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Project aims 
 
The whole point of this project, for our school, was to get children to develop new 
interests in the world around them, have a love of nature and to eat more healthily and 
we have achieved this 100%. Lots of our children don’t have access to gardens and we 
wanted to show them how they could grow food for themselves for very little money and 
with very little space. We had 4 wooden planter as our starting point and developed our 
garden area into an amazing allotment with ‘bountiful balconies’ made from guttering. 

Key project data 
 
All 168 children in the school have been involved in this project from the planning stage 
through to the planting and picking! All the teaching and support staff have worked with 
the children planning and planting and 3 staff members run gardening clubs for the 
everyday care and maintenance of the gardens. Unfortunately we had no offers of help 
from parents. (an area to work on next year!) 

Project success and impact 
 
Every child in the school has been involved in planning their “garden patches”, budgeting, 
selecting their plants, growing and caring for them.  The excitement of weeding, watering, 
watching and waiting has been amazing to watch. The discussions about how seeds grow, 
why plants need so many leaves and how flowers turn into fruit has been linked to 
science lessons and best of all the children have practically “experienced” it. Everyday 
children are out in the garden section watching the strawberries growing bigger and 
courgettes growing longer and carrot tops appearing. They have had to be very patient 
and the delight when they picked their crops couldn’t be more rewarding. Even more 
rewarding for us has been that fact that children have come to school to share that they 
planted similar plants at home or with grandparents. 

Quotes from pupils 
 
I loved planting the apple tree. It had flowers on which turned into fruit. Some have fallen 
off but the rest are getting bigger. I can’t wait to share them with my friends. Shai (Yr5) 
 
I have learnt how to take care of plants and use the tool properly. Getting muddy is really 
fun! Lily-Mae (Yr 4) 
 
Gardening at school has helped me think about what to plant at home.  Working in the 
garden with my friends has been fun.  Charlotte (Yr4) 
 
The carrots and strawberries were juicy and sweet. It was fun to do gardening with my 
friends. (Harry Yr4) 
 
We have planted vegetables and fruit like strawberries and tomatoes and lettuce and 
cucumbers, beans and courgettes. Watching the plants grow and watering them have 
been the best bit of gardening. (Chloe and Maddy Yr2) 
 
In the summer holidays I am going to cook the soup and bread with my nan, like we did 
using the things we grew at school. (Maddie Yr 5) 



Quotes from teachers 
 
This project has improved the children’s understanding of where food is source. Groups of 
children from all ages throughout the school have thoroughly enjoyed all aspects of 
gardening. (Mr Martin – Gardening club) 
 
I don’t know which touched me more – the growth of the plants or the growth of the 
children! – (Mr Humphries Yr4) 
 
The improved outdoor growing area and gardening project has linked perfectly with 
providing real-life, first-hand experience of growing seeds, and plants covered in our 
Science curriculum. (Miss Carroll – Yr2) 
 
 
 


