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WRITTEN STATEMENT ON BEHALF OF LONDON CITY AIRPORT 

1. The background to London City Airports (‘The Airport’) representations are provided in their original 

submission dated 2 March 2018.  

 
 

a) Are the requirements of Policy T8 necessary to address the strategic priorities of London and, if 

so, would they be effective in that regard? 

 
b) Or does policy T8 cover matters that are dealt with by national policy and/or would be more 

appropriately dealt with through local plans or neighbourhood plans? 

 
 

2. The Airport considers that Policy T8 requirements are broadly acceptable in terms of setting out the 

Mayor’s strategic priorities for London, whilst also noting instances of duplication with current and 

emerging national policy for Aviation. 

 

3. Government policy already provides comprehensive guidance for changes at existing Airports within the 

capital and those serving it.  In addition to the Airports National Policy Statement (2018) which focusses 

on the expansion of Heathrow, the Aviation Policy Framework (March 2013) provides comprehensive 

policy for all other airports and includes the following key themes: 

 

 Making Best Use - which requires the best use of existing airport runways, lending support to the 

more intensive use of existing infrastructure (paragraph 1.60); and 

 

 Limiting Environmental Impacts – seeking to ‘limit and, where possible, reduce the number of 

people in the UK significantly affected by aircraft noise’ with noise envelopes and respite seen as 

important means of mitigating noise (paragraph 3.12) 

 

 

4. Government policy is being updated.  In December 2018 the draft Aviation Strategy “Aviation 2050: the 

future of UK aviation” was published. Once adopted, this will provide the main policy document on 

aviation giving strategic direction for the development of air travel up to 2050 and beyond.  It predicts 

significant growth in the number of passengers using UK Airports from 284 million terminal passengers 

in 2017 to 435 million by 2050.   To meet this demand, alongside a third runway at Heathrow Airport, 

Government is supportive of airports throughout the UK making best use of their existing runways, 

subject to environmental issues being addressed (paragraph 3.6).  The draft policy expects airports to 

achieve this by amongst other things: 

 

 Demonstrating that future growth is delivering its contribution towards the UK’s climate change 

and air quality commitments, with a requirement on airports to provide air quality plans to manage 

emissions (paragraph 3.123); 
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 Seeking to provide innovative solutions and incentives for journeys to airports in order to help 

to reduce carbon, congestion and improved air quality (paragraph 3.101); and 

 

 Introducing a stronger noise policy framework by amongst other things, meeting objective noise 

limits and setting noise caps on future growth in order to provide certainty and strike a fair 

balance for industry and communities (paragraphs 3.115). 

 
5. In many respects these requirements duplicate and, indeed, go beyond those in criteria A to J of draft 

Policy T8.  Accordingly, Policy T8 should be reviewed against current and emerging policy to ensure 

that, consistent with paragraph 16f of the NPPF, it serves a clear purpose and avoids duplication and 

potential inconsistencies with national policy.  

 

6. The Airports initial representations sought two minors change to ensure that Policy T8 as drafted is 

consistent with national policy.  The publication of the draft Aviation Strategy underlines the need to 

incorporate the changes which were not changed in the August 2018 Minor Changes:  

 “A. The Mayor supports the case for additional aviation capacity in the south east of England from 
existing airports providing it would meet London’s passenger and freight needs, recognising that 
this is crucial to London’s continuing prosperity and to maintaining its international 
competitiveness and world-city status. 
B. The Mayor supports the role of the airport’s serving London in enhancing the city’s spatial 
growth, particularly within Opportunity Areas well connected to the airports by public transport 
and which can accommodate significant numbers of new homes and jobs.   
C.  The environmental and health impacts of aviation must be fully acknowledged and the aviation 
industry should fully meet its external and environmental costs particularly in respect of noise, air 
quality and climate change; any airport expansion scheme must be appropriately assessed and if a 
Habitats Regulation Assessment is required demonstrate that there is an overriding public interest 
or no suitable alternative solution with fewer environmental impacts. 
E.  All airport expansion proposals should demonstrate how public transport and other surface 
access networks would accommodate resulting increase in demand alongside forecast background 
growth; this should include credible plans by the airport for funding and delivery of the required 
infrastructure. 
F.  Proposals that would lead to changes in airport operations or air traffic movements must take 
full account of their environmental impacts and the views of affected communities.  Any changes 
to London’s airspace must treat London’s major airports equitably when airspace is allocated. 
G. Best Better use should be made of existing runways, underpinned by upgraded passenger and 
freight facilities and improved surface access links, in particular rail…“   
 

7. The Airport also requests that the text at paragraph 10.8.7 that states that ‘London City Airport is 

working to upgrade its passenger facilities and enhance operational efficiency in conjunction with the 

introduction of additional environmental mitigation measures and what amounts to a reduction of its 

maximum permitted number of movements’ is deleted or corrected as it does not provide an 

accurate representation of the consented position.  The consented number of flights was aligned to a 

noise factoring system and the Airport’s 2016 or “new” consent did not reduce the number of flights. 

 

c) Are changes to policy T8 and/or other parts of the Plan necessary to ensure consistency with 

national policy relating to Heathrow Airport including the Airports National Policy Statement: 

new runway capacity and infrastructure at airports in the South East of England (June 2018)? 

 
8. The Airport does not wish to provide any comments in relation to Heathrow Airport. 


