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Further to our consultation submission (reference PO82) we make the following response 
 
Matter 2: Parking Standards 
 
Question c. 
 
The air pollution impacts of the preferred proposal are significant (however great the level of 
increased air pollution), and should require that the proposal is not taken forward. 
 
As we made clear air quality legal limits are absolute, and any increase in pollution levels are 
relevant (and thus significant). 
 
The current situation, with the Supreme Court ruling requiring limits on NO2 are met in the shortest 
time possible, means that even if fully mitigated (so that there was no net increase) there should be 
no adding of pollution from such a proposal. 
 
However, further, the Defra draft plans (required to be completed by the end of this year to comply 
with the Supreme Court ruling) include new baseline information for expected compliance 
London is now set to meet limits by 2030, rather than some time after that date, and Defra estimate 
that with their plans London will now comply by 2025. 
See Table 2 of the Overview document from here: 
https://consult.defra.gov.uk/airquality/draft-aq-plans 
 
This changes all the baseline information on which the proposal is based, and could change whether 
or not a breach is caused by the proposal, and worsening of existing breaches. 
 
For this reason the GLA must re-evaluate the air quality data, so that it is based on the latest 
projections. This should mean that the progression of these proposals is halted until up to date 
information is gathered and consulted on. 
 
Question j. (iii) 
 
Evidence for increased traffic resulting in worse air pollution: 
 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0048969714010900 
This showed: 
•Local air quality deteriorated after completion of a road widening scheme in south London. 
•The EU PM10 limit value (LV) was breached during construction. 
•NO2 LV was breached after scheme due to increased cars, taxis and LGVs 

https://consult.defra.gov.uk/airquality/draft-aq-plans
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0048969714010900

