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49 Would Policy HC6 provide and effective and justified approach to support the 
growth and diversification of London’s night time economy (NTE)?  

 
49.1 Yes. The night-time economy refers to all economic activity that occurs between the 

hours of 6pm and 6am. London’s night-time economy is worth £26bn and generates 
one in eight jobs in the capital. Much of London’s cultural activities happen in the 
evening and into the night, and the city’s world-renowned cultural offer is a major 
driver of tourism, with tourists spending £7.3bn per year in London.1  

49.2 The 2012 NPPF advocates building a strong and competitive economy, encouraging 
local planning authorities to be proactive in meeting development needs and 
supporting an economy that is fit for the 21st century.2 The 2012 NPPF also requires 
plans to take account of and support local strategies to improve cultural wellbeing for 
all3, and support the management and growth of town centres, and their viability and 
vitality4.  

49.3 The Mayor has published his vision for London as a 24-hour city, which seeks to 
promote a 24-hour economy, protect London’s cultural assets and foster new activities 
to maintain London’s unique cultural offering. The vision reflects London’s role as a 
world-class city, highlighting the need to plan for a truly 24-hour London that 
functions sustainably by encouraging a better distribution and diversity of night-time 
economy activities, reducing the pressure on the capital’s hotspots and the need to 
travel, and relieving the city of peak pressures relating to deliveries, servicing, street 
cleansing and commuter flows.5  

49.4 The development of the night-time economy is a key aspect of the Mayor’s Culture 
Strategy, Culture for all Londoners.6 It states that London’s nightlife should be 
extensive, diverse and able to thrive, and commits the Mayor to supporting a 
culturally-exciting 24-hour city that is safe and welcoming. The draft Plan therefore 
aligns with the Mayor’s Vision for a 24-hour city and his Culture Strategy, providing 
consistency across the Mayor’s strategies.7  

49.5 To support the implementation of the Vision, the Mayor has created the role of Night 
Czar to make London at night a thriving, safe, welcoming and accessible city, to 
protect venues and to prioritise women’s safety. The Mayor has also appointed an 
independent Night Time Commission to make recommendations on policies and 
programmes. To complement this, a network of Night Time Borough Champions has 
been established to support best practice amongst local authorities in planning, 
licensing8 and other approaches that promote London’s night-time economy.  

49.6 Policy HC6 contributes to the delivery of Policy GG1, which seeks to promote town 
centres, recognising the crucial role they play in the social, civic, cultural and economic 
lives of Londoners during the daytime, evening and night time. It also contributes to 

                                                 
1 NLP/HC/020a: The Mayor of London, The Mayor’s Culture Strategy, December 2018  
2 NLP/GD/03: DCLG, National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 2012, Paragraph 20 
3 NLP/GD/03 DCLG, NPPF 2012, Paragraph 17 
4 NLP/GD/03 DCLG, NPPF 2012, Paragraph 23 
5 NLP/HC/008: The Mayor of London, From Good Night to Great Night – a vision for London as a 24-hour City, 
July 2017 
6 NLP/HC/020a: The Mayor of London, The Mayor’s Culture Strategy, December 2018 
7 NLP/GD/02: Greater London Authority Act 1999 (as amended), OPSI, 1999 
8 NLP/HC/020a: The Mayor of London, The Mayor’s Culture Strategy, December 2018 
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Policy GG5, which seeks to ensure that London’s economy diversifies, and promotes 
and supports London’s rich heritage and cultural assets, and its role as a 24-hour city. 

49.7 Policy HC6 encourages boroughs to develop a vision for the night-time economy for 
their area, building on the Mayor’s Vision for London as a 24-hour city, and taking 
into account the strategic areas of night-time activity classified in Table A1.1 of the 
draft Plan9. The Policy sets a framework for boroughs to plan successfully for the 
night-time economy, requiring them to promote the night-time economy in 
appropriate locations, and improve access, inclusion and safety at night. The Policy 
also encourages boroughs to diversify the range of night-time activities, address 
cumulative impacts, ensure safe and convenient night-time transport, and protect and 
support evening and night-time cultural venues. It also promotes an integrated 
approach to management of the night-time economy, particularly in relation to 
planning and licensing, servicing, deliveries, safety and security and environmental and 
cleansing services. 

49.8 Policy HC6 is clear that while the Mayor is keen to promote London as a 24-hour 
global city, 24-hour activities are not suitable for every part of London. The draft Plan 
promotes the night-time economy in the Central Activities Zone, strategic areas of 
night-time activity, town centres and where public transport, such as the Night Tube 
and night buses, are available. Supported by town centre strategies as encouraged by 
Policy SD9, the Mayor’s Vision guides night-time economy uses to appropriate areas 
within and around town centres. Paragraph 7.6.2 of the draft Plan is clear that 
boroughs should balance the needs of local residents with the economic and social 
benefits of promoting a night-time economy in certain areas. 

49.9 The Policy is clear that boroughs should work closely with stakeholders, such as the 
police, local businesses, patrons, workers and residents, in considering how to manage 
the night-time economy in their area, taking an integrated approach to planning, 
licensing, public safety, environmental services and other functions. Diversification of 
night-time economy activities is encouraged, including through extending opening 
hours and promoting alternative evening and night-time uses of existing daytime 
facilities such as shops, cafés, restaurants, markets, community centres, libraries, 
theatres and museums. This will help to attract a more diverse range of visitors, which 
is particularly important for managing areas where there are high concentrations of 
licensed premises.   

a) Is the definition of ‘strategic areas of night time activity’ as set out in Table 
A1.1 effective and justified? 

49.10 The range and type of night-time activity varies across London’s town centres, with 
the International and Metropolitan centres accommodating significantly larger 
averages of night-time floorspace. In Table A1.1, the draft Plan identifies those areas 
of night-time activity that serve a strategic function. The following classifications have 
been applied to these areas: 

• NT1 – areas of international or national significance 

• NT2 – areas of regional or sub-regional significance 

• NT3 – areas with more than local significance 

                                                 
9 NLP/EC/013: Mayor of London, London Town Centre Health Check Analysis, January 2018 
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49.11 Many of the night-time uses and activities that operate in these areas draw a 
catchment from a wide geography, reaching across borough boundaries and into the 
Wider South East, and in some cases serving a national or international function. These 
areas are therefore of strategic importance to London. Annex 1 of the draft Plan 
makes it clear that these areas typically include the following uses: culture, leisure, 
entertainment, food and drink, health services and shopping. 

49.12 The classifications in Table A1.1 are established through the Town Centre Health 
Check based on robust quantitative data regarding the floorspace provision of typical 
night-time activity uses.10  

The following indicators were used to inform the classification of strategic areas of 
night-time activity:  

- Total leisure floorspace (sqm – occupied, excluding cafes) 
- Total cinemas floorspace (sqm – occupied) 
- Total theatres floorspace (sqm – occupied) 
- Total restaurants floorspace (sqm – occupied) 
- Total pubs and bars floorspace (sqm – occupied) 
- Total nightclubs floorspace (sqm – occupied) 
- Total hotel rooms (no.) 
- Total hot food takeaway floorspace (sqm – occupied) 

Stakeholders, including boroughs, have also informed the classification of strategic 
areas of night-time activity, providing a sense check to the results. 

49.13 Minor Suggested Changes have been made to the Policy to reflect consultation 
responses and further discussions with boroughs. Five centres have been re-classified 
to NT3 (areas with more than local significance)11 and a further three centres have 
been re-classified to NT2 (areas of regional or sub-regional significance)12. One further 
suggested change is proposed – reclassifying Crouch End in response to the level of 
night-time activities operating in the area (see Appendix 1).  

49.14 A further change is also proposed to Policy HC6 B1 to clarify the relationship between 
the areas where the night-time economy should be particularly encouraged and the 
availability of public transport at night (see Appendix 1).  

b) Does it strike the right balance between supporting the NTE and protecting 
the living conditions of residents and nearby uses in terms of anti-social 
behaviour, noise pollution, health and wellbeing and other issues? 

49.15 Yes. The draft Plan makes it clear in paragraph 7.6.2 that 24-hour activities are not 
suitable for every part of London, and that boroughs should balance the needs of 
residents with the economic benefits of promoting the night-time economy. Boroughs 
are best placed to establish in detail how this balance should be approached at the 
local level. At a strategic level, Policy HC6 identifies areas of strategic importance that 

                                                 
10 NLP/EC/013: Mayor of London, London Town Centre Health Check Analysis, January 2018 
11 NLP/CD/09: GLA, Table of changes – Minor Suggested Changes, August 2018, MSC.A1.10, MSC.A1.15, 
MSC.A1.22, MSC.A1.25 and MSC.A1.26 
12 NLP/CD/09: GLA, Table of changes – Minor Suggested Changes, August 2018, MSC.A1.5, MSC.A1.6 and 
MSC.A1.12 
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are most suitable to accommodate night-time economy uses: the Central Activities 
Zone, strategic areas of night-time activity, town centres and where public transport, 
such as the Night Tube and night buses, are available.  

49.16 In order to promote the right balance, Policy HC6 seeks to ensure that the cumulative 
impacts of evening and night-uses are addressed, particularly those related to anti-
social behaviour and noise, as well as other impacts on the health and wellbeing of 
residents. The Policy promotes the diversification of these areas, through expanding 
the range of night-time economy activities to include facilities typically open during 
the day, such as shops, cafes, restaurants, markets, community centres, libraries, 
theatres and museums. Policy HC6 also requires boroughs to improve access, inclusion 
and safety, to make the public realm welcoming, and to ensure that night-time 
economy venues are well-served with safe and convenient transport.  

49.17 Boroughs are encouraged to consider appropriate management strategies and 
mitigation measures. Town Centres Strategies, as encouraged by Policy SD9, will be 
key to ensuring that an integrated and co-ordinated approach is taken to managing 
the impacts of a more diverse and vibrant evening and night-time economy. Tailored 
approaches will be required to manage issues such as transport, servicing, noise, crime, 
anti-social behaviour, perceptions of safety, and the quality and cleanliness of the 
street environment. Individual approaches will need to be tailored to the local area, but 
this could include ensuring that areas where people congregate outside at night – such 
as busy bus stops – are located away from residential areas, ensuring appropriate areas 
are well-lit and the public realm is clean in time for daytime businesses to operate, or 
agreeing appropriate times for deliveries and servicing. This will require a collaborative 
and integrated approach involving key stakeholders such as the police, businesses, 
Business Improvement Districts, Transport for London, local residents, and the local 
authority. 

49.18 This approach is supported by other policies in the draft Plan, notably: 

• Policy T2 Healthy Streets, which requires developments to deliver improvements 
that support the Healthy Streets Approach, which seek to create safe, 
welcoming streets that positively contribute to people’s mental and physical 
health; 

• Policy D1 London’s form and characteristics, which emphasises the need for 
achieving safe and inclusive environments, providing active frontages, and 
helping to prevent or mitigate the impacts of noise; 

• Policy D3 Inclusive design, which aims to deliver an inclusive environment for all 
Londoners; 

• Policy D7 Public realm, which seeks to ensure that the public realm is safe, 
accessible, inclusive, attractive and well-connected; 

• Policy D10 Safety, security and resilience to emergency, which requires 
boroughs to work with local police and other agencies to maintain a safe and 
secure environment and reduce the fear of crime; 
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• Policy D12 Agent of Change, which places the responsibility for mitigating the 
impacts from existing noise and other nuisance-generating activities or uses on 
the proposed new noise-sensitive development; 

• Policy D13 Noise, which seeks to improve and enhance the acoustic 
environment and sets policies for how new noise-sensitive development should 
be designed and separated from sources of noise. 

  
49.19 Policy HC6 also recognises that boroughs can apply for accreditation with schemes – 

such as Purple Flag – which provide a standard of excellence in managing the night-
time economy.13  

 

 

                                                 
13 NLP/CD/09: GLA, Table of changes – Minor Suggested Changes, August 2018, MSC 7.51 
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Appendix 1 
 
Further Suggested Changes to Policy HC6 B and Table A1.1 – Town Centre Network 
 

Change 
ref no  

Policy/para 
/table/map  

Further suggested change  

  
M49.1 HC6 B 1  promote the night-time economy, where appropriate, 

particularly in the Central Activities Zone, strategic areas of 
night-time activity, and town centres, and where public 
transport such as the Night Tube and Night Buses are 
available 
 

M49.2 Table A1.1 See table below 
 

 
 

Ref Centre Borough Network 
classification  

Future 
potential 
network 
classification 

Night-time 
economy 
classification  

Commercial 
growth 
potential  

Residential 
growth 
potential  

Office 
guidelines  

Strategic area 
for 
regeneration* 

110 Crouch End Haringey  District   NT3 Low Incremental    

 
 
 


