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Comment on Matter Number  

(Please keep comments brief – there will be a separate deadline for 
further written statements) 
 
Matter 2 - Parking Standards  
 

“c. Is the reliance on the public transport accessibility levels (PTALS) justified? “ 

 
No. Relying on PTAL levels to assess whether parking provision should be increased 

in the outer London boroughs allows the shortcomings of this tool, acknowledged in 
the London Plan (paragraph 6.43), to feed into the proposals.  
 
Reasons 
 
PTAL measures levels of public transport accessibility but only at a broad level. 

When conducting a neighbourhood-level analysis of transport needs, PTAL levels 
should be considered in the round alongside other methodologies such as ATOS 
(Access to Opportunities and Services) to gain a full picture of which services can be 

reached locally, including by cycling or walking.  
 

By focusing only on PTAL, the proposals do not take into consideration the 58.3 per 
cent increase in cycle journey stages across London between 2003 and 2013 (TfL 
Travel in London 7) nor TfL's assessment that the highest levels of un-met demand 

for cycling lie in the Outer London boroughs. The Mini Hollands cycling schemes, 
designed to tap into this demand and bring about modal shift, are highly likely to 
promote a reduction in car usage and a decline in demand for parking, yet this 

possibility does not inform the proposals. Areas which currently score lowly in terms 
of PTAL such as Kingston and Walthamstow are likely to be transformed in this way 
and under these changes circumstances additional car parking will be wholly 

unnecessary.  
 
Finally, if minimum parking standards are increased as proposed, the onus will be 

placed on providing space for vehicles in new developments rather than making use 
of planning conditions to ensure bus routes or other public transport links are 
provided. Housing development should be linked to the intensification of public 

transport links, with developer funding being dedicated towards improving bus 
services and cycling and walking infrastructure. 

Comment on Participants: 

 
Reasons 
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Please complete a separate form for each Matter or sub-matter. Please 
email the completed form to the EiP Secretary no later than 17.00 on 

Tuesday 25 August 2015.  


