
 
 Mayor of London | M15 Strategic and Local Regeneration 
 
 

Page 1 of 3 
 

M15. Would the Plan be effective in ensuring that development contributes positively 
to regeneration where it is needed and the building of strong and inclusive 
communities in accordance with Policy GG1? 

15.1 Yes, Good Growth Policy GG1 seeks to ensure that London is a fairer, more inclusive 
and more equal city. It supports access to good-quality community infrastructure, 
economic opportunities and a welcoming environment, and promotes inclusive 
neighbourhoods. Planning for Good Growth means planning with communities, both 
existing and new – making new connections and eroding inequalities.1 

15.2 Policy SD10 complements the policy objectives set out in Policy GG1 by seeking to 
tackle poverty, disadvantage, inequality and the causes of deprivation, particularly in 
places where their impacts are acutely felt.  

15.3 By supporting an integrated approach to regeneration, undertaken in collaboration 
with local communities, Policy SD10 will contribute positively to regeneration and 
support the draft Plan’s Good Growth policy to maintain and develop strong and 
inclusive communities. 

15.4 Through the identification of Strategic and Local Areas for Regeneration, the policy 
provides an effective spatial framework to ensure that regeneration helps to reduce 
spatial inequalities, based on a thorough understanding of the demographics of 
communities and their needs.  

15.5 The policy is deliverable over the Plan period through joint working between the 
Mayor, London boroughs, other public and private stakeholders and communities. All 
stakeholders, communities and individuals have a part to play in tackling poverty, 
disadvantage, inequality and the causes of deprivation. The Mayor plays an active role, 
including through the implementation of a range of statutory and non-statutory 
strategies2 such as housing, economic development, transport, health inequalities and 
skills. Alongside the London Plan, these strategies help to tackle deprivation by 
supporting actions to: deliver more homes for Londoners, particularly genuinely 
affordable homes; create a city where businesses can thrive and create a diverse range 
of jobs; and enable people from all walks of life to be able to share in the city’s success 
and fulfil their potential.   

15.6 The Mayor is also managing regeneration spending on behalf of the London Economic 
Action Partnership (LEAP), along with a range of other funding streams including 
Crowdfund London, the Good Growth Fund, the Skills for Londoners Capital Fund and 
the European Social Fund. These funding sources help to tackle some of the causes of 
deprivation and promote Good Growth, for example through investment in new skills, 
affordable homes, improvements to air quality, business support initiatives, 
apprenticeships, job training opportunities and community-led projects.  

                                                 
1 NLP/CD/09: GLA, Table of Changes - Minor Suggested Changes to the Draft new London Plan, Ref 1.3  
2 See NLP/HOU/017: Mayor of London, London Housing Strategy, May 2018; NLP/SO/009: Mayor of London, 
The London Health Inequalities Strategy, September 2018; NLP/EC/027: Mayor of London, Draft Economic 
Development Strategy, December 2017; NLP/EC/028: Mayor of London, Skills for Londoners Strategy, June 2018; 
NLP/TR/001: Mayor of London, Mayor's Transport Strategy, March 2018 

https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/table_of_changes_-_minor_suggested_changes_to_london_plan_1.pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/sfl_strategy_final_june_20186.pdf
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a) Would Figure 2.19 provide an effective and justified strategic framework for 
the identification of regeneration areas in local plans and neighbourhood 
plans? 

15.7  Yes, the Strategic Areas for Regeneration, illustrated in Figure 2.19, are based upon 
robust and up-to-date evidence from the Index of Multiple Deprivation (IMD)3. The 
IMD is a well-established and analytically-sound method to highlight the spatial 
distribution of relative deprivation. It combines information from seven domains – 
income, employment, education/skills, health/disability, crime, barriers to housing and 
living environment. By highlighting relative deprivation, the IMD identifies spatially 
where there are particular concentrations of inequality and multiple deprivation. 
Addressing inequalities across these domains is an important part of the Mayor’s 
objective to deliver Good Growth – a fairer, more inclusive and more equal city – and 
so the IMD is used as the basis for identifying the Strategic Areas for Regeneration in 
the new London Plan. 

15.8 Figure 2.19 provides an effective strategic framework for the identification of Strategic 
Areas for Regeneration in Local Plans. It shows that many of London’s 
neighbourhoods lie within the 20 per cent most deprived areas in England, with 
particular concentrations in north and east London, inner west London, and 
immediately around central London with other, smaller concentrations spread across 
the capital.  

15.9 The Figure illustrates that many of the Strategic Areas for Regeneration straddle 
London borough boundaries, requiring effective joint working between boroughs and 
other stakeholders to address the challenges that arise from them. 

15.10 Paragraph 2.10.1 recognises that there are other parts of London (in addition to the 
strategic areas) where the impacts of inequality are acutely felt, which may not be fully 
reflected in the IMD. The Plan encourages boroughs to identify these in Local Plans as 
Local Areas for Regeneration, where relevant, taking into account local evidence. 

b) Would Policy SD10 provide an effective and justified strategic framework for 
the preparation of (i) policies in local plans and neighbourhood plans and (ii) 
regeneration strategies and programmes?  

15.11 Yes, by encouraging boroughs to identify Strategic and Local Areas for Regeneration 
in Local Plans and to develop policies for these areas based on a thorough 
understanding of the demographics of communities and their needs, Policy SD10 
provides an effective and justified framework for local plans, neighbourhood plans, 
regeneration strategies and programmes. 

15.12 The policy recognises that spatial planning can make an important contribution to 
delivering regeneration outcomes through development plans, Opportunity Area 
Planning Frameworks, town centre renewal and development decisions. Policy SD10 is 
complemented by Policy SD14 (which aims to ensure that Opportunity Areas 
contribute to regeneration objectives and that development proposals integrate into 
surrounding areas), Policy SD8 G2 and Annex 1 (which identifies town centres 

                                                 
3 MHCLG, English Indices of deprivation 2015, Accessed via https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/english-
indices-of-deprivation-2015 
4 In particular parts A1, A6 and B8 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/english-indices-of-deprivation-2015
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/english-indices-of-deprivation-2015
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associated with the areas for regeneration), and Policy SD9 AA (which encourages the 
development of town centre strategies produced in partnership at the local level). 

15.13 In response to concerns raised during the consultation about the importance of 
community engagement at an early stage and throughout the process of preparing 
plans and strategies and delivering programmes, the Mayor has made Minor Suggested 
Changes5 to Policy SD10 A2A and paragraph 2.10.3. The draft Plan also emphasises 
the importance of OAPFs being prepared in a collaborative way with local communities 
and stakeholders (Policy SD1 A1 and paragraph 2.1.4). 

15.14 To implement the London Plan Good Growth policies to ensure that London becomes 
a fairer, more inclusive and more equal city, the Plan defines the Strategic Areas for 
Regeneration (Policy SD10 A) as those that fall within the most deprived 20 per cent 
of areas in England, based upon evidence in the IMD (see paragraphs 15.8 to 15.12 
above). Policy SD10 B recognises that there are also other areas in need of 
regeneration at the local level, which may not be reflected in the IMD. In line with the 
London Plan Good Growth policies to ensure that inequalities are addressed across the 
whole of the city, the Mayor has made a Minor Suggested Change6 to paragraph 
2.10.4 to support boroughs in identifying locally-specific areas that are affected by 
particular issues and to encourage the use of other evidence alongside the individual 
measures of deprivation that make up the IMD. 

15.15 The Plan takes a holistic approach to regeneration with a range of policies that 
promote employment, skills, housing supply and quality, the environment, health, 
culture, social infrastructure, community safety and transport. It is important therefore 
that the Plan is read as a whole, and Policy SD10 is complemented by all the other 
policies in the London Plan, which flow from the overarching Good Growth policies in 
Chapter 1.  

15.16 Policy SD10 will help to tackle inequalities and deliver positive regeneration outcomes 
for both existing and new communities by engaging communities themselves, 
particularly those in Strategic and Local Areas for Regeneration, at an early stage and 
throughout the development of local development documents, strategies and 
regeneration programmes and ensuring that policies are based on a thorough 
understanding of the demographics of communities and their needs.   

15.17 Policy SD10 will be delivered over the plan period through joint working between the 
Mayor, the London boroughs, communities and other public and private stakeholders. 
It provides an effective and proportionate framework for more detailed local 
regeneration policies, strategies and programmes to deliver positive outcomes tailored 
to local needs and circumstances. 

 
 

 

                                                 
5 NLP/CD/09: GLA, Table of Changes - Minor Suggested Changes to the Draft new London Plan, September 
2018, Ref MSC.2.123 and 2.124 
6 NLP/CD/09: GLA, Table of Changes - Minor Suggested Changes to the Draft new London Plan, September 
2018, MSC.Ref, 2.125 

https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/table_of_changes_-_minor_suggested_changes_to_london_plan_1.pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/table_of_changes_-_minor_suggested_changes_to_london_plan_1.pdf

