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Waterways  

M86 (a) Does the Plan contain justified and effective policies to promote and encourage 

the use of the River Thames and other waterways for the provision of passenger 

transport services and the transportation of freight?  

 

(b) Are all of the requirements of policies SI14 to SI17 necessary to address the 

strategic priorities of London, or do they extend to detailed matters that would be more 

appropriately dealt with through local plans or neighbourhood plans? 

 

M86 a) - The policies for the ‘Blue Ribbon Network’ in the draft New London Plan 

would be justified but they are weak and fail to carry through the aspirations of 
the current and previous London Plans. 

 

The title of Policy SI14 should be ‘Waterways – the Blue Ribbon Network’ 

 

That is because it should include all water spaces, not only those where water 
flows. 

 

The term ‘Blue Ribbon Network and water spaces’ should be used in the 
policy wording in place of “waterways”. 

 

Policy SI16 should have the title ‘Waterways and water spaces’ to include 

creeks, docks, reservoirs, marinas, wetlands and London’s lost waterways that 
could be recovered. 

 

London Forum proposes that it would be beneficial to retain as an opening 

paragraph before Policy SI14 paragraph 7.88 from the 2016 current London Plan: 

 

“The central London stretches of the Thames are world famous 

locations, featuring well known landmarks and views.  Many other 
stretches have important historic, cultural and natural 

connections. These aspects of the Thames and other water spaces 
of the Blue Ribbon Network should be protected.” 

 

Policy SI14 has the title “strategic role” for waterways, but it fails to describe that 

role. Its first policy section A is merely a piece of advisory guidance which should 
be a supporting paragraph to the policy. 



 

The first policy section should be the part added by the MSC – SI14 BA 

 

Policy SI14 B fails to clarify the purpose of the Thames Policy Area. It refers to 
the requirement for Development Plans to ensure the “maintenance” of Thames 

Policy Areas. The policy fails to clarify that the analysis of requirements for each 
section have to be applied in decision making on all riparian applications for 

developments.  

 

The Thames Policy Area is an area along the River Thames that was defined for 

the 2008 GLA Act (and should probably have been re-assessed since then). 

However, the boroughs can define changes to the Thames Policy Area as in NLP 
paragraph 9.14.5. 

 

PROPOSALS:  

 
To ensure the Thames Policy Area for each section of the Thames has the criteria 
for development management, there should be a policy section of SI14 (as in 

paragraph 7.91 of the current London Plan) to require: 

 

“Development Plans should define the Thames Policy Area within a 
riparian borough, in consultation with neighbouring boroughs and 

should define joint Thames Strategies.” 

 

The text from paragraphs 9.14.5, 9.14.6 and 9.14.7 clarify and support that policy 
content. 

 

Paragraph 9.14.5 second bullet point should have added the words from the 2016 
current London Plan paragraph 7.90: 

 

“including views from across the river and areas where it may be 
beneficial to establish future visual links” 

 

There should be an extra paragraph with Policy SI14 similar to the current London 
Plan’s paragraph 7.95: 

 

“Thames Strategies should be used also to identify important riverside 
sites and determine the river-related expectations for them. As such, 
the strategies should be expressed through DPD policies or SPD as 

appropriate.” 

 

There should be an extra paragraph 9.14.10 to restore the words in the 2008 London 
Plan, as follows: 

 

“The Blue Ribbon Network will also benefit from high quality design. 
All waterside development should reflect local character and integrate 
with water space in terms of use and appearance. Views to and from 

the waterways are especially significant because the openness of 
water spaces allows for relatively long-distance views.” 

 



There should be an additional section J of Policy SI15, as follows: 

 

“New hazards built into the River Thames water space should be 
prevented to maintain safe navigability” 

 

That is because there was a proposal for a ‘Park in the Thames’ that would have 
prevented safe waste boat access to dock areas. 

 

Paragraph 9.14.7 may not now be accurate because the City of London defined a 
Thames Strategy SPD in June 2015. There is still a need for other boroughs between 
Chelsea and the City of London to devise a Thames Landscape Strategy. 

 

Maps 7.6 to 7.9 of the current London Plan could be useful in the NLP to show the 
detail of the Thames Strategy areas that have been defined. 

 

The provision of passenger transport services and the transportation of freight are 
well covered by Policy SI15.  

 

PROPOSAL: There should be a target for the increase in freight on water.  

 

The canal system between Paddington and Park Royal in West London that has no 
locks should be used for more goods transported by water. 

 

PROPOSAL: Add to paragraph 9.14.6:- 

•  protection and enhancement of slipways, steps and waterside paths 

•  ecological recovery of the Blue Ribbon Network 

 

PROPOSAL: After paragraph 9.13.4 add a paragraph about the Environment 
Agency’s River Restoration Action Plan 

 

 

M86 b) - The requirements of policies SI14 to SI17 are necessary to address the 
strategic priorities of London and to provide a basis for the Development Plan content 

of the riparian boroughs. 
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