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M7. Does the Plan set out a spatial development strategy in accordance 
with relevant legislation and national policy? In particular:  
a) Does the Plan deal only with matters which are of strategic importance 

to Greater London?  

b) Would the policies in the Plan provide an effective strategic framework 

for the preparation of local plans and neighbourhood plans in London?  

c) Does the Plan address detailed issues that would be more appropriately 
addressed in local plans and neighbourhood plans?  

d) Is the approach to planning in London described in paragraphs 0.0.21 
and 0.0.22, particularly with regard to the relationship between the spatial 

development strategy and local plans, neighbourhood plans and the 
Borough’s development management responsibilities, justified and 
consistent with national policy and legislation?  

 

London Forum considers that the answers to M7 a) and M7 b) are YES. 

 

For M7 c) the Plan does not attempt to address issues that should be addressed by 
boroughs and their communities. As NLP paragraph 0.0.9 indicates, the Plan 
provides a necessary Core Strategy for each borough and, with its policies and 

associated text providing guidance for the achievement of most of its policies, 
London’s boroughs are provided with a clear basis for their Local Plans. 

 

However, the draft New London Plan (NLP) is not as helpful in guiding boroughs for 
their own policies and decisions as is the current London Plan, which suggests what 
should be in their Local Plan to achieve a London Plan policy and on what basis they 

should make planning decisions for the same purpose. An example is the March 
2016 London Plan Policy 2.15. The absence of those pieces of guidance from policies 

in the draft NLP reduces the potential capability of the draft NLP for the purpose 
covered by Matter 7 b) of providing an effective strategic framework. 

 

When the NLP is modified following its approval, the next draft version 
should have restored in it the type of guidance on Local Plan content and on 
decision making that is in the London Plan March 2016 version. 

 

Regarding Matter 7 d), the minor suggested changes to NLP paragraph 0.0.21 have 
clarified well the relationship between the NLP and borough Local Plan content and 

are fully justified. 

 

The proposals in paragraph 0.0.22 for “area-based frameworks, action plans and 
Supplementary Planning Documents, site allocations, brownfield registers and 

design codes” are what the Government recommends in the 2018 NPPF to ensure 

that development is plan-led. The approach is therefore justified and consistent with 



national requirements. London Forum supports it fully. 

 

For Neighbourhood Plans, the comments on the draft NLP by Neighbourhood 
Planners.London (2714) are supported but London Forum proposes that Local Plans 
should cover all development areas and neighbourhoods by Site Allocations and 

other Development Plan documents with definition of what is required to be 
delivered in each location and what would not be acceptable. Communities must be 

fully engaged in the preparation of Local Plans to ensure that their neighbourhood is 
covered by policies they would support. 

 

If that is carried out comprehensively in each borough, there should not be much 
need for Neighbourhood Plans, except where Local Plans have failed to define 
neighbourhood policies that residents want to see applied or a community can see 

opportunities that their local authority has not considered. 

 

A Neighbourhood Plan may be necessary where a neighbourhood is divided by 
borough boundaries and the local authorities do not have policies based on a duty to 

cooperate that would apply consistent approaches across that neighbourhood. 

 

There are over 2,500 allocated development sites in London and there would not be 
the resources and skills to compile a Neighbourhood Plan for each one. 

 

Therefore, the priority should be for comprehensive Local Plans with policies for 
each locality, including design codes, that would give confidence to residents and 
businesses that development would be acceptable to them and they would be able 
to support it. 

 

The London Plan should encourage local authorities to engage communities in their 
preparation of character and context analyses of the borough and in the preparation 

of the policies and supporting documentation of their Local Plan as described in draft 
NLP paragraphs 0.0.22 and 3.2.3. That would ensure that residents and businesses 

are confident that their neighbourhoods are covered by specific policies that will 
deliver responses to local needs in a way they will support. 

 

To ensure that, paragraph 3.2.3 should have the following words added:- 

‘The process of preparing Local Plans must be carried out with local 
communities and other stakeholders in order to achieve their input and 
commitment.’ 

 

The same or similar words should be placed at the end of paragraph 0.0.9. 
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