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Matter 7 

 
M7. Does the Plan set out a spatial development strategy in accordance with relevant 
legislation and national policy? In particular: 

b) Would the policies in the Plan provide an effective strategic framework for the 
preparation of local plans and neighbourhood plans in London? 

c) Does the Plan address detailed issues that would be more appropriately 
addressed in local plans and neighbourhood plans? 

 
Key argument: The Assembly believes that, overall, the Plan is strategic but there are 
a number of instances where the Plan no longer has London-wide policy frameworks 
and is requiring the boroughs to make their own interpretations on a number of 
strategic issues, for example tall buildings and residential density. 
 
The Plan does not give a strong enough steer at a strategic level to the cross-cutting 
and integrative nature of sustainable development, i.e. that it does not emphasise 
that social and environmental performance drives and is crucial to sustainable 
economic performance. 
 
Summary 
 
The Assembly has concerns that, while overall strategic in nature, the Plan places a 
considerable burden on local authorities to deliver the base upon which local and 
neighbourhood plans must be drawn up.  It therefore impacts on a number of issues 
that are of a strictly local nature. 
 
The Assembly notes the introduction of a number of proposals that will require significant 
investment in a range of studies, reviews and assessments that can put the strategic London 
Plan policies into a local context.1  This, in itself, is a welcome contribution to the 
sustainable development of the capital through the plan-led system, but serious concerns 
remain that the boroughs have insufficient resources to undertake this work – and there is 
                                       
1 For example, area design codes, evaluations of growth capacity, growth forecasts, character analyses and 
appropriate residential densities, development management plans, local definition of tall buildings and open 
space needs assessments 

mailto:Paul.watling@london.gov.uk


no indication of alternative funding resources that might deliver this capacity for local 
authorities. 
 
For the Mayor’s proposed policies to work effectively, the boroughs would need to have all 
these studies in place by the end of 2019 – when the new Plan comes into force.  
Developers will, undoubtedly, be ready to submit proposals by then but the Assembly has 
serious concerns that the boroughs will not be able to consider those proposals with the 
required local assessments in place.  The boroughs will need significantly more assistance 
from the Mayor ranging from specific Supplementary Planning Guidance to density models 
and even support to providing the specific technical skills to undertake local assessments. 
 
 
 


