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M54.  Would Policy S4 address strategic matters of London wide importance relating to 
play and informal recreation? 

54.1   Yes, Policy S4 provides a strategic framework to enable boroughs to provide safe 
and stimulating play and recreational facilities to ensure the well-being, health and 
development of London’s children and young people is supported. 

54.2   Between 2016 and 2041, London’s population is expected to rise by 1.98 million 
people to reach 10.78 million, including an increase of 370,000 in the number of 
children between the ages of 6 and 18.1 Currently it is estimated that only 55 per 
cent of children in London are physically active.2 Twenty-two point two per cent of 
children aged 4 to 5 are classified as overweight or obese, with this figure being as 
high as 37.2 per cent for 10 to 11-year olds – significantly higher than for England 
as a whole.3 

54.3   Policy S4 enables boroughs across London to consider how the role and design of 
the built environment can create opportunities for children and young people to 
access play and recreation space. This is strategically important in responding to 
the expected increase in children and young people over the Plan period and in 
helping tackle current trends in childhood inactivity. The Policy will also ensure that 
areas of strategically significant growth across London – such as Opportunity Areas 
– sufficiently contribute to the provision of good quality, accessible play space to 
respond to the anticipated increase in the number of children and young people. 

a)  Would Policy S4 provide an effective and justified strategic framework for the 
preparation of local plans and neighbourhood plans in relation to play and 
informal space? 

54.4   Yes, the Policy provides an effective and justified strategic framework to ensure 
boroughs can positively plan for the provision of play and informal recreation space 
and guard against the unnecessary loss of provision to meet the needs of children 
and young people in their planning policies and decisions. This framework enables 
boroughs to positively plan for and understand the needs of play and informal 
recreation space in their communities by undertaking audits of existing provision 
and identifying opportunities for future provision. These audits inform the creation 
of play strategies that address identified needs, supported by development plan 
policies.  

54.5  The Policy encourages effective cross-borough collaboration through the 
development of play strategies to ensure the integration of play provision and the 
promotion of child-friendly neighbourhoods across borough boundaries.  

54.6   The detailed guidance set out in the Shaping Neighbourhoods: Play and Informal 
Recreation Supplementary Planning Guidance (SPG) will be reviewed and updated 
to support the implementation of Policy S4, as set out in paragraph 5.4.5. 

                                                        
1 NLP/DEM/001: GLA Intelligence, GLA 2016-based Trend Projection Results, July 2017 
2 NLP/CD/02: Mayor of London, Integrated Impact Assessment Scoping Report, February 2017, page 37 
3 NLP/CD/02: Mayor of London, Integrated Impact Assessment Scoping Report, February 2017, page 37 
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b)  In light of the need for increased densities and differing local contexts, would 
requirements as set out at Policy S4B2 be justified, particularly a space standard 
per child for accessible on-site play provision? Overall would it provide sufficient 
flexibility to reflect local circumstances? 

54.7   Yes, the requirement for residential developments to incorporate good-quality, 
accessible play provision for all ages of at least 10 square metres per child is 
justified to respond to the expected increase of children and demand for facilities 
over the Plan period.  

54.8   The draft Plan recognises that a careful balance should be struck between 
optimising housing output, enabling infrastructure delivery and achieving 
residential and environmental quality. To optimise the use of development 
opportunities, proper account must be taken of play provision in residential 
development to meet the expected increase in demand over the Plan period. This 
balanced approach is supported by the draft Plan’s broader design policies in 
Chapter 3.  

54.9   The requirement for a minimum of 10 square metres per child of play provision in 
residential development was initially developed by The Fields in Trust (FIT) for 
outdoor playing space for children and young people and still is a realistic 
requirement capable of being delivered. 

54.10   To ensure the requirement of the Policy is effectively implemented, a Population 
Yield Calculator has been developed to assist boroughs and developers in 
estimating the potential child yield from a development and the resulting 
requirements for play space provision. The methodology to calculate potential child 
yield uses the most recent census population data, from 2011, which is matched to 
data from the Local Development Database of sites built between 2001 and 2011.4  

54.11   The calculator reflects development trends, including differing local contexts, as it 
presents a range of population yield outputs that reflect the differing yields on 
developments in inner and outer London and for London as a whole. 

 

                                                        
4 GLA Intelligence, GLA Yield Calculator Methodology, September 2014.  


