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1. Introduction 

 

1.1. This Hearing Statement is submitted by the London Sustainable Development 

Commission in respect of Matter 7: Form and Content of the Plan.  

 

1.2. The London Sustainable Development Commission (LSDC) provides independent 

advice to the Mayor to embed sustainability into London wide strategies and polices. 

The commission includes individuals with a diverse range of knowledge and 

expertise relating to sustainable development from London’s economic, social, and 

environmental sectors. 

 

1.3. The Commission has been involved in previous iterations of the London Plan and 

made representations on the Draft New London Plan (2729). The Commission 

welcomes the opportunity to contribute to the Examination on this matter.  

 

 

2. Scope and Content  

 

M7. Does the Plan set out a spatial development strategy in accordance with 

relevant legislation and national policy? In particular: 

 

b) Would the policies in the Plan provide an effective strategic framework for the 

preparation of local plans and neighbourhood plans in London?  

 

2.1. This Statement focuses on Matter 7 and in particular whether the policies in the Plan 

provide an effective strategic framework for the preparation of local plans and 

neighbourhood plans in London. The Commission has previously expressed concern 

that the Plan as currently drafted does not present a sufficiently clear and ambitions 

vision of London as a genuinely sustainable city and does not properly integrate 

sustainable development as an imperative which cuts across all areas of the Plan. The 

Commission considers that this undermines the effectiveness of the Plan as the 

strategic framework for local planning policy development and basis for planning 

decisions in London.  

 

2.2. The Statement below seeks to make the case for the policies of the Plan to advocate a 

more integrated systems approach to the design, construction, operation, maintenance 

and through-life of development, particularly in areas of major change and 

development.  

 

2.3. In its representations on the Draft London Plan, the Commission made a series 

detailed recommended changes to policies across the Plan to strengthen the 

sustainability objectives across the Plan. But there is also a more fundamental point 

about how the Plan is structured and expressed which the LSDC consider should be 

discussed under Matter 7. 

 

 

 

 



3. Sustainable Development – an Organising Principle 

 

3.1. The concept of Good Growth indicates a clear ambition for sustainable development 

to underpin the whole of the Plan, which the commission strongly supports. The 

LSDC supports and welcomes a great deal of the policies and content of the 

Sustainable Infrastructure chapter in particular. However, the commission is 

concerned that the ambition will not be realised unless sustainability is addressed in a 

more integrated way throughout the Plan.  

 

3.2. The Commission has a strong view that the Plan would be much more effective and 

coherent if sustainability requirements were picked up and enforced throughout the 

Plan, rather than the current structure which attempts to address sustainability in a 

single chapter (Sustainable Infrastructure).  As a minimum, there is a need for a 

much clearer and more explicit section at the start of the plan which makes clear that 

sustainable development is the linking element across all the objectives and 

ambitions of the Plan. This should be expressed in policy rather than supporting text.  

 

3.3. Sustainability is an organising principle. If properly applied to the London Plan it 

will ensure that the plan is fit for the future. It is not an add-on to something else 

more immediately important, nor something to think about after the economy or 

culture or transport is addressed. The real world that this plan is situated in is one 

where climate change will be steadily and relentlessly affecting our choices about our 

use of resources, our production and consumption of energy, how we house, move 

and feed people. All our coping strategies on climate overlap with our aspirations for 

health, security and prosperity. We have to plan for climate change. We have to plan 

for the solutions to climate change. That simple proposition affects the structural 

organisation of the landscape of a city: from green spaces and green infrastructure to 

clusters of clean tech businesses to the siting of circular economy waste enterprises to 

how people travel to work or leisure. 

 

3.4. One of the most significant problems that illustrates the lack of integration is the 

paucity of references to sustainable design in the Design Chapter. Design is the 

crucial opportunity for influencing much of the sustainable elements of a 

development and there is a risk that the current approach undermines the ambition for 

sustainable development to underpin the whole Plan.  

 

3.5. Linked to this, the Plan should do more to emphasise the importance of an integrated 

approach to design of development and infrastructure, particularly in areas of major 

development and change such as the Opportunity Areas. The commission would like 

to see a greater emphasis in the Plan on the opportunities that integrated solutions 

which recognise the multi-functionality of infrastructure can bring. This is a point 

that should be picked up in the Good Growth policies (GG2 and GG6) as well as in 

the Sustainable Infrastructure policies. 

 

3.6. A good example of the necessity of taking an integrated approach is air pollution. Air 

pollution is shortening peoples’ lives. Air pollution is an urgent, immediate problem 

that Londoners care about but cannot resolve without effective government. 



Resolving the air pollution crisis in London will make a significant contribution to 

reducing climate risk. It will make London a more attractive place to live, study and 

work. Developing the infrastructure, technology and organisational practices that 

succeed in reducing risk to health from air pollution will reduce cost to the national 

purse, improve productivity and simultaneously create an offering to the rest of the 

world grappling with air pollution. The London Plan should set the policy framework 

for that transformation. Transport, building and construction regulation and siting, 

monitoring through sensors on the streets and in schools, planting trees, incentivising 

innovation through clustering; all of these are means by which good government in 

London can and must deliver cleaner air. It is obvious therefore that a plan to deliver 

cleaner air is an economic plan, a social and political plan and a plan that properly 

integrates sustainability.  

 

3.7. It has never been easier or cheaper to gather data on the life forces of a city: the 

essential flows of people, energy and resources. It is now possible to monitor air 

pollution pretty accurately in real time. Citizens can now track energy usage on their 

phones, GPS, remote sensing and numerous other sensors and cameras provide rich 

material for setting metrics, measuring performance and evaluating effectiveness of 

policy. This means setting sustainable development goals at a city level, with 

indicators that are specific can be supported by accurate and practical means of 

enforcement or review. Sustainability does not have to be vague or hortatory. It can 

be precise. We, at LSDC want to see sustainable development built in to the London 

Plan from vision to performance metrics and we can help the GLA make bold 

commitments real. The policies of the Plan need to be future proofed and sufficiently 

flexible to reflect rapid changes in technology and innovation. 

 

3.8. A plan for a transformation that is both necessary, an imperative, and an opportunity, 

looks and feels different from one that is about continuity, or steady growth by the 

same means. London needs to adapt to climate change during the lifetime of this 

plan, like it or not. From operating the Thames barrier to how water run-off is 

managed after heavy rains, we are going to have to absorb the real world fact of sea 

level rise and increasing intensity of rainfall in the design and management of our 

streets and essential infrastructure. A series of projects will not suffice. The London 

Plan needs to set a comprehensive and integrated policy framework for 

transformative change. We need to plan for defensive reasons and to actively 

accelerate and promote solutions which will have value to us at home and others all 

over the world.  

 

3.9. There is a particular opportunity in areas of major transformation and change for the 

London Plan to set more stringent and ambitious sustainable development policies 

and a framework for a more integrated systems approach. For example, Old Oak and 

Park Royal offers the potential to develop a cluster of future oriented, environmental 

enterprises which will help London transition to a more resilient and sustainable 

economy and establish London as a market leader. Unless the policy framework 

more explicitly recognises this, there will be a missed opportunity to capitalise on 

this.  

 



3.10. The commission also considers that understanding how London is effectively 

performing in terms of sustainable development is key to identifying where and how 

improvements can be made to improve quality of life. As such, the London Plan 

should be more closely aligned with the UN Sustainable Development Goals1. This 

would enable the London Plan to be clearly mapped against more widely used 

monitoring tools.  

 

4. Recommendations  

 

4.1. The London Sustainable Development Commission makes the following 

recommendations for changes to the London Plan in order to create a more effective 

framework for local policy and decision making:  

• Include stronger narrative on the cross-cutting nature of sustainable development 

to articulate how sustainability links across all the elements and objectives of the 

Plan.  

• More ambitious targets for Opportunity Areas in particular, explicit reference to 

Old Oak and Park Royal as a cluster for environmental enterprise 

• Ensuring that the LP’s statutory Annual Monitoring Report includes monitoring 

and reporting against the SDGs.  

• Include diagram in each Chapter to explain how the Chapter delivers against the 

Good Growth objectives. 

• Policy D1B(3) needs to be strengthened to give much greater prominence to the 

need to meet high sustainability standards. Inclusion of a specific policy on 

Sustainable Design and further references throughout the Design Chapter. 

                                                 
1 http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/sustainable-development-goals.html 


