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Aviation  

The Mayor’s response to Preliminary Question 13 is relevant to this matter.  

M87. (a) Are the requirements of Policy T8 necessary to address the strategic priorities of 
London and, if so, would they be effective in that regard? (b) Or does policy T8 cover matters 
that are dealt with by national policy and/or would be more appropriately dealt with through 

local plans or neighbourhood plans? (c) Are changes to Policy T8 and/or other parts of the 
Plan necessary to ensure consistency with national policy relating to Heathrow Airport 
including the Airports National Policy Statement: new runway capacity and infrastructure at 

airports in the South East of England (June 2018)? 

 

M87 a) - Policy T8 is necessary in defining the requirements for London in 

mitigating any adverse effects of Heathrow airport expansion. In that regard it 

goes beyond the requirement in the Airports National Policy Statement (ANPS) 
which did not propose any measures for the impact on the environment and 

affected communities. 

 

Policy T8 states what would have to be taken into account by the Government 

to achieve the best outcome for London from a third runway at Heathrow or 
any changes in its operation and to deal with problems of increased noise, air 

pollution and climate change and the demand on the road network and public 
transport. The policy requires consideration of the effect of air traffic 

movements on communities. 

 

It requires that better use is made of existing airport capacity. 

 

Policy T8 will be effective only if the Government’s proposals for any airport 

expansion will ensure that limits will not be exceeded for the matters the 

Mayor has defined. 

 

M87 b) – No. The Mayor’s policy on airport expansion or change must be part 

of the Government’s consideration. There is little that boroughs’ Development 
Plans could do to mitigate the adverse effects of airport expansion except to 

require all new buildings to be sound proofed. That would reduce quality of life, 
result in more polluting use of air conditioning and put up build costs which 

would reduce the viability of development. 

 

M87 c) – No.  The draft NLP is ahead of the Government’s 2018 definition of 
what would need to be considered and done to allow expansion of Heathrow. 
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