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Waterways M86.  

(a) Does the Plan contain justified and effective policies to 

promote and encourage the use of the River Thames and other 

waterways for the provision of passenger transport services and 

the transportation of freight?  

(b) Are all of the requirements of policies SI14 to SI17 necessary 

to address the strategic priorities of London, or do they extend to 

detailed matters that would be more appropriately dealt with 

through local plans or neighbourhood plans? 

 

The Assembly has particular concerns about the apparent reduction in 

prominence of the Thames and other waterways in the Draft London Plan 

as opposed to the existing Plan.  Consequently, the Assembly would 

advocate the retention of the policies in the existing Plan in the Draft 

Plan. 

 

Under the GLA Act, the Mayor is required to have regard to the 

desirability of promoting and encouraging the use of the River Thames 

safely, in particular, for transportation of freight and passengers.  The 

Thames and other London waterways are important to a range of policy 

objectives, including mitigating climate change, providing important 

leisure and amenity benefits, and enhancement of London’s natural 

environment and economic development. 

 

The current London Plan applies a range of policy objectives to the River 

Thames and other waterways, including mitigating climate change, 

providing important leisure and amenity benefits, and enhancement of 

London’s natural environment and economic development.  These policies 

refer to the “Blue Ribbon Network” of waterways. 
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The Draft London Plan deals with the Thames and strategic waterways in 

a different way and does not refer explicitly to the “Blue Ribbon Network”, 

although draft policies SI 14 – SI 17 apply to London’s waterways 

strategic role, transport role, use for leisure and enjoyment and the need 

to protect the network. 

 

Discussions at a previous Committee meeting (on 30 January 2018) have 

raised concerns that the Draft Plan reduces the prominence of the Thames 

and London’s strategic waterways in policy terms.1  

 

Some commentators have noted the steady reduction in policies relating 

to the Thames and strategic waterways (from 34 policies in the 2004 

London Plan, 7 policies in the 2009/10 London Plan to 4 policies in the 

current Draft Plan).2       

 

Other criticisms of the Draft Plan in this respect are:          

• Policy is focussed less on the Thames and London’s waterways but 

more so on the land uses on the banks – omitting policy for 

encouraging the use and activity of the river itself. 

• There is a missed opportunity to build on their strategic importance, to 

contribute substantially to London’s economy largely through 

development of waterborne transport (particularly freight) on the 

Thames and the 100 miles of canals running through the city.3  

 

The Assembly recommends that the Mayor reconsiders his treatment of 

the Thames and London’s waterways to re-establish these as a more 

coherent and inter-connected suite of policies that protect and enhance 

the importance of encouraging the use of the river and waterways as 

means to deliver his strategic objectives in relation to transport, the 

economy and environmental protection. 

 

On Policy S14 B, the Assembly recommends wording is amended to 

emphasise the Mayor’s role in co-ordinating waterway policy – the Plan 

should provide a strategic framework for dealing with London’s 

waterways. 

 

The Panel is referred to relevant parts of the Assembly’s written 

statement on matter 65 that has been submitted earlier in the 

Examination process. 

                                                           
1 https://www.london.gov.uk/moderngov/documents/s68876/Draft%20Appendix%201%20-%20Transcript%20-
%20Draft%20London%20Plan2.pdf 
2 Del Brenner, Secretary, The Regents Network 
3 Ibid 
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