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School: Oasis Southbank Academy  
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Project aims 
 
Oasis Southbank Academy is situated in one of the most polluted wards in the country and 
the children have no playground or field and very limited outdoor space. Our farm, Oasis 
Farm Waterloo, situated 5 minutes walk away next door to Archbishops Park is therefore an 
extremely important space for us and we have been building this farm from scratch since 
June 2015.  
 
The aim of this project was to maximise food growing space on our farm, Oasis Farm 
Waterloo and improve the facilities, in response to requests from teachers.  
 
We met this by: 
 
1. Creating a food growing polytunnel and an improved, dedicated education space for farm 
education: this was completed by installing a new polytunnel on the farm.  
 
2. Improving and upgrading the aquaponics system: we have completed the majority of this 
work by creating better operating instructions for volunteers and upgrading to a syphon 
pump, enabling us to increase food growing efficiency.  
 
3. Cladding of containers and enclosing the outdoor kitchen: our kitchen has been vastly 
improved by cladding the surrounding container and installing a roof, enabling us to run 
healthy eating cook clubs.  
 
4. Fruit tree container garden in front of barn: the planters and fruit trees have been 
identified and this will be completed in the Winter, as appropriate with the growing season.  
 

Key project data 
 
The improvements to our farm as a result of this project will provide a long-term benefit.  
As we have made improvements, we involved children in the process. Over two weeks, 
approximately 30 children helped move a polytunnel and planters on the site.  
 
Approximately 60+ pupils from Oasis Southbank Academy use the farm each week as part of 
the curriculum and we expect this to increase over the next year as a result of this project, 
and with further improvements to the farm we are planning (including a barn and walled 
garden).  
 

Project success and impact 
 
This project has made a huge difference to our capacity to support pupils on our farm. With 
a dedicated polytunnel space for food growing, we can better engage with pupils and 
increase growing activities. The project has also helped improve our aquaponics system and 
enclose our new outdoor kitchen, which has enabled us to run cooking activities, using food 
harvested from the farm.  
 
We work with teachers across the school to integrate food growing as much as possible into 



the curriculum. This includes subjects from History, French and DT, to English and Science.  
 

Quotes from pupils 
 
“On the farm we do lots of jobs and have fun, It’s outside in the fresh air and I feel relaxed” 
 
“The farm makes me feel happy and excited and I love the animals” 
 
“We don’t need to think about the problems we have in school. I really like planting things 
and we talk about things, like the way we really feel” 
 
“The farm makes me feel good because there is nature all around us, I like the flowers and it 
is beautiful” 
 
“I like the farm because we get to be outside and it makes me happy, I like helping doing 
different tasks” 
 
“Being in the sunshine makes me happy and I like apples and we have an apple tree” 
 
Oasis Academy Southbank Brilliant Farmers Club Yr 8 
 
 

Quotes from teachers 
 
'The farm is beneficial for our young people because it gives them a retreat from other, more 
stressful areas of their lives. Being on the farm increases their mood, their concentration and 
resilience. Often, I see them overcome feats they think they can not or they are originally 
scared of - the delight on their face when they accomplish tasks around the farm is priceless. 
It builds their confidence so that they have more of a positive and determined attitude in 
other areas of their lives, including their school work and relationships.'   
Kadisha, Youth Worker  
 
“I think the biggest impact of the farm has been in the opportunity to do things we would 
not have been able to do at school.  Making an earth hill and watching the effect of the 'rain' 
as it eroded the soil made the concept of erosion and deposition much easier to understand. 
Our environmental, Andy Goldsworthy inspired, art work allowed us to create art work in a 
much freer way and the fact that there was no right or wrong helped children who are not 
normally engaged in art to participate.  As for the clay pot firing - how many primary school 
children can say that they made and fired a clay pot in a bonfire! “  
Yr 6 Teacher, Oasis Academy Johanna 

Quotes from parents/volunteers 
 
‘I’ve been volunteering to support sessions on the farm and helping out with designing the 
farm’s growing rotation. One challenge we’ve had is a dedicated space for plant 
propagation. It’s so exciting to see improvements to the space, especially a new polytunnel, 
which will make a huge difference in our ability to grow more plants and run better sessions 
with the kids”. 
Tim, Volunteer 
 
“Oh my goodness, look what you have done to the place! This used to be a right dump, I 
used to live here when we had a row of little houses just here, then they knocked them down 
and it went bad for years. Oh how wonderful and all for young kids - at last they get 



something good round here just for them. Everything is growing really well, thank you” 
Ex-resident of prefab house demolished 10 years ago 
 

 


