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M8. Given the legal requirement for the Mayor to have regard to the 
need to ensure that the Plan is consistent with national policies, is it 

justified for certain policies to deviate from national policy and 
guidance? 

 
 
Camden Council considers that it is appropriate for the London Plan to deviate 

from national policy and guidance where the situation in London's merits a 
different policy approach.  Given the unique circumstances operating in the 

capital on many matters it is entirely appropriate that there are bespoke London 
policy responses that differ from the national approach provided that there is 

suitable evidence and justification for them.  
 
We do not, however, consider that in all cases where the Draft Plan has taken an 

approach that is not consistent with national policy and guidance that this is 
appropriate or has been properly justified. Specifically we object to a distinct 

London Plan definition of gypsies and travellers that requires boroughs to plan to 
meet specialist needs of those who have ceased to travel permanently and those 
who have a cultural preference not to live in bricks and mortar accommodation. 

(Policy H16 Gypsy and traveller accommodation). 
 

The inclusion of those who have ceased to travel permanently directly contradicts 
the national definition provided in the Planning Policy for Traveller Sites (PPTS), 
which was amended in 2015 to exclude this group. In effect, Policy H16 redefines 

travellers to include people who do not have a nomadic lifestyle, and therefore 
do not need specialist accommodation to support it.  There are no London-

specific circumstances that justify a different definition being used in London to 
that used nationally.  
 

We note that the representation of the Secretary of State for Housing, 
Communities and Local Government also questioned the consistency of policy 

H16 with national policy.  
 
 

The Council intends to submit a further written statement in response to EiP 
Matter 21 on Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation. 
 
 


