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Comment on Matter Number 2j 

(Please keep comments brief – there will be a separate deadline for 
further written statements) 
 

Regarding impact of new approach 
 

There is evidence that the Mayor’s approach to car parking standards would 
lead to negative impacts on the number of new dwellings delivered, lower 
quality urban design, decline in air quality, and consequences for inner London 

boroughs. 
 

 
Reasons 
 

There will be a negative impact on the number of new dwellings delivered. 
Surface car parking is the lowest density land use, and it is unlikely that 

development viability will allow for the increased parking provision to be 
subterranean. Therefore land which could otherwise have been used for housing 

or other supporting infrastructure will instead be given over to car parking. 
 
There will also be a lower quality of urban design. As recognised by the London 

Housing Design Guide, the design of the threshold between the public realm of 
the street and the private realm of the home is important, yet car parking 

disrupts the relationship between the building and the street. Built 
environments which are dominated by car parks are not pleasant. 
 

Air quality will also suffer as a result of the new policy. The IIA accepts that 
there will be a “minor negative effect”. Coming months after the UK has been 

ordered by the Supreme Court to draw up air pollution cleanup plan, any 
negative impact – even if dismissed as “minor” – is unacceptable. 
 

Finally, the policy will have negative consequences for inner London boroughs. 
Nearly one-third of outer London residents work in inner London, and if 

residents of these new developments decide to drive into work it will be inner 
London residents who suffer the consequences. 
 

Comment on Participants: 
 

The London Assembly Labour Group welcomes our inclusion as a potential 
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participant in the Draft Matters document, and ask that we are included as a 
final participant as well. 

 
 
Reasons 

 
As the largest group on the London Assembly, we are an important stakeholder 

representing Londoner’s views.  The Localism Act 2011 places the Assembly in a 
unique position to consider and potentially reject Mayoral strategies including 
the London Plan. 

 
 

 
Please complete a separate form for each Matter or sub-matter. Please 

email the completed form to the EiP Secretary no later than 17.00 on 
Tuesday 25 August 2015.  
 
 
 
 


