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Car Parking: Residential  

 
M82. Is the approach to non-disabled persons residential car parking set 

out in policies T6 and T6.1A-F justified, and would it be effective in 
helping to helping to achieve sustainable development?  
 

In particular:  
  

 a) Are the maximum standards set out in Table 10.3 justified?  

  
 b) Is the requirement for all large-scale, purpose-built shared 

living, student accommodation and other sui generis residential 

uses to be car-free (other than disabled persons parking) 
justified?  

 

 

See our response on Matter 81  

 

Maximum parking standards apply to new developments, which, even after 10 years, will 

only have changed the standards for 5-10% of London’s housing stock. In doing so, however, 

it will have: 

 

•  reinforced the need to focus development in accessible locations by “nudging” 

developments toward sites that will be attractive for households who are less 

dependent upon or unable to afford a car  

•  encouraged more compact, higher-density developments close to town centres, 

stations and bus stops and made less accessible locations less attractive 

•  enabled more trips to be made by non-car modes, which would support the Mayor’s 

Healthy Streets policy; and 

•  would have provided choice for people who would prefer car-free housing (ie with 

no off-street car parking provision), especially younger, older and small households. 

 

 



Changing the composition of the housing “offer”, even over ten years, will be moving slowly 

towards a more sustainable pattern of development and towards a shift in modal split for 

the trips that we make. Reducing the amount of off-street parking in new developments 

will: 

 

•  encourage a more sustainable pattern of development 

•  increase, not reduce, housing choice, by providing types of housing in accessible 

places, not currently provided by the market – for those who require off-street 

parking there is sufficient choice in the current stock 

•  encourage developers to provide a wider range of housing choice for both older 

people and younger households, who have can only just afford housing, let alone a 

car. 

 

M82a)  Yes – these standards, will encourage: 

 

•  car-free housing, especially in town centres and close to stations and bus stops 

•  more effective use of any parking provided (eg communal parking T6.1B) 

•  the provision of disabled persons’ parking (T6.1 G and H) 

•  the provision of electric vehicle infrastructure (T6.1C) 

 

The policy is justified by ensuring that the additional housing is proposed in locations that 

have good public transport accessibility and connectivity, makes the most effective use of 

land and of car-parking spaces, yet safeguards spaces for disabled people and makes 

provision for a switch to electric vehicles. These policy choices, rather than just provide 

spaces, will be required to achieve the London Plan’s Good Growth policies (GG1, GG2, GG3, 

GG4 and GG6).  

 

In short, car parking standards are an essential strategic tool to delivering London’s spatial 

development strategy – without them we have little hope of securing a more sustainable 

pattern of development and movement. 

 

M82b) Yes – One of the main criteria for large-scale purpose-built shared living 

developments, such as for students, nurses or people requiring temporary or emergency 

accommodation proposed by specialty provider (Policy H18 A 1) and para 4.18.1) is that 

they should be “located in an area well-connected to local services and employment by 

walking, cycling and public transport, and its design does not contribute to car 

dependency.” 

 

This is also a main criterion for the location of specialised older persons’ housing (Policy H15 

A2)) and for purpose-built student accommodation (H17 B). 

 

By not including off-street car parking, this enables the choice of more sustainable locations, 

reduces the land requirements and cost, supports a car-free lifestyle at a time when the 

residents could not afford both housing and a car. 

 

Making large-scale purpose-built shared living developments car-free is essential and 

entirely compatible with a policy of maximum parking standards  
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