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Volumes, trends and public perceptions 
 
Volume of Acid Attacks Knife & Gun crime: 
 
This map visualises the last 12 months of offending for the various knife and gun crime 
measures by borough. The thematic colouring ranges from Red (highest volume boroughs) to 
Green (lowest volume boroughs) in comparison to all MPS boroughs over the 12-month period.  
 
Above average offending – Map methodology: 
 
A control chart is a graph used to study how changes over time. Data are plotted in time order.  
 
A control chart always has a central line for the average, an upper line for the upper control 
limit and a lower line for the lower control limit.  
 
These lines are determined from historical data. By comparing current data to these lines, you 
can draw conclusions about whether performance is essentially stable (i.e. within normal 
expected levels) or irregular/abnormal. Performance is considered irregular/abnormal when a 
data point exceeds the upper or lower control limits, or if seven consecutive points are above or 
below the mean.  
 
The ‘Above average offending’ map within the Volume, trends and public perceptions 
dashboard uses this same methodology to highlight the boroughs most at risk.  
 
The borough average is the mean and is calculated using monthly data dating back to April 
2013.  
 
The borough is coloured depending on the number of times it has recorded offending above 
the average during the last 7 months: Dark red = 7 times above average; Dark green = 0 times 
above average.  
 
Ward volume:  
 
This map visualises the last 12 months of offending for the various acid, knife and gun crime 
measures by ward. The thematic colouring ranges from Red (highest volume wards) to Green 
(lowest volume wards) in comparison to all MPS wards over the 12-month period.  
 
The tool tip hover also shows us the proportion of a borough’s offences that have taken place 
within a specific ward and the ward’s vulnerability grouping as calculated by the Vulnerable 
Locality Profile (see below).  
 
The Vulnerable Locality Profile:  
 
The principles of the Vulnerable Locality Profile (VLP) were based on the Vulnerable Localities 
Index (VLI), originally developed by the Jill Dando Institute, University College London in 2012. 
The VLI is used to identify and prioritise community tensions at the neighbourhood level. The 
variables used in the VLI formula were chosen by UCL following research on fields of 
community cohesion, social exclusion, social efficacy and social capital, and cover thematic 
areas of crime, population, deprivation and education.  
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After consultation with UCL, more up-to-date London-specific datasets relevant to the above 
indicators have been used for the VLP version. Groupings are split into bandings of 10%, 
ranging from wards scored 0-10% being the most vulnerable to 90-100% being the least 
vulnerable wards in London based on this methodology.  
 
Rolling 12 month offending trend: 
 
This line chart visualises the rolling 12-month offending trends. Using each monthly point as a 
finishing point this chart sums the selected month plus the previous 11 months. This gives us a 
better understanding of the long-term trend whilst limiting offending fluctuation.  
 
Monthly offending trend:  
 
This line chart visualises the monthly offence volumes for the selected categorisation. The chart 
enables us to view monthly fluctuations and includes an average (mean) based on the entirety 
of the visualised data.  
 
Perceptions of knife and gun crime:  
 
This data is taken from the Public Attitude Survey (PAS), which gathers the views of London 
residents about a wide range of policing and crime issues.  
 
This survey is conducted face-to-face with approximately 12,800 London residents per year, 
with around 400 interviews achieved in every London Borough. 
 
The line chart visualises responses to the question “To what extent do you think knife/gun 
crime is a problem in this area?” and the results shown are for the proportion of respondents 
(out of 100%) perceiving it to be a ‘Major/Minor Problem’ (with the remaining percentage 
perceiving knife crime as ‘Not a problem at all’). 
 
Rates and repeat victimisation 
 
Repeat victims:  
 
Repeat knife crime victims are defined by those victims of knife and gun crime within the given 
month that have been the victim of knife crime during the previous 12 months. This figure does 
not take into consideration the offence category - only if the offences contained the use of a 
knife.  
 
The map visualises the proportion of victims during the most recent month that are repeat 
victims of knife crime (as described above) in the form of a label for each borough.  
The thematic colouring highlights the number of repeat victims for the given month.  
 
Repeats over time:  
 
This bar chart gives us a monthly breakdown of the proportion of knife and gun crime victims 
that were repeat victims during the last 12 months. This allows us to track changes over time.  
 
Offence category of repeat victims:  
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This table shows us a breakdown of the minor offence categories that repeat victims of knife 
and gun crime have experienced within the last 12 months. The table highlights both 
proportion and offence volume.  
 
 
Rates under 25 victims: 
 
This map visualises the rate of offending against the youth population for offences of non-
domestic knife crime with injury.  
 
This rate is calculated using the most recent London population projections from the London 
Datastore and the last 12 months of non-domestic knife crime with injury offences where the 
victim was under 25 years of age.  
 
The rate is multiplied by 10,000 to give us the offending rate per 10,000 population of under 
25-year olds.  
 
The thematic colours indicate the differing borough rates for offending of this kind.  
 
Rate of victimisation over time:  
 
This line chart uses the same methodology as for the ‘Rates under 25 victims’ chart and 
visualises this rate over time. Each monthly point is based on 12 months’ worth of offences to 
allow the rate calculation.  
 
The chart helps us to view change over time and includes an average (mean) volume line based 
on the entirety of the data within the chart.  
 
Offence definitions 
 
Knife Crime: 
 
All offences of murder, attempted murder, threats to kill, manslaughter, infanticide, wounding 
or carrying out an act endangering life, GBH without intent, ABH and other injury, sexual 
assault, rape, robbery where a knife or sharp instrument (defined as any instrument that can 
pierce the skin) has been used. 
 
Simple possession is excluded (for example, when a police search results in a discovery of 
possession of a weapon). Please note: data includes where a knife was 'threatened but not 
seen' from April 2008 onwards. 
 
Knife crime with injury: 
 
This would involve any offence where the definition of what constitutes a knife crime has been 
met and in which the victim has received any form of injury because of the incident.  
 
• ‘Under 25’ denotes a count of victims where the victim was under the age of 25.  
• ‘Not-DA’ relates to the offences that are not deemed to be domestic abuse related. 
• ‘Pers Robb Off’ relates to offences of personal robbery.  
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Knife Possession: 
 
Any offence recorded under the Home Office classifications of:  
• Having an article with blade or point in a public place  
• Having an article with blade or point on school premises  
• Threaten with a blade or sharply pointed article on school premises  
• Threaten with a blade or sharply pointed article in a public place 
 
Gun Crime: 
 
Any notifiable offence in which a firearm has been used and that the firearm is identified as 
barrelled (thus excluding CS Gas and Pepper spray). 
 
Lethal Barrelled Gun Discharged Offences: 
 
Any notifiable offence in which a firearm has been fired and that the firearm is identified as 
lethal barrelled.  
 
Gun Crime Personal Robbery Offences: 
 
Any notifiable offence in which a firearm has been used and that the firearm is identified as 
barrelled where the offence is classified as Robbery Personal Property.  
 
Acid Attacks: 
 
Any of the following major crime categories where the use of a noxious or corrosive liquid has 
been coded as a feature within the crime report:  
 
 Violence Against the Person 
 Sexual Offences  
 Robbery  
 Burglary 

 


