
More trees 
for a greener 
London
RE:LEAF is a partnership headed by the 
Mayor of London to create opportunities 
for Londoners, businesses and local 
communities to help protect London’s trees 
and increase London’s trees cover.
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London has green lungs; it is the greenest of 
the world’s big cities. Even the most cursory 
inspection of our city on Google Earth reveals 
an urban landscape of parks and gardens 
and woodland on a scale that would leave 
a Parisian green with envy. Whether out of 
their eighteenth century love of landscaping 
or with characteristic Victorian diligence, 
our forebears bestowed upon us a city 
softened by trees and green spaces. These 
leafy neighbourhoods are part of the London 
vernacular of urban planning so much 
admired by residents and visitors. 

Londoners are lucky indeed to be able to 
enjoy this wonderful legacy. Our parks and 
squares and plane tree lined streets speak to 
our national love of gardening and our yearning 
for the countryside.  They provide havens for 
people and wildlife alike.  But I believe that 
London can, and should have more trees. It is 
my aim to increase tree cover across London 
from 20 per cent today to 25 per cent by 2025.

I believe trees and woodlands are good for 
Londoners, good for visitors to London, and 
good for London’s businesses. Trees sweeten 
the air by absorbing pollution and acting 
as sound barriers. Trees can also play an 
important role in helping the city adapt to cope 
with extreme heat and flooding. Not least trees 
create beautiful urban spaces. More trees will 
play their part in making London the best big 
city in the world. 

RE:LEAF sets out how I want to work 
with Londoners, and London’s boroughs, 
businesses and communities, to realise my 
ambition to make this leafy city even  
greener still. 

Boris Johnson 
Mayor of London

Foreword by the Mayor of London 



RE:LEAF is a partnership headed by the Mayor of London to create 
opportunities for Londoners, businesses and local communities to help 
protect London’s trees and increase London’s trees cover.

The founding partners are: 

•	The	Forestry	Commission	

•	The	Woodland	Trust	

•	Trees	for	Cities

•	The	Tree	Council

•	London	Tree	Officers	Association

•	London	Wildlife	Trust

•	BTCV	

•	The	Conservation	Foundation

•	The	London	Orchard	Project

•	Natural	England

•	Groundwork.

RE:LEAF - Trees for a greener London
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How green is London?
•	 in	2003	it	was	estimated	that	there	were	

around seven million trees in Greater London 
– almost one tree for every Londoner

•	 an	average	of	75,000	trees	are	planted	each	
year

•	 an	estimated	20	per	cent	of	London’s	land	
area is under tree cover 

•	 a	quarter	of	these	trees	are	in	woodlands	

•	 woodlands	occupy	eight	per	cent	of	
London’s land area, the equivalent of over 
40 square miles of forest

•	 the	majority	of	London’s	trees	are	in	
London’s gardens

•	 it	is	estimated	that	there	are	close	to	
500,000 street trees across London 

London’s population is expected to 
increase to about 8.5 million by 2025. 
RE:LEAF is committed to increase tree 
cover by 5 per cent by 2025 – equating to 
one tree for every Londoner. 



RE:LEAF is: 
•	 delivering	improvements	that	increase	

London’s tree and woodland cover; 

•	 helping	Londoners	take	action	to	ensure	
the capital is a better place to live and 
work;  

•	 increasing	Londoners’	awareness	of	how	
street trees and woodlands are managed; 

•	 mobilising	thousands	of	Londoners	to	care	
for, and plant more, trees.

RE:LEAF will:
•	 encourage	planting	and	management	of	

trees and woodlands in areas of London 
that most need them; 

•	 enable	communities	and	organisations	to	
plant more trees and look after trees and 
woodlands within their neighbourhoods;

•	 ensure	the	economic	value	and	climate	
change	adaptation	benefits	of	trees	and	
woodlands are realised; 

•	 secure	investment	for	trees	in	London.	
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There are many advantages to increasing London’s tree cover. The 
RE:LEAF	initiative	aims	to	promote	the	benefits	of	trees	and	work	with	
a wide range of partners to plant and conserve trees, and recognise the 
importance of expanding London’s urban forest. 

RE:LEAF partners are already working hard to conserve and plant trees 
in London and promote the value of the ‘urban forest’:

Why RE:LEAF?



Right trees, right place
Increasing London’s trees and woodland will 
only be achieved if individuals, communities 
and businesses are involved. Practical effort 
and voluntary commitment must be backed 
up to ensure the right trees are planted in the 
right places.

RE:LEAF is:
•	 providing	grants	to	community-led	projects		

•	 informing	Londoners	where	they	can	
experience and enjoy the capital’s trees 
and woodlands

•	 ensuring	trees	are	retained	and	planted	in	
new developments.

Wild and wooded 
Trees give people a chance to engage with 
nature and attract woodland wildlife into the 
most urban parts of the city. 

RE:LEAF is:
•	 safeguarding	London’s	most	important	

trees and woodlands 

•	 establishing	new	woodlands	to	create	
opportunities for recreation and providing 
habitats for wildlife; and 

•	 restoring	appropriate	management	to	
previously neglected woodlands.
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A cool canopy 
Trees cool the city; they provide shade and 
evaporate water through their leaves. Trees 
will help London adapt to predicted hotter, 
drier summers and warmer, wetter winters. 

RE:LEAF is:
•	 providing	advice	to	ensure	the	trees	we	

plant today are the right trees to survive 
London’s changing climate;

•	 working	with	universities	to	understand	the	
benefits	tree	canopy	cover	can	provide	to	
help the capital adapt to climate change; 
and 

•	 looking	at	developing	woodfuel	hubs	as	a	
realistic alternative energy in London.

Capital assets
As well as being beautiful, trees have a 
softening and calming effect on the capital. 
Yet the demands of the modern streetscape 
means there is less room for trees than ever.

RE:LEAF is:
•	 working	with	local	authorities	to	promote	

and manage trees within their area as a 
single resource – part of London’s urban 
forest

•	 promoting	trees	as	essential	in	new	
developments and regeneration schemes

•	 developing	new	methods	of	evaluation	
and asset management, to increase our 
understanding of the value of trees to 
London.



RE:LEAF needs a wide range of corporate businesses, philanthropists, 
community sector groups and Londoners all working together to  
ensure that the trees planted are both healthy and maintained.  
In order to do this we are seeking partnership support and sponsorship 
for RE:LEAF projects.

Work with us
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Partner	benefits	will	be	tailored	to	match	
partner objectives and budget requirements. 
Benefits	include:	

•		Rights	to	branding	on	dedicated	web-pages:	
www.london.gov.uk/releaf-London 

•		Opportunity	to	work	with	the	RE:LEAF	
Founding Partners on PR initiatives to 
generate press coverage 

•		Rights	to	branding	and	recognition	through	
RE:LEAF events and activities 

•		VIP	status	at	special	planting	and	other	
events undertaken by project partners 

•		Opportunities	for	staff	volunteering	and	
participation 

For more information please contact:  
Lisa Pook or Peter Massini  
on	020	7983	4100	or	 
RELEAF@london.gov.uk

 



Mass Tree Planting 
People love to plant trees. Mass planting 
creates an unforgettable experience. In 
January 2010, the Mayor, Trees for Cities 
and News International planted 10,000 trees 
in Roding Valley Park to improve the local 
landscape and create a haven for wildlife. 
A further 10,000 trees were planted in 
satellite events across London, in Barking 
and Dagenham, Croydon, Hammersmith 
and Fulham, Sutton, Newham and Brent 
by volunteers from the local area including 
schools and businesses. 

We plan to hold an annual mass tree-
planting event to provide as many 
Londoners as possible with the 
opportunity to support RE:LEAF. 

Carrie Adams, Corporate Responsibility, 
News International, said: ‘Tree planting 
volunteering days have provided a great 
opportunity for our teams to work together on 
something tangible and make a contribution 
to the greening of London.’
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New Urban Orchards 
The London Orchard Project is helping 
Londoners rediscover the pleasure of eating 
homegrown fruit by increasing the number 
of orchards and fruit trees in London, such 
as the ones planted in Archbishop’s Park in 
Lambeth and Caledonian Park in Islington.

We will create 100 community orchards 
that give people a chance to grow food 
on their doorstep, acquire new skills 
and participate in the annual Apple Day. 

Trees from Seeds
Working with the London Wildlife Trust,  
Royal Parks and The Tree Council, RE:LEAF 
held seed gathering events in October 2010, 
to give Londoners the opportunity to grow 
their own trees. There were events in parks, 
woodlands and nature reserves, including 
Greenwich Park, Sydenham Hill Woods and 
Gunnersbury Triangle. 

We will expand this by promoting an 
annual pan-London seed gathering 
event and set up 100 community tree 
nurseries to grow trees from seeds.

Play it Cool 
Cancer UK’s SunSmart campaign has 
highlighted that children are often playing 
outside in the middle of the day when the sun 
is at its strongest. SunSmart calls for more 
shade to be provided in school grounds and 
children’s play areas.

We plan to increase the number of 
trees in school grounds and children’s 
play areas to provide London’s children 
more shade and opportunities for 
natural play.

 
More Trees 
The existing Mayor’s Street Tree Programme 
has	targeted	tree-planting	in	40	areas	across	
London with the fewest trees. 

We plan to ensure that residents in 
areas with the fewest trees can plant 
more in their gardens, community 
growing spaces, schools and other 
public spaces. 



RE:LEAF Community Grant Scheme
Community groups can plant more trees, 
improve their local treescape or help manage 
their local woodland by securing a grant from 
the Forestry Commission. 

We plan to increase funding for 
community projects so that Londoners 
can plant more trees and help manage 
more woodlands.
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Get Involved, Get Support  
(And Get Funded)

RE:LEAF partners already work with many Londoners, supporting 
community based tree projects; managing woodlands; and, raising 
awareness of the value of London’s urban forest. Below are ways that 
individuals and community groups can take part in RE:LEAF: 



RE:LEAF and Big Tree Plant Grants  
Community groups, local businesses, 
woodland managers can apply for funding 
from the Forestry Commission to support local 
tree planting and tree conservation work. 

www.ltwgs.org 
www.forestry.gov.uk/england-bigtreeplant

Become a Tree Champion 
Through funding from Team London (a new 
volunteering initiative promoted by the Mayor) 
local people will be able to take an active role 
in conserving and enhancing their local trees 
and woodlands by joining and supporting 
local tree warden groups. 

www.london.gov.uk/teamlondon 
www.london.gov.uk/team-london/greener-
london

Help Manage Woods
London Wildlife Trust and BTCV manage 
many woodland nature reserves across 
London. You can help conserve woodland 
wildlife and learn new skills by volunteering to 
do woodland conservation work. 

www.wildlondon.org.uk/volunteering/
volunteer.aspx 
www2.btcv.org.uk/display/btcv_london

© Hemera/Getty Images
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Support tree-planting
Trees	for	Cities	organise	tree-planting	events	
–	get	in	touch	to	find	out	where	and	when	you	
can help.

www.treesforcities.org/page.php?id=79

Green your neighbourhood
The Woodland Trust offers free packs of trees 
to community groups. Apply today!

www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/
communitytrees

Participate in Tree Surveys 
The Conservation Foundation’s London 
Elm Project aims to survey London’s elm 
trees, explore their role in London’s history 
and plant at least 1000 elm saplings. The 
Natural History Museum is coordinating an 
Urban Tree Survey. Get involved in these 
heritage projects that reconnect local people 
with their local trees and help develop our 
understanding of London’s tree cover.

www.nhm.ac.uk/nature-online/british-
natural-history/urban-tree-survey/index.
html

‘Just being outside helping to create 
something green in a small part of a huge city 
is really satisfying’   
Sarah Thompson, Trees for Cities volunteer

‘I really enjoyed myself planting trees on 
Clapham Common. We were shown how  
to plant trees properly by experts who love  
their job’  
Lucy, Trees for Cities volunteer



Improving Policy And Evidence
London’s trees and woodlands are important and valuable 
assets for the city. We need to ensure the right policies are 
in place to protect and conserve London’s tree canopy 
and we have the evidence to support the objectives and 
aspirations of RE:LEAF. The Greater London Authority, 
London boroughs, London’s universities and organisations 
such as the Forestry Commission and Natural England can 
ensure the right frameworks exist to underpin the efforts of 
communities, business and civil society.
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Establishing the economic value of 
the urban forest 
Trees and the urban forest have an economic 
value as they provide environmental services 
such as carbon storage, cleaning and cooling 
the air, maintaining biodiversity and help to 
minimise surface water flooding. Valuation 
methods such as CAVAT (Capital Asset Value 
for	Amenity	Trees)	and	I-trees	provide	tools	
to	measure	and	express	these	benefits	in	
monetary terms. 

RE:LEAF is undertaking research to better 
understand the true value of London’s 
trees and urban forest.



Giving trees room to breathe
For decades, London has been designed 
around the needs of new development and 
our transport and utility infrastructure. This 
has reduced the space for trees both above 
and below ground. Existing trees are often 
damaged and newly planted often fail to 
thrive or are damaged. 

RE:LEAF is working with architects, 
designers, and developers to promote 
ways of planting and maintaining healthier 
trees that benefit local communities.

Adapting to climate change
Climate change is likely to result in higher 
summer temperatures and periods of heavier 
rainfall in London in the future. The city’s tree 
canopy can play an important role in keeping 
the city cool and reducing stormwater 
flooding. It is also important that the right 
trees are planted for a changing climate.  

RE:LEAF will promote the greening of the 
urban environment that will be appropriate 
for the climate London will experience in 
the future.
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To	support	the	campaign	and	find	out	how	you	can	
help go to: 

www.london.gov.uk/releaf-london 
or email: releaf@london.gov.uk



A Mayor of London initiative in partnership with: 





Greater London Authority
City Hall
The Queen’s Walk
More London
London SE1 2AA

enquiries	020	7983	4100
minicom	020	7983	4458

www.london.gov.uk 


