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Car Parking  

 
M81. Are all of the requirements of policies T6 and T6.1 to T6.5 

necessary to address the strategic priorities of London, or do they 
extend to detailed matters that would be more appropriately dealt with 
through local plans or neighbourhood plans?  

 
In particular:  

 

a) Should the Plan allow local plans and neighbourhood plans to apply 
the maximum car parking standards flexibly to take account of local 

evidence including about car ownership and use; parking stress; public 
transport; walking and cycling; the scale, mix and design of particular 
developments; the character and appearance of an area; and economic 

viability?  

 
b) Are the requirements of policies T6 and T6.1 to T6.4 relating to the 

provision of infrastructure for electric or other ultra-low emission 
vehicles justified and consistent with national policy?  

 

 

Maximum parking standards are a strategic planning tool for: 

•  supporting and securing the right development in the right place – they reinforce 

policies that encourage development in accessible locations, such as close to town 

centres, stations and bus stops; 

•  shaping the pattern of urban development, by enabling more compact, higher-

density developments, thereby reducing the land-take required for off-street 

parking; 

•  supporting the Mayor’s Healthy Streets policy which seeks a shift away from car use; 

and  

•  providing more housing choice by enabling people opting not to own a car to afford 

car-free housing. 

 



The draft New London Plan is seeking to encourage a significant change in the pattern of 

development through choosing locations for new, higher-density development which have 

high connectivity, not just to public transport (based on PTALs), but to a wide range of local 

services, amenities and social infrastructure within easy walking distance – walkable 

neighbourhoods. It is also promoting a modal shift to walking, cycling and public transport 

and away from trips by private cars. To achieve these major shifts, the London Plan needs to 

provide clear leadership on these issues. Car parking standards are a key tool. 

 

Background: 

 

Maximum parking standards have been in operation in London for 50 years – draft Greater 

London Development Plan (1969). These were also a key policy in  

•  RPG3, Strategic Guidance for London Planning Authorities, (GOL, May 1996) (para 

6.23),  

•  RPG9: Regional Planning Guidance for the South East; and  

•  PPG13: Transport, both published in 2001.  

 

Successive London Plans have developed and refined these maximum parking standards, 

starting with:  

 

•  2004 Plan (Policy 3C.22 and Annex 4) which articulated the appropriate standards for 

a range of land uses often linked to PTALs.  

•  2008 London Plan (Policy HC23 and Annex 4) 

•  2011 London Plan: Policy 6.13 and a Parking Addendum 

•  2016 Consolidated London Plan: Policy 6.13 and a Parking Addendum, including the 

results of a review of how the policy should be applied in areas of low public 

transport accessibility (Parking Standards: Minor Alterations 2015) 

 

Parking Standards: Minor Alterations 2015: 

 

London Forum participated in the Examination in Public on the parking standards. We 

explained that London Boroughs could adopt different standards as long as they could 

justify them, as the legal requirement was for them to conform generally with the 

London Plan. As a result, the only changes that were required to Policy 6.13 C was that:  

 

“the maximum parking standards set out in Table 6.2 in the Parking Addendum to 

this chapter should be the basis for considering planning applications, informed by 

policy and guidance below on their application for housing in parts of Outer London 

with low public transport accessibility (generally PTALs 0-1)”   

 

and Outer London Boroughs were instructed in the 2016 Consolidated Plan Policy 6.13 E (e): 

 

“Outer London boroughs should demonstrate that they have actively considered 

more generous standards for housing development in areas with low public 

transport accessibility (generally PTALs 0-1) and take into account current and 

projected pressures for on-street parking and their bearing on all road users, as well 

as the criteria set out in NPPF (2012) para 39.” 



 

Additional paragraphs 6.42i, 6.42j and 6.42k spell out the reasoning, as does para 6.45 for 

town centre parking. 

 

Draft London Plan Policies T6, T6.1 to T6.5:  

 

These polices set the strategic framework for London borough Local Plans, to which London 

boroughs should generally conform. The standards are based on a consistent approach to 

public transport accessibility and connectivity, and should be applied to development 

proposals and used to set local standards within their development plans (Policy T6C). This 

indicates that in line with NPPF (2012) para 39, local parking standards should take into 

account local circumstances.  

 

Policy T6 H, as amended by Minor Early Changes, suggests that boroughs could adopt more 

restrictive parking policies or, in Outer London, more generous standards in areas of low 

public transport accessibility. This provides the flexibility for boroughs to use the London 

Plan parking standards as the starting point for setting local standards within development 

plans (Policy T6 C). 

 

It should be noted that NPPF (2018) para 106 sets out the criteria for using maximum 

parking standards:  

 

“where there is a clear and compelling justification that they are necessary for 

managing the local road network, or for optimising the density of development in 

city and town centres and other locations that are well-served by public transport.” 

 

M81a) Yes -  Policy T6 C and H (as amended) both expect standards to be set which may be 

more generous or more restrictive, based on local circumstances. 

 

M81b) The 2012 NPPF contains only one reference to electric vehicles – item 44 in Annex 3: 

Documents replaced by this Framework.  There is no policy. 

 

The 2018 NPPF (Para 105) refers to “If setting standards for residential and non-residential 

development, policies should take into account: e.  the need to ensure an adequate 

provision of spaces for charging plug-in and other low-emission vehicles.” and, in para 110,  

that applications for development should: e.  be designed to enable charging of plug-in and 

other ultra-low emissions vehicles in safe, accessible and convenient locations. 

 

Government policy on planning policy for electric vehicles is set out in “Road to Zero” DfT 

July 2018, which includes “policies” on chargepoints, with references to “destination EV 

charging” (page 94): 

 

•  Planning: The Government’s National Planning Policy Framework provides direction 

to ensure local authorities fully consider the inclusion of chargepoint infrastructure 

in new developments; 

•  Permitted Development Rights: We commit to consult [during the summer] on the 

proposal to increase the height limit for the permitted development right in England 



for the installation of electric vehicle chargepoints in designated off-street parking 

spaces. 

 

On page 100, the document contains a box about the London Plan. This says: 

 

“The National Planning Policy Framework has encouraged some local authorities to 

take an ambitious approach to their local planning policies. For example, in The 

London Plan, the Greater London Authority mandate that “developments in all parts 

of London must: ensure that 1 in 5 spaces (both active and passive) provide an 

electrical charging point to encourage the uptake of electric vehicles” This is 

currently under public consultation.” 

 

This would appear to be an endorsement of a progressive strategy being adopted by the 

London Plan, which is leading rather than following national policy. This is indicated by the 

long-term commitment electric vehicle charging infrastructure in Table 10.1 over the 

duration of the Plan, to meet the Mayor’s target for carbon-free travel by 2050. 
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