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School:  Rowdown Primary School, Croydon  

Type of School: Primary School (part of  Fairchildes Academy Community Trust)  

Amount Received:  £1,028.63  



 
 
 
 
 

Project aims 
 
The school garden was in a state of disrepair and the beds were overgrown with weeds. The 
borders were tangled and full of overgrown bushes that were impacting on the school hall 
windows. The aim of the project was to completely renovate the area and bring it into a 
state where it could be accessed by all pupils and where parents would also be able to take 
part in gardening activities. Rubbish had been dumped in the area. The aim was to make it a 
space that could enhance the curriculum. 

Key project data 
 
Since beginning the project all teachers in the school have been involved in growing plants 
for the outside area- 16 teachers. 3 members of staff have been key in running an after 
school club. 7 parents have been regularly attending and a further 6 have been occasionally 
involved. Other parents and staff have bought spare plants! All children in the school- 360 
had the chance to observe seeds growing in their class. All children can have access to the 
garden now. Kitchen staff are contributing vegetable waste to the compost bin. 

Project success and impact 
 
The outside area is visible from the corridor and the children regularly ask about how the 
plants are growing. The area is now productive and looking inviting. Spare plants from the 
area have also been put into a redeveloped growing bed in the reception outside area. 
Many children now actively seek time outside to see how plants are growing. 4 classes have 
visited a local growing project for further information and had the opportunity to see other 
plants growing and to discuss environmental issues. 

Quotes from pupils 
 
“It looks really neat now” Phoebe 
“It’s fun gardening and I like planting seeds” Aaliyah 
“There’s loads of plants now and I  like planting and watering” Lily 
“It’s great to have a sneaky bite of the ripe berries” Keeley 
“It’s exciting seeing what the plants grow into” Shayla 
“It’s better than the playground” Melissa 
“It’s exciting and there’s lots of things to do” Jack 
“Gardening club is fun I really like it” Daniel 
 

Quotes from teachers 
 
“The growing area has brought children from all the different year groups together to work 
collaboratively in growing fruit and vegetables. This has encouraged a greater awareness of 
where their food comes from and the effort needed to nurture and tend to plants.”  
Teacher R 



Quotes from parents/volunteers 
 
“My granddaughter really enjoys the after school gardening club on a Thursday so much so 
that she wants to do gardening at home now. She has even encouraged her friends to join 
her at lunchtimes to do watering and weeding.” Mrs S. 
 
“It’s done trumps. Anything that gets my son involved is brilliant and he really likes the 
gardening.” Miss H 
 
“I haven’t got involved in anything before and I have really enjoyed this it has been great to 
do something like this with my son as we haven’t got a garden at home. “ Miss E 
 


