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2(b) Has the Mayor achieved the correct balance between car parking provision and 
sustainable means of movement? 
 
The proposed alterations do not achieve the correct balance between car parking provision and 
sustainable means of movement. In fact, the MALP will result in excessive car parking provision, 
thereby balancing transport systems in these areas in favour of cars at the expense of public 
transport. 
 
Whilst cars have a role to play in London’s transport system, a truly sustainable system is one in 
which public transport and active travel (such as walking and cycling) are encouraged. 
 
A commitment to sustainable transport is weaved throughout the London Plan. The opening of 
the transport chapter states that the Mayor will encourage “patterns and nodes of development 
that reduce the need to travel, especially by car”1. This is supported by policies and programmes 
that invest in new and improved public transport capacity2, those which make London a better 
place to cycle3 and to walk4, and those which support healthy active Londoners. Strikingly, the 
bedrock of the Mayor’s strategic approach to transport – reducing the need to travel by car – 
explicitly references one important means of implementing it: maximum car parking standards. 
Weakening these standards would therefore weaken the ability to realise the strategic approach 
to transport. 
 
The London Plan Annual Monitoring Report includes a Key Performance Indicator to “Achieve a 
reduced reliance on the private car and a more sustainable modal split for journeys”5. This is 
measured against a target that use of public transport grows faster than use of the private car, 
per capita. The MALP, however, would encourage even greater usage of private cars, thereby 
undermining the ability to meet KPI13. 
 

                                                           
1
 London Plan Policy 6.1 Aa. 

2
 London Plan Policies 6.2 and 6.4, and Table 6.1. 

3
 London Plan Policy 6.9. 

4
 London Plan Policy 6.10. 

5
 London Plan AMR 11, KPI 13. 
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