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Matter 94: Monitoring 
 
Would the key performance indicators and measures set out in Table 
12.1 ensure that the Plan can be effectively monitored such that the 
Mayor and others can respond effectively if policies are not delivering 
the expected outcomes?  
 
We consider that the list of strategic Key Performance Indicators (KPI’s) listed 
in Table 12.1, as supplemented by a broader range of indicators in the 
London Plan’s Annual Monitoring Report1, should be expanded to cover a 
broader range of environmental issues.  
 
The Mayor has identified only two KPI’s under ‘Environment’ covering 
respectively; protection of green belt and metropolitan open land, and carbon 
emissions through new development. These do not reflect the full extent of 
the environmental objectives and policy aspirations embedded within the 
Plan, or within the Mayor’s London Environment Strategy (LES). 
  
The Plan’s KPI’s will need development to enable effective monitoring of the 
Plan against a wider range of the Mayor’s environmental commitments. We 
recommend that KPI’s for the high level policy targets / objectives identified in 
our Tables 1 and 2 below are necessary to enable Plan performance to be 
assessed effectively: 
 
Table 1. draft London Plan targets /objectives for which we recommend 
additional KPI’s 
 
Policy Policy target / objective 
G1, para.8.1.3 Making more than half of London green by 2050 
G6 D. To secure net biodiversity gain in new development 
SI1 Improving air quality-  

Nox – compliance against UK & EU limits – annually 
 
PM 2.5 – monitor concentrations of PM 2.5 against the 
World Health Organisation guideline 
limits 

SI7 A a) Waste recycling- Municipal waste – 65% by 2030 
SI7A b) Waste recycling - Commercial and demolition waste – 95% 

by 2020 

1 https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/planning/implementing-london-plan/monitoring-
london-plan 
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SI8 A London’s net waste self-sufficiency target– 100% by 2026 
SI8, para. 9.8.2  Zero biodegradable/ recyclable waste to landfill by 2026 
SI13 Development achieving ‘greenfield’ run-off rates 
 
The London Plan sets the spatial context for the Mayor’s published London 
Environment Strategy (LES)2, and refers to the LES throughout. The LES sets 
out the Mayor’s objectives, policies and proposals for protecting and 
improving London’s environment. 
 
The LES’s Implementation Plan3 sets out what reporting will be undertaken to 
assess the Strategy’s progress. It identifies measures related to air quality, 
green space, climate change mitigation, waste, adapting to climate change, 
and low carbon circular economy , which the Mayor has prioritised. We note 
that the following ‘report against’ measures are identified in the LES 
Implementation Plan: 
 
Table 2. LES Implementation Plan – Mayoral environmental targets / 
objectives for which additional London Plan KPI’s should be considered 
 
Topic LES Implementation Plan - Mayor’s ‘report against’ 
Air Quality Number of legal exceedances per year 

Area covered by Air Quality Focus Areas 
Green Infrastructure Tree cover 

Green cover 
Number of trees planted  
Area of green spaces / Area of green spaces improved 
 

Climate change 
mitigation & energy  

Scope 1&2 greenhouse gas emissions for homes, 
workplaces and transport 

Waste Household waste recycling performance 
Non-household waste recycling performance 

Adapting to climate 
change  

Number of properties affected by surface water flooding 
Amount of sustainable drainage retrofitted 
Number of water efficiency measures installed through 
Mayoral programmes 
Green cover – as cooling effect 

Low carbon, circular 
economy   

Value of sales and Gross Value Added in the low carbon 
and environmental goods and services sector 
Number of Circular Economy of businesses in the low 
carbon and environmental goods and services sector 
Number of employees in the low carbon and 
environmental goods and services sector 

2 https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/environment/london-environment-strategy 
 
3 https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/implementation_plan.pdf 
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We strongly recommend that the Mayor reviews the reporting measures 
identified above, in developing further environmental KPI’s for the London 
Plan, and in reviewing a new set of Annual Monitoring Report indicators  
(LP, paragraph 12.1.4 refers). The London Plan, Chapter 12 should be 
strengthened by reference to the LES Implementation Plan.  
 
We note, at paragraph 12.1.3 of the Plan that ‘Change in overall green cover’ 
and ‘delivery of sustainable drainage’ are listed as important ‘measure-ables’, 
whilst not being KPI’s. We welcome that, as they support implementation of 
both the London Plan policies in our Table 1 above, and the measures 
identified in the LES Implementation Plan in Table 2. However, we 
recommend that consideration be given to whether these matters are of a 
higher priority, given the Mayor’s policy commitments and strategic objectives, 
sufficient to warrant KPI’s being identified in the Plan. 
 
The London Sustainable Development Commission regularly monitor the 
sustainability of London via their Quality of Life Indicators4, which they are 
moving towards the UN Sustainable Development Goals. It would make 
sense that the Mayor’s London Plan and LES are looking at similar indicators, 
where appropriate.  
 
We are happy to continue to support the Mayor with advice on identifying and 
monitoring environmental KPI’s for the Plan, where we hold data, and as 
relevant to the Environment Agency’s remit.  
 
 
 

4 https://data.london.gov.uk/londons-quality-of-life-indicators-report 
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