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ORGANISATION LONDON FIRST 

ID 1588 

MATTER M87 AVIATION 
 

M87. (a) Are the requirements of Policy T8 necessary to address the strategic 

priorities of London and, if so, would they be effective in that regard?   

(b) Or does policy T8 cover matters that are dealt with by national policy 

and/or would be more appropriately dealt with through local plans or 

neighbourhood plans? 

(c) Are changes to Policy T8 and/or other parts of the Plan necessary to ensure 

consistency with national policy relating to Heathrow Airport including the 

Airports National Policy Statement: new runway capacity and infrastructure at 

airports in the South East of England (June 2018)? 

 

1. London First strongly supports increased aviation capacity in the South East of 

England. This has been a pressing need for the region for many years, and 

London First’s view is that expanding Heathrow through a new third runway, 

consistent with the Government’s Airports National Policy Statement, will 

significantly benefit London, the South East and the wider UK. 

 

2. London First therefore welcomes the Mayor’s support at Policy T8A of the draft 

Plan for additional aviation capacity in the South East that meets London’s 

passenger and freight needs. We note that the draft Plan states that the Mayor 

will oppose Heathrow expansion unless it results in no additional noise or air 

quality harm and that the benefits of future regulatory and technology 

improvements would be fairly shared with affected communities. We agree that 

local impacts of aviation are important considerations for the forthcoming 

planning process for a third runway, but observe that these are matters of 

national policy, and not ones over which the Mayor or Plan holds any 

jurisdiction.  
 

3. All of London’s airports have been experiencing strong and consistent growth 

in passenger numbers. Consequently, to support London’s economy, 

expansion in airport capacity is also needed beyond Heathrow. London First 

supports the statement at T8B that airports have a role in enhancing London’s 

spatial growth, and agrees that this particularly pertains to well-connected and 

relevant Opportunity Areas – although is not solely limited to them.  
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4. London First strongly welcomes the recognition at T8G that “better use” should 

be made of existing airport capacity, as set out in relevant national policy on 

aviation. London First therefore welcomes the references at paragraph 10.8.7 

to the benefits of expansion at Gatwick (in addition to Heathrow expansion) and 

the greater use Stansted might make of its runway beyond its recently raised 

flight cap.  

 

5. The reference to City Airport at 10.8.7 that states that ‘London City Airport is 

working to upgrade its passenger facilities and enhance operational efficiency 

in conjunction with the introduction of additional environmental mitigation 

measures and what amounts to a reduction of its maximum permitted number 

of movements’ is inaccurate and should be deleted. City Airport’s 2016 consent 

did not reduce the number of flights; rather, the consented number of flights 

was aligned to a noise-factoring system. 
 

6. However, it is a missed opportunity to fail to link T8 with the emphasis the Plan 

rightly places on growth corridors (Policy SD1 and elsewhere), as many of 

these provide vital connections to London’s airports. By the same token, those 

parts of the Plan should link to T8 (e.g., the London-Gatwick-Brighton corridor, 

the Lee Valley OA with reference to Stansted, and the Bromley Opportunity 

Area with reference to Biggin Hill).  

 

7. London First agrees with T8G that improved surface access links, in particular 

rail, are needed to London’s airports, and that airports, working with Transport 

for London, Network Rail, the Department for Transport and train operating 

companies in particular, need to increase the proportion of journeys made by 

sustainable modes to airports and minimise the environmental impacts of 

airport servicing and onward freight transport. 
 

8. London First is pleased to note recognition in paragraph 10.8.10 of the 

important role of air freight, although this should be couched more broadly. The 

Plan refers to the role air freight plays in supporting industry; air freight supports 

the whole economy of London, the South East and the country at large. 

Heathrow alone carries 64% of the UK’s air freight volume; in 2017 air freight 

represented 49% of the UK’s non-EU exports by value, and 35% of non-EU 

imports. Air freight also brings with it wider benefits, as belly-hold freight makes 

a number of passenger routes commercially viable. London First would like to 

see this reflected in the Plan.  

 

9. London First also welcomes the recognition of the role of business and general 

aviation at 10.8.11. 
 

 

 


