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Introduction 

The respondent is The Chartered Institution of Building Services Engineers (CIBSE).  
 
The Chartered Institution of Building Services Engineers is the professional body that exists 
to: 
 

‘support the Science, Art and Practice of building services engineering, by providing 
our members and the public with first class information’  

 
CIBSE members are the engineers who design, install, operate, maintain and refurbish the 
energy using systems installed in buildings, including homes, and are specifically trained in 
the assessment of heat loss from building fabric and the design of energy using systems for 
the provision of heating and hot water, lighting, ventilation and cooling and small power 
distribution in homes. Many CIBSE members work in the public sector in general and in 
higher education in particular. 
 
CIBSE has over 20,000 members, of whom around 75% operate in the UK and many of the 
remainder in the Gulf, Hong Kong and Australasia. Many are actively involved in the energy 
management of commercial buildings for larger businesses, and so this consultation is 
highly relevant to us and to our members.  
 
CIBSE is the sixth largest professional engineering Institution, and along with the Institution 
of Structural Engineers is the largest dedicated to engineering in the built environment. Our 
members design, install, manufacture, maintain, manage, operate and replace all the energy 
using systems in buildings as well as public health systems. 
 
As an Institution CIBSE publishes Guidance and Codes which provide best practice advice 
and are internationally recognised as authoritative. The CIBSE Knowledge Portal, makes our 
Guidance available online to all CIBSE members and is the leading systematic engineering 
resource for the building services sector. Over the last twenty-one months it has been 
accessed over 200,000 times, and is used regularly by our members to access the latest 
guidance material for the profession. Currently we have users in over 170 countries, 
demonstrating the world leading position of UK engineering expertise in this field. 
 
www.cibse.org  
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EiP Questions 

 
Are all of the requirements of policies T6 and T6.1 to T6.5 necessary to address the 
strategic priorities of London, or do they extend to detailed matters that would be 
more appropriately dealt with through local plans or neighbourhood plans? In 
particular: 
a) Should the Plan allow local plans and neighbourhood plans to apply the maximum 
car parking standards flexibly to take account of local evidence including about car 
ownership and use; parking stress; public transport; walking and cycling; the scale, 
mix and design of particular developments; the character and appearance of an area; 
and economic viability? 
b) Are the requirements of policies T6 and T6.1 to T6.4 relating to the provision of 
infrastructure for electric or other ultra-low emission vehicles justified and consistent 
with national policy? 
 
Yes, we think the requirements for charging points are reasonable, given the expected 
uptake in electric vehicles (EVs).  
 
Government is currently considering how to implement the EV charging infrastructure related 
requirements of the latest revisions to the Energy Performance of Buildings Directive. There 
are two issues to consider here: the technical requirements for whatever charging is 
required, and what is actually to be required and where. The technical requirements are fully 
addressed in BS7671, often known as “the Wiring Regulations”. We think the level and 
location of provision should not be a matter for Building Regulations, but a planning matter. 
This is really important to avoid creating requirements that are unable to take account of 
local need and appropriateness. The development of the EV market and its penetration is 
rapid and unpredictable, and technology is developing fast. There are also user acceptance 
considerations, and the potential for EVs to become a significant energy store are still 
emerging.  
 
Therefore, we think addressing charging requirements as part of the planning process is the 
right approach, as it allows for early assessments of need and infrastructure at the local and 
regional level (as opposed to, say, including these requirements in Building Regulations). 
Such strategic planning is very much needed to ensure sufficient capacity and avoid local 
shortages in the future.  
 
Policy needs to retain flexibility to respond to a changing environment. 
 

END 

Response collated and submitted by:  
 
Dr Julie Godefroy 
CIBSE, Technical Manager 
JGodefroy@cibse.org  
 
Please do not hesitate to contact us for more information on these responses. 


