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Matter no. 82 

Matter Question (s)  
M82. Is the approach to non-disabled persons residential car parking set out in policies T6 and 
T6.1A-F justified, and would it be effective in helping to helping to achieve sustainable 
development? In particular: 
a) Are the maximum standards set out in Table 10.3 justified?  
b) Is the requirement for all large-scale purpose-built shared living, student accommodation 
and other sui generis residential uses to be car-free (other than disabled persons parking) 
justified? 

 

Matter 82a 

1. The draft London Plan parking policies seek to impose maximum parking standards 
across London.  Maximum parking standards were abolished in 2011 and whilst not 
specifically referred to in the 2012 NPPF, the 2015 Written Ministerial Statement on 
this issue published 25 March 2015 states that;  

 

“Local Planning authorities should only impose local parking standards for residential 

and non-residential development where there is clear and compelling justification 
that it is necessary to manage their local road network.” 

 
2. The approach taken in the WMS has since been embedded into the 2018 NPPF at 

paragraph 106.  Even though this draft London Plan is being tested against the 2012 
NPPF, boroughs will be drafting Local Plans against the 2018 NPPF.  

 
3. The Government notes that, particularly in parts of outer London, the public 

transport network is less dense and less frequent, the variety of journey origins and 
destinations is likely to be more varied and the distances between those origins and 
destinations is likely to be generally greater.  Indeed there are parts of some outer 
London boroughs which contain settlements which are effectively villages within the 
Green Belt and which don’t have any rail services and have limited bus connectivity.   

 
4. The Government therefore has not seen any clear and compelling evidence 

supporting maximum parking standards across the whole of Greater London.   
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