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NON TECHNICAL SUMMARY
The Mayor of London is responsible for monitoring planning applications affecting safeguarded wharves.
Safeguarding means that all planning applications relating to the development of these wharves need to be
referred to the Mayor. Safeguarding protects wharves for use to move goods and construction materials on the
River Thames, providing an alternative to road transport.

There are currently 49 safeguarded wharves. The Mayor has undertaken a review (the 2018 Review) of the
network of safeguarded wharves and is suggesting changes.

A Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) is required alongside any formal update of the safeguarded
wharves’ network.  SEA is the term used to describe environmental assessment as applied to plans and
programmes in accordance with the ‘Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations’ (SI
2004/1633) (the SEA Regulations). This document presents a summary of the SEA.

The 2018 Review recommends removing safeguarding from five wharves. If the Silvertown tunnel scheme
proceeds this will lead to the temporary loss of a safeguarded wharf. In this case, safeguarding would be
removed from three further wharves, so that a group of existing operators could take the opportunity to
relocate and consolidate at a newly designated wharf. The Review also designates an additional two wharves
(including the wharf which would be the recipient of relocated operators). The remainder of the network will
retain safeguarding under the 2018 Review.

As part of the SEA process, a review of existing legislation, policies and environmental baseline information
was undertaken. A number of environmental topics were identified for assessment. At this stage of the
assessment, not all the information is available, for example, if a wharf will require new structures or
infrastructure to handle more freight in future.

A summary of the effects for each topic and whether they were positive or negative is presented below:

¡ Population and Health – mixed effects but mainly Significant Positive: Significant positive effects on
health are likely due to a reduction in road traffic. There are also economic benefits from movement of
freight and job creation. There are some negative effects that may arise where safeguarding prevents
wharves from being used for residential or other development to accommodate London’s growing
population. This was not considered to be significant as the London Plan allocates areas for residential
development and many of the wharves may not be suitable as they are located in industrial areas.

¡ Biodiversity – Negative: Movement of freight on the River and activity at Wharves may cause pollution or
disturbance to species such as fish. However, this was not considered significant as there is legislation to
prevent pollution. Where wharves are redeveloped, depending on the design of the development, there
may be impacts to biodiversity, for instance from loss of river habitats.

¡ Water Movement and Quality - Negative: There is potential for pollution from vessels or activities
adjacent to the River. New structures in the River associated with wharves also have potential to cause
local changes to the riverbed. This was not considered significant due to pollution prevention measures, the
temporary nature and/or low probability of these effects occurring.

¡ Climate Change - mixed effects but mainly Significant Positive: Moving freight by river rather than road
will reduce greenhouse gas emissions. There are opportunities to further reduce emissions from vessel
movements and operation of wharves through use of green fuel and technologies

¡ Air Quality – mixed effects but mainly Significant Positive: Moving freight by river rather than road will
reduce emissions from vehicle traffic and congestion. Overall, this will reduce emissions of pollutants such
as particulate matter and nitrogen dioxide. There may, however, be local air quality effects near wharves
due to transfer of freight to road.

¡ Noise and Vibration – mixed effects but mainly Significant Positive: Moving freight by river rather than
road will reduce noise from vehicle traffic and congestion. However, there are localised impacts that will be
intermittent depending on wharf activity, where safeguarded or redevelopment occurs.
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¡ Transport, Navigation and Shipping – mixed effects but mainly Significant Positive:  Moving freight by
river rather than road will reduce noise from vehicle traffic and congestion. There will be some localised
road traffic at wharves due to transfer of freight or redevelopment. There is also potential for disruption to
navigation along the River Thames from an increase in freight vessels. However, safeguarding wharves will
also help to increase overall capacity for vessels.

¡ Townscape, Waterscape and Visual – Neutral: Safeguarding wharves would retain existing townscape,
waterscape and river views. Where safeguarding is removed, there is potential for redevelopment and
changes to existing townscapes. However, new developments would require planning permission and
therefore it is assumed that design would be in keeping with the townscape and waterscape at that section
of the River Thames.

¡ Historic Environment – mainly Neutral, Uncertain or Negative: Potential effects arise from changes to
existing wharves, redevelopment and generation of local traffic. These may affect the historic setting or
directly damage or disturb designated heritage assets (e.g. Scheduled Monuments, Listed Buildings and
Conservation Areas) in addition to impacting undesignated or unknown sites. This includes archaeology
associated with the River Thames, river walls and shore.

A number of mitigation and monitoring measures have been proposed. Mitigation measures generally require
compliance with environmental legislation and environmental best practise. Monitoring of impacts is likely to
be required for individual developments, either associated with safeguarded wharves or as part of
redevelopment for wharves released from safeguarding. It also includes existing environmental monitoring, for
example air quality, in London.
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