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Background  
 
London’s night time economy (NTE) is fundamental to the cultural, social and economic success 
of the capital. It is worth £26.3bn and employs 723,000 (1 in 8) people in a range of sectors 
including food and beverage, culture, entertainment, accommodation and transportation. 
Nightlife is one of the major reasons businesses, students and cultural change-makers base 
themselves in London. A diverse and exciting NTE is also an important reason for London’s status 
as the world’s most visited city. 
 
The Mayor has placed the development of London as a 24 hour city, and the protection and 
development of its offering, at the heart of his policy-making. 
 
There is currently no pan-London strategy to develop this critical part of our economy. 
International best practice and initiatives to mitigate the impacts of nightlife on residential 
populations are not always understood across the city as a whole. 
 
London’s local authorities, police and NTE organisations are facing challenges that require fresh 
thinking, joined up planning and a London-wide response. 
 
The Mayor has therefore decided to continue with the work of the Night Time Commission (“the 
Commission”) under the leadership of Philip Kolvin QC, who is a nationally recognised figure in 
the development and regulation of the night time economy. 
 
Mission 
 
The purpose of the Commission is to provide independent advice to the Mayor as to the 
sustainable development of London’s NTE.  
 
The Commission will advise upon the opportunities for the development of London as a global 24 
hour city, and also as to the best means of mitigating the impacts of the NTE. 
 
The Commission will advise on the development of policies and programmes for London’s NTE as 
a whole. It will also identify and advise upon international and national best practice. 
It will also commission research as required to ensure that policies and initiatives are evidence–
based and properly evaluated. 
 
Membership 
 
The Commission will bring together a wide range of people with proven leadership ability and 
influence, working across some or all of the following fields: the arts, entertainment, hospitality, 
health, retail, local government, property, regulation, transport, policing, community safety, 
planning and architecture. Members will have complementary skills and expertise.  
 
One of the Mayor’s priorities is to create a night time culture that is welcoming and safe for a 
much wider range of people than currently participate in it. The membership of the Commission, 
and any working-groups set up my members, will aim to represent the social diversity of London. 
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Additional members may be appointed at any time by the Chair in consultation with the Mayor. 
 
Membership requirements 
 
Members are required to attend meetings of the Commission, which will take place approximately 
every two months. 
 
Members will be asked to lead on individual areas of the Commission’s work. They may liaise with 
or convene time-limited working groups of others in their sector, to enable the Commission to 
quickly develop a deep understanding of an issue and develop policy or programme 
recommendations. 
 
The Commission will determine its own programme of work, subject to compliance with these 
Terms of Reference. Members will assist in developing the programme of work. 
 
The Commission will present an initial report of findings and recommendations to the Mayor in 
2018. Individual members will be asked to contribute to the report. 
 
Members are asked become champions for London’s NTE in their own sectors. They will find 
opportunities to advance the mission of the Mayor and the Commission via their networks. 
 
Subject to their availability, Members may be invited by the Chair and the GLA to undertake the 
following activities on behalf of the Commission: 

○ give public speeches 

○ participate in round-tables and panel discussions 

○ write or contribute to press articles and GLA publications 

○ give media interviews 

○ provide quotes for media activity 
 
Where members are unable to attend Commission meetings, delegates are not accepted.  
 
The Commission has no political affiliation and will not propose any recommendations or 
solutions related to political affiliation.  
 
Administration and conduct of Commission meetings  
 
The Commission will convene approximately every two months. The meetings will take place at 
City Hall, Queen Walk, London, SE1 or an alternative agreed location. All meetings will be held in 
accessible locations. 
 
The agenda for each meeting will be set by the Chair. Members are encouraged to suggest 
agenda items for forthcoming meetings.  
 
The GLA will distribute the agenda and previous meetings’ minutes in advance of the meeting 
and all minutes and documentation will be published online.    
 
All members must act professionally and lawfully, be punctual to meetings and announce all 
potential conflicts of interests in advance. In line with good governance and collaboration, all 
members will strive to be respectful, consensus-oriented, transparent and accountable. 
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All information discussed, received and communicated to the Commission is to be treated as 
confidential, unless noted otherwise.  
 
The Secretariat to the Commission will be provided by the Greater London Authority. 
 
Duration of membership 
 
Members will be appointed for one year. Any member may resign by giving written notification to 
the Greater London Authority.  
 
Membership may be terminated in the event that a member is unable to regularly attend 
meetings of the Commission or breaches these Terms of Reference. 
 
Remuneration   
 
Membership of the Commission is voluntary. Members cannot claim expenses and are not paid to 
attend board meetings, provide advice, produce written work, make introductions, represent the 
board or undertake any other activity related to the work of the Commission.  
 
All required research to be commissioned by the Commission, or any other activity which uses 
GLA funds, will be managed by the GLA and be commissioned in line with the GLA’s procurement 
policy. The scope of works is dependent on the budget secured.   
 
No member shall therefore obtain any employment or other rights including (without limitation) 
any rights to remuneration and/or expenses in relation to membership or participation, outside of 
being commissioned through the GLA’s procurement procedure. 
 
Limitation of authority  
 
The Commission is an advisory body to the Greater London Authority.  It is not an executive 
body. It does not have the authority to: 
 

• Expend money on behalf of the GLA 

• Commit or influence the GLA to any arrangement 

• Consider any matter outside its specific terms of reference 

• Direct GLA staff in the performance of their duties and shall not seek to do so 

• Or purport or represent the GLA in any communication with the public or media  
 
Communication 
 
The Commission will communicate via a private invite-only email list. Communication may include: 
 

• Periodic updates concerning Commission activities 

• Dissemination of minutes and initiatives 

• Links and research related to Commission’s aims and ambitions  

● Draft documents for review and comment 
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Declarations 
 
Members of the Commission must submit a declaration of personal interests, in accordance with 
the GLA’s policies, including a declaration that they understand and will abide by the Nolan 
Principles of Standards in Public Life. For more information about the Nolan Principles please visit 
www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-7-principles-of-public-life  
 
Acceptance 
 
I agree to join the Night Time Commission on the terms set out above. 
 
Name: 
 
 
 
Signature: 
 
 
 
Date: 

http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-7-principles-of-public-life

