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2(g) Is the reference to ‘minima’ in paragraph 6.42i justified? How would ‘higher 
levels of provision’ be determined? 
 
The reference to “minima” in paragraph 6.42i is unjustified. 
 
The London Plan has never included minimum car parking standards, nor has there been any 
such standard in any other GLA policy. Minimum car parking standards would severely 
undermine the strategic approach to transport set out in Policy 6.1, which aims to reduce the 
need to travel, especially by car. 
 
The introduction of minimum car parking standards could result in requirements for developers 
to provide more car parking than they wish, or even more than is required to support the 
development. 
 
Prior to the introduction of PPG13, which moved the country from minimum to maximum 
standards, developers who could not meet the minimum parking required on a particular 
development site were able to pay a commuted sum. The implication is that parking was 
considered a planning gain. If London were to return to this situation, there could be cases 
where developers squeeze out affordable housing contributions or other planning gain in order 
to provide car parking spaces. 
 
In addition, minimum standards are anathema to the flexibility that local authorities should 
retain when considering car parking provision as part of a development proposal. It is ironic that 
a proposed alteration intended to grant local authorities increased flexibility in their application 
of car parking standards would introduce the prospect of reducing that flexibility via the 
imposition of minimum standards. This is also contrary to the intention of the Government, 
which wrote local authorities should “show greater flexibility” and apply an approach which 
“enables authorities to determine appropriate levels on a case-by-case basis rather than 
applying a fixed standard”1. Minimum standards would rob local authorities of that ability to 
determine appropriate levels. 

                                                           
1
 Letter re Parking standards from Brandon Lewis, Minister of State for Housing and Planning, 27 January 2015. 

MALP EiP Library ref MA/BD/13. 
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