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HOW TO GIVE YOUR VIEWS 

This document is for public consultation from 20th August to 2nd October 2019.  

 

You can view these documents online and download them from: 

https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/planning/implementing-london-plan/planning-

guidance-and-practice-notes/safeguarded-wharves 

 

Please respond in writing; 

• by email to SWR2018@london.gov.uk with “Safeguarded Wharves Review 2018” in the 

email subject title. 

If you send in a response by email it is not necessary to also send us a hard copy. 

• by post to: 

Safeguarded Wharves Review 2018 

City Hall post point 18 

The Queen’s Walk  

London SE1 2AA 

 

Please respond by 6pm on Wednesday 2nd October 2019. 

 

Please note that all responses may be made available for public inspection. 
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1. Introduction 
The Mayor of London consulted on proposed changes to London’s network of safeguarded 

wharves between 11 May and 17 August 2018. The Safeguarded Wharves Review (the 

Review) documents consisted of: 

- Draft Implementation Report May 2018, Mayor of London 

- Individual Site Assessments, WSP Consultants 

- Forecasting Freight demand and Wharf capacity on the Thames 2015 – 2041, Ocean 

Shipping Consultants 

- Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) – Safeguarded Wharves Review, WSP 

Consultants 

- Habitats Regulations Assessment Screening, WSP Consultants 

- Equalities Impact Assessment of the Safeguarded Wharves Review, Mayor of 

London 

The Review recommended: 

- Removal of safeguarding directions for five of the current 50 safeguarded wharves 

primarily due to unfavourable berthing, access and navigational conditions, combined 

with a surplus capacity of wharves in north-east London 

- Removal of safeguarding directions from a further three wharves in the Thameside 

West area if the Silvertown Tunnel project proceeds, as these sites will no longer be 

viable and the existing operators can re-locate within the area and achieve greater 

efficiencies 

- The application of safeguarding directions to two currently in-use and viable wharves. 

Forty-three submissions were received in response to the consultation. The responses 

ranged widely in their views, and more often addressed issues associated with individual 

wharves. Issues raised included support for the continued safeguarding of all wharves, the 

further release of safeguarded wharves, further review of the potential for mixed-use 

redevelopment of safeguarded wharves, individual boundary changes, and environmental 

and heritage considerations.  

As a result of submissions received, the Mayor is seeking feedback on proposed changes to 

the boundary of Convoy’s Wharf and the boundary of Brewery Wharf, and clarification of the 

boundary of DePass Wharf, as outlined below. The proposed changes do not have any 

implications for the conclusions of the Equalities Impact Assessment, the Habitats 

Regulation Screening Assessment or the Strategic Environmental Assessment undertaken 

as part of the Review.   Any written submissions on the matters outlined in this document 

should be submitted by Wednesday 2nd October 2019 and should address the specific 

consultation questions outlined in Section 2. Any matters raised outside of those 

identified in Section 2 will not be considered.  

Following this second round of consultation, the Mayor will submit recommendations for the 

issuing of new directions to the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local 

Government.  

2. Proposed amendments for consultation 
As a result of the submissions received as part of the first round of consultation, the Mayor is 

proposing several boundary changes to existing safeguarded wharves. These are outlined 

below.  
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2.1 Convoys Wharf 
Several submissions were made that either the entirety of Convoys Wharf or the area with 

extant planning permission should be de-designated and released from safeguarding. 

Reasons given included poor road access, lack of an accessible jetty, requirements of the 

Section 106 agreement applicable to the site, and potential conflicts with surrounding 

sensitive land uses.  

The ownership of a wharf does not influence its safeguarding status. However, Convoys 

Wharf received outline planning consent for a mixed-use development in 2014. As works 

have commenced on the site, it is highly unlikely that the entire site can be brought back into 

use as a viable wharf.  

As outlined in the Individual Site Assessment, an assessment of the wharf’s viability 

undertaken as part of the development proposal for the site determined that 2.3 hectares 

plus a further 0.3 hectares on a new jetty was viable for cargo-handling.  

In order to facilitate the best use of the remaining wharf area the Mayor is proposing to 

reduce the safeguarded area of Convoys Wharf from 9.13 ha to approximately 2.3 ha plus a 

further 0.3ha to include water-way infrastructure, as shown in Figure 1. This is to reflect the 

unique circumstances of this particular wharf and direct focus upon the reactivation of the 

remaining safeguarded area for the purpose of waterborne freight handling.  

Consultation Question 1 - Do you agree with the proposed reduction of safeguarding 

at Convoys Wharf? Why/why not? 

Figure 1 – Convoys Wharf 
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2.2 Brewery Wharf 
Land Edition and the PLA submitted that the boundary of Brewery Wharf that was included 

in the original safeguarding directions of 16 June 2000 is incorrect. It is shown to extend 

beyond the physical extent of Brewery Wharf’s operations and onto the adjacent and 

unsafeguarded Ravensbourne Wharf. It is proposed that the safeguarded area is adjusted to 

correctly reflect Brewery Wharf’s operational footprint, see Figure 2.  

Consultation Question 2 – Does the proposed boundary change at Brewery Wharf 

accurately reflect the area of operations at Brewery Wharf? Why/why not? 

 Figure 2 – Brewery Wharf 
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2.3 DePass Wharf 
The text in the Individual Site Assessment noted that the former jetty area would be removed 

from the safeguarded area, however the attached map did not show this change. For clarity, 

Figure 3 below shows the proposed safeguarding area.  

Consultation Question 3 – Do you agree with the proposed boundary change at 

DePass Wharf? Why/why not 

Figure 3 – DePass Wharf 

3. Next steps 
Any written submissions on the questions outlined above should be submitted by 

Wednesday 2nd October 2019. Any matters raised outside of those identified in 

Section 2 will not be considered.  

 


