use unlikely to increase risk of disturbance and 
damage to unknown archaeological assets. 

 No known archaeological assets recorded within the 
Wharf study area, disturbance and damage to known 
archaeological assets therefore unlikely; and 

 Risk of disturbance and damage to unknown 
archaeological assets through change of use and new 
development. 

Effect significance 0/? 0/? 

Safeguarding 
Recommendation 

The 2018 Review has recommended that the Phoenix Wharf is released as a safeguarded wharf. This recommendation is 
based on the following: 
 
 There is surplus wharf capacity in the north east sub-region; 
 The use of this wharf is less favourable due to fixed flood defence walls; and 
 There is a lack of existing jetty infrastructure which would be costly to install. 
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50 HALFWAY 
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Current Use: Currently in use as a food storage and distribution facility for agricultural products which are transported in containers by 

road. Last river freight handled at the Wharf c.2007. 

Table 50 – Summary of the potential impacts of the development alternatives assessed for Halfway Wharf  

SEA Topic 
Summary of Potential Impacts 

Alternative 1: Continue to safeguard wharf  Alternative 2: Release wharf from safeguarding  

Population and 
Health 

 The Wharf cannot be used for residential, commercial or 
industrial development to accommodate London’s growing 
population (long-term); 

 The Wharf is located adjacent to an industrialised area, 
development of the Wharf for river freight handling is not 
anticipated to change the status quo of the area;  

 The town of Rainham is located 1.8km north of the Wharf. 
Further development of the Wharf as a river freight 
handling facility is unlikely to cause further disruption to the 
residents of Rainham due to the distance of the Wharf and 
the existing industrialised nature of the surrounding area; 

 Direct and indirect benefits to local employment and 
businesses; and 

 Long-term cumulative benefits to health from reducing 
emissions from road traffic (see Air Quality and Noise). 

 Due to the surrounding industrial nature of the area, 
development of this wharf will unlikely be for residential 
purposes. Future development will likely be for industry, 
commercial, retail or mixed use. 

 Potential for indirect effects (e.g. nuisance, pollution, 
safety risks, congestion) from increased road traffic used 
to carry freight. 
 

Effect significance  -/+ - 

Biodiversity, Flora 
and Fauna 

 Potential for cumulative spread of INNS from vessels, but 
low probability;  

 Potential for disturbance to the River Thames SINC and 
Inner Thames Marshes SSSI; and 

 Potential for cumulative increased river traffic to affect 
migratory fish species, including European smelt a feature 
of the Upper Thames and Swanscombe rMCZs. 

 Potential for indirect impact from new development 
(depending on new use) upon the FOCI and broad-scale 
habitats of the Upper Thames and Swanscombe rMCZs;  

 Potential for disturbance to the River Thames SINC; and 
 Loss, damage or disturbance to terrestrial and marine 

ecology within and adjacent to the River Thames from 
new development and its activities. 

Effect significance  - -- 

Estuarine Processes 
and Water Quality 

 Accidental spills and leaks of materials and hazardous 
substances (e.g. oils and greases, fuels, construction 
materials, sewage, and grey water) from vessels and 
freight handling facilities; 

 Re-suspension and deposition of suspended sediments if 
any capital works on the riverbed are required as part of 
modification/retrofit or extension/expansion of freight 
handling facilities; 

 Re-suspension and dispersion of contaminated sediment if 
any capital works on the Riverbed were required (as 
above);  

 As a result of the above, potential impact on the ecological 
and chemical status of the Thames Middle transitional 
waterbody; and 

 Potential indirect changes to estuarine morphology and 
hydrodynamic processes through installation of new wharf 
infrastructure (e.g. jetties or dolphins). The significance of 
this will vary depending on the extent of change to the 
Wharf. 

 Accidental spills and leaks of materials and hazardous 
substances (e.g. construction materials, fuel, sewage, 
contaminated water) from civil works to establish new 
development; 

 Re-suspension and deposition of suspended sediments 
(e.g. smothering effect) assuming significant work as 
mentioned above is required; 

 Re-suspension and dispersion of contaminated sediment 
assuming demolition and construction is required;  

 As a result of the above, potential impact on the 
ecological and chemical status of the Thames Middle 
transitional waterbody; and 

 Potential changes to estuarine morphology and 
hydrodynamic processes (e.g. increased sedimentation) 
through installation of new infrastructure. 

Effect significance  - - 

Climate Change  Long-term, cumulative reduction in GHG emissions 
through the modal shift of freight transport from road to 
river; 

 Reduction in the level of protection from existing flood 
defence structures, depending on the extent of 
modification or expansion to the Wharf;  

 Increase in the level of protection from existing and new 
flood defence structures, when enhanced or strengthened 
alongside Wharf modification/expansion; and 

 Wharf located within Flood Risk Zone 3; risk of flooding 
during extreme weather events. 

 Long-term and cumulative increase in GHG emissions if 
freight is transported by road instead of the river; 

 Reduction in the level of protection from existing flood 
defence structures, depending on the extent of the 
development of the facility replacing the Wharf;  

 Increase in the level of protection from existing and new 
flood defence structures, depending on the extent of how 
the new development is protected; and 

 Wharf located within Flood Risk Zone 3; risk of flooding 
during extreme weather events. 

Effect significance  ++/- --/+ 
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SEA Topic 
Summary of Potential Impacts 

Alternative 1: Continue to safeguard wharf  Alternative 2: Release wharf from safeguarding  

Air Quality  Long-term, cumulative contribution to the improvement of 
air quality in London through a reduction in the transport of 
freight by road and therefore a reduction in emissions of 
NO2, PM10 and PM2.5 from vehicle exhausts; and 

 Localised increases in pollutants (including NO2, SO2, PM10 
and PM2.5) and dust emissions associated with exhaust 
emissions from construction and operation of the Wharf 
(wharf located within an AQMA) e.g. vessels berthing, 
mobile machinery within the facility and vehicles accessing 
the Wharf. 

 Long-term cumulative contribution to the reduction in air 
quality in London through the shift of freight transport by 
river to road and therefore increased emissions of NO2, 

PM10 and PM2.5; and 
 Localised increases in pollutants (including NO2, PM10 

and PM2.5) and dust emissions associated with 
construction activities and operation of a new 
development (wharf located within an AQMA). 

Effect significance  ++/ - -- 

Noise and Vibration  Localised, intermittent increases in noise and vibration 
disturbance to local residents and terrestrial and marine 
ecology if current use of wharf is modified or expanded 
and;  

 Potential for long-term, cumulative contribution to the 
reduction of traffic noise across London’s road network 
through the reduction of transportation of freight by road. 

 Localised intermittent increases in noise and vibration 
disturbances to local residents and terrestrial and marine 
ecology associated with change of use and future 
development of the site; and 

 Potential for long-term, cumulative contribution to the 
increase of traffic noise across London’s road network. 
Freight that may have been transported by river will 
instead be transported by road. 

Effect significance -/++ - 

Transport, 
Navigation and 
Shipping 

 Long-term, cumulative reduction in congestion and 
pressure on London’s road network through the continued 
provision of the Wharf and associated infrastructure to 
promote river freight transport; and 

 Potential for localised, intermittent disruption to current 
navigation and shipping activities associated with an 
increase in freight being transported along the river and 
accessing the Wharf. 

 Permanent loss of valuable riverside infrastructure;  
 Long-term cumulative increase in congestion and 

pressure on London’s road network; and 
 Changes in safety risk brought about by change of use, 

for example, improved safety on the river from absence 
of vessels but increased volumes on local roads from 
new traffic movements (i.e. construction/operation traffic 
and displaced river trade). 

Effect significance ++/ - -- 

Townscape, 
Waterscape and 
Visual 

 Due to active use of wharf and industrial nature of  the site 
and surrounding land, no impact on the existing 
townscape, waterscape and visual setting of the Wharf 
and its surroundings is anticipated; and 

 Continued use unlikely to affect the Greater Thames NCA 
within which the Wharf is located due to existing 
industrialised nature of site. 

 Potential for permanent changes to the existing 
townscape, waterscape and visual setting of the Wharf 
and its surroundings, depending on design. E.g.  space 
restriction - residential development may exceed the 
height of surrounding buildings (i.e. to ensure financial 
viability and return); and 

 Potential for permanent changes to the Greater Thames 
Estuary NCA associated with construction and operation 
activities. 

Effect significance 0 ? 

Historic Environment  No known archaeological assets recorded within the Wharf 
study area, disturbance and damage to known 
archaeological assets therefore unlikely; and 

 Continued use unlikely to increase risk of disturbance and 
damage to unknown archaeological assets. 

 No known archaeological assets recorded within the 
Wharf study area, disturbance and damage to known 
archaeological assets therefore unlikely; and 

 Risk of disturbance and damage to unknown 
archaeological assets through change of use and new 
development. 

Effect significance 0/? 0/? 

Safeguarding 
Recommendation 

The 2018 Review has recommended that the Halfway Wharf is retained as a safeguarded wharf. This recommendation is 
based on the following: 
 
 Berth characteristics are appropriate for barge traffic; 
 Freight handling infrastructure remains in place at the Wharf; 
 The Wharf falls within the Dagenham Dock Employment Area Strategic Industrial Location and London Riverside 

Opportunity Area; 
 Retaining wharf capacity in this sub-region could help encourage mode shift to water, reducing the amount of road freight 

passing through west London.  
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