
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Greater London Authority 
 
 
Mayor’s Infrastructure High Level Group 
 
 
Members List – 2017 / 2018 
 
 

 



INTRODUCTION 
 
London is growing. By 2041 the city’s population will reach 10.8m, and alongside this we will 
see increasing pressures on housing, transport and enabling infrastructure. This growth will 
create opportunities for building new and better infrastructure, and for Londoners to make 
better use of existing assets. However, the intensity of this growth will also mean that London 
faces substantial pressures on its economy and infrastructure system.  
 
To meet the challenges that this growth presents for London, the Mayor has established a High 
Level Infrastructure Group to oversee development in the capital and agree a common vision for 
long term infrastructure planning.  
 
The Group will connect City Hall and industry, focusing on key infrastructure corridors and high 
growth areas. The group brings together infrastructure providers, regulators, central and 
devolved government, and local authorities. The group’s purpose is to continue the dialogue on 
how we can collectively respond to the challenges and opportunities the current era of growth 
presents. Coordination of infrastructure delivery and how we can all work together to respond 
to London’s requirements will be at the core of the agenda.  
 
This document details the membership of the Mayor’s Infrastructure High Level 
Group.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

MEMBER 

 

Hala Audi 

Infrastructure and Projects 
Authority (HM Treasury) 

Director Strategy and Policy at 
Infrastructure Projects 
Authority 

Bio:  Hala joined the IPA from the Treasury, where she headed the Antimicrobial Resistance 

Review team for Lord O’Neill. 
 
Hala has previously worked in the Treasury on Civil Service pay policy and on major rail and 
transport projects. Before joining the Civil Service, Hala was an international arbitration lawyer at 
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP in New York and London, advising clients in a range 
of industries including energy, construction and financial services.  

ROTATING MEMBER 

 

Elaine Bailey 

Hyde Housing (G15 Group 
Representative) 

CEO 

Bio: Elaine joined The Hyde Group as CEO in June 2014 and is responsible for the strategic 

direction of the organisation, ensuring Hyde responds to meet the country’s challenging housing 
needs. Having worked in both the public and private sector in engineering consultancy, HM 
Prison Service and, most recently, Serco, Elaine is an expert in leading multi-disciplinary teams 
of up to 6,000 staff. She has more than 20 years’ strategic and operational experience in 
property maintenance and development, customer services and addressing complex funding 
challenges and land supply issues. 



 

 

 

ROTATING MEMBER 

 

Estelle Brachlianoff 

Veolia (Waste Industry 
Representative) 

Senior Executive Vice-
President UK & Ireland 

Bio: Estelle Brachlianoff leads Veolia’s combined water, waste and energy business in the UK 

& Ireland. She was appointed to this role in July 2012 and also sits on the Veolia Executive 
Committee. Estelle joined the Veolia group in 2005 as Special Advisor to the CEO of Waste 
Management. Prior to her current position, she was in charge of Waste Management in the 
Greater Paris area and also the Facility Management and Cleaning Services branch. 
 
She started her career heading a team managing major infrastructure projects and constructing 
highways and tramways within the Val D’Oise region of Greater Paris.  

MEMBER 

 

Jonathan Brearley 

Ofgem 

Senior Partner, Networks 

Bio:  Jonathan took up the role of the Senior Partner at Ofgem in May 2016. He leads 

Ofgem’s important work regulating the monopoly energy networks. As well as regulation of 
price controls for the distribution and transmission networks for gas and electricity (RIIO), his 
division is responsible for Ofgem’s interconnector and offshore transmission regimes. He has a 
wealth of energy sector experience, having led the DECC’s electricity market reforms as the 
Director for Energy Markets and Networks. 



 

 

 

MEMBER 

 

Mike  Brown 

TfL 

Commissioner 

Bio: Mike was appointed Commissioner in September 2015 overseeing the largest integrated 

Transport Authority in the world. 
 
He joined London Underground (LU) in 1989 and became chief operating officer in 2003. He 
left London Underground to run Heathrow Airport during a massive transformation and 
passenger improvement programme. Mike returned to London Underground as managing 
director and was responsible for operating services with more than one billion journeys every 
year and for leading the largest line upgrade and investment programme the Underground has 
ever seen.  

MEMBER 

 

Rachel Fletcher 

Ofwat 

CEO 

Bio: Rachel Joined Ofwat as its new Chief Executive in 2017.  

 
Before joining Ofwat, Rachel worked as a senior partner at Ofgem, and was appointed by the 
secretary of state to the Ofgem board in 2016. Fletcher was responsible for the regulation of the 
retail energy market, whose role was to: improve supplier conduct; encourage consumer 
engagement; enable competition and ensure consumers are empowered and protected during 
the transition to a low-carbon energy system. 



 

 

 

MEMBER 

 

Philip Graham 

National Infrastructure 
Commission 

Chief Executive 

Bio: Prior to joining the National Infrastructure Commission, Phil Graham worked on many of 

the UK’s most important infrastructure projects for the Department for Transport. He led the 
development of the government’s high-speed rail strategy from its inception and took it through 
one of the country’s largest ever consultation and analysis processes, as well as leading the team 
supporting Sir Howard Davies’ Airports Commission and working on the London Olympics. 

MEMBER 

 

Emma Howard-Boyd 

Environment Agency 

Chair 

Bio: Emma has spent her 25-year career working in financial services, initially in corporate 

finance, and then in fund management, specialising in sustainable investment and corporate 
governance. As Director of Stewardship at Jupiter Asset Management until July 2014, Emma 
was integral to the development of their reputation in the corporate governance and 
sustainability fields. 
 
She currently serves on various boards and advisory committees including the Future Cities 
Catapult (Vice Chair), ShareAction (Chair of Trustees), the Aldersgate Group, Menhaden Capital 
PLC, the 30% Club Steering Committee, the Executive Board of The Prince’s Accounting for 
Sustainability Project and the Carbon Trust Advisory Panel. 



 

 

 

MEMBER 

 

John  Morea 

SGN 

CEO 

Bio: John Morea serves as Chief Executive Officer at Southern Gas Networks. He has been the 

Chief Executive Officer of Scotia Gas Networks Limited (SGN), a subsidiary of SSE. 
 
John has navigated the company through four price controls. John has had extensive experience 
of energy networks, managing business change and delivering significant improvements in 
business efficiency while ensuring safe operation.  John has 30 years’ experience within the 
utility sector and is a member of the Institute of Engineering and Technology and a companion 
of the Institute of Gas Engineers and Managers (“IGEM”). 

ROTATING MEMBER 

 

John Murphy 

Murphy (Civil Engineering 
Contractors Association 
Representative) 

CEO 

Bio: John joined Murphy in 2003 as a civil engineer and has developed a broad range of 

experience across the company’s key sectors, including notable projects such as the London 
power tunnels for the Olympic Park in 2012 as well as the south Wales expansion pipeline for 
National Grid. Prior to taking on the CEO role, John successfully led Murphy’s business across 
the north of England as managing director before becoming COO in the summer of 2017. 



 

 

 

MEMBER 

 

Colin Nicol 

SSE Electricity Networks 

Managing Director 

Bio:  Colin is responsible for the company’s two electricity distribution networks covering 

northern Scotland and central southern England, and also the Transmission network in northern 
Scotland.  
  
He joined SSE in 2010 to work on major projects capital investment before becoming the Lead 
Director for Wholesale Development, responsible for major project development and delivery in 
the wholesale part of SSE’s business. Colin also sits on SSE’s Executive Committee. 

CHAIR 

 

Jules Pipe 

Greater London Authority 

Deputy Mayor for Planning, 
Regeneration and Skills 

Bio: Jules Pipe is working on key priorities for the Mayor, including: major regeneration 

projects across the capital, providing young people with skills for their future careers, ensuring 
London’s infrastructure needs are delivered to benefit all Londoners, and leading on revising the 
London Plan. 
 
Jules has unrivalled knowledge of London government, becoming the first directly elected 
mayor of Hackney in 2002 and serving as Chair of London Councils since June 2010. 



 

 

 

ROTATING MEMBER 

 

Jeremy Chelot 

Community Fibre (ISPA 
Representative) 

CEO 

Bio: Internet entrepreneur and computer scientist, Jeremy Chelot is the CEO of a Fibre-to-

the-Home (FTTH) Internet Service Provider in London called Community Fibre.  
 
In 2013, having gained more than 10 years of experience in computing and networking, Jeremy 
left 3, where he had been managing the Internet and Core infrastructure, to start a Technology 
Consulting company. After a successful launch working with EE, Cisco, and Thomson Reuters, he 
met the chairman and founder of Community Fibre and became its CEO in 2015. Since then, 
Jeremy has been leading Community Fibre with a clear vision: "Becoming the number 1 FTTH 
Internet Provider in London by 2021". 

MEMBER 

 

Steve Robertson 

Thames Water 

CEO 

Bio:  Steve Robertson became CEO of TWUL in September 2016, having previously held the 

position of Chief Executive Officer at Truphone, where he developed ground breaking 
technology allowing it to become a disruptive player in the global market. 
 
Prior to joining Truphone, Steve Robertson served as CEO of BT Openreach from its inception in 
2005 until 2010. 



 

 

 

MEMBER 

 

Darren Rodwell 

London Councils 

Executive Member for City 
Development 

Bio:  Darren was first elected to Barking & Dagenham Council in 2010 and became Leader in 

2014. In 2016, he was appointed to the London Councils Executive as the portfolio holder for 
City Development – covering infrastructure, some aspects of planning, arts and culture and 
sport.   
He is also a member of the Mayor of London’s Cultural Leadership Board, the Arts Council for 
London and the Create London Board. 

MEMBER 

 

Basil Scarsella 

UKPN 

CEO 

Bio:  Basil Scarsella is Chief Executive Officer and Director of UK Power Networks, owned by 

the Cheung Kong Group.  
 
Prior to taking up the appointment at UK Power Networks, Basil was the CEO of Northern Gas 
Networks from 2005, also owned by the Cheung Kong Group, distributing gas to 2.5 million 
homes in the north east of England. From 1998, Basil was the CEO of ETSA Utilities, a privatised 
electricity distribution business in Australia.  Between 1994 and 1998 he was General Manager 
of ETSA Power Corporation.  



 

 

 

ROTATING MEMBER 

 

Dana Tobak 

Hyperoptic (INCA 
Representative) 

CEO 

Bio:  Dana Tobak is co-founder and CEO of Hyperoptic, the UK’s largest residential gigabit 

broadband provider. Founded by Tobak and business partner Boris Ivanovic in 2011, Hyperoptic 
was the first ISP to deliver gigabit symmetrical internet speeds in the UK, and its service remains 
over 128 times faster than traditional ASDL speeds. Prior to establishing Hyperoptic, Tobak co-
founded the ISP Be Unlimited, which provided a record-breaking service of 24Meg in 2005. 

MEMBER 

 

Chris Train 

Cadent Gas 

CEO 

Bio: Cadent chief executive Chris Train OBE has 30 years of experience in the energy sector 

and has worked in senior roles for its predecessors National Grid Gas Distribution Ltd, Transco 
and British Gas. 



 

 

 

 

MEMBER 

 

Steve Unger 

Ofcom 

Group Director and Board 
Member 

Bio:  Steve Unger was appointed to the Ofcom Board in April 2015. He has been with Ofcom 

since its inception, and has held a variety of senior roles. 
 
Before joining Ofcom, Steve worked in industry - for two technology startups, both of whom 
designed and operated their own communications networks, and as a consultant advising a 
variety of other companies on the commercial application of new wireless technologies. He has a 
Physics MA and a PhD in Astrophysics. 

MEMBER 

 

Rupert Walker 

Network Rail 

Strategy and Planning Director 
(South) 

Bio:  As Strategy and Planning Director Rupert leads the System Operator team planning the 

future of the rail network in the south of England including London. 
 
Rupert and his team work closely with the Network Rail route teams (Anglia, South East, Wessex 
and Freight & National Passenger Operators) and train and freight operator customers to try and 
get the most out of existing rail capacity and plan for where new capacity is needed, balancing 
the needs to routes with a network wide perspective.   



 

 

 

MEMBER 

 

Joanna Whittington 

ORR 

CEO 

Bio: Joanna joined the ORR board in March 2014 as executive director of railway markets and 

economics and was responsible for ORR's longer term economic regulatory role including 
planning for the next funding period. She served as interim chief executive from January 2016 
until the completion of the recruitment competition for the permanent post. 
 
As an economic consultant specialising in transport, she is well acquainted with the rail industry 
and has also served as ORR's director of economics and finance leading on the periodic review in 
1998. 

MEMBER 

 

David Wright 

National Grid 

Director, Electricity 
Transmission and Group Chief 
Electricity Engineer 

Bio: David is responsible for maintaining and expanding the electricity transmission network in 

England & Wales to deliver safe, reliable and efficient electricity supplies and has recently been 
appointed Chief Engineer. David has worked for National Grid since 1992 on both Gas and 
Electricity networks in the UK and Electricity in the US. He is a fellow of the IET, Vice-Chair of 
CIGRÉ UK, dual accredited Chartered Engineer (IET and IGEM) and is a member of the Institute 
of Asset Management.  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For further information please contact Oscar Watkins at 
oscar.watkins@london.gov.uk  


