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Draft New London Plan 
Examination in Public 

 
Statement of LB Camden 

 
M7. Does the Plan set out a spatial development strategy in accordance 
with relevant legislation and national policy? In particular:  

a) Does the Plan deal only with matters which are of strategic 
importance to Greater London?  

b) Would the policies in the Plan provide an effective strategic 
framework for the preparation of local plans and neighbourhood 
plans in London?  

c) Does the Plan address detailed issues that would be more 
appropriately addressed in local plans and neighbourhood plans?  

d) Is the approach to planning in London described in paragraphs 
0.0.21 and 0.0.22, particularly with regard to the relationship 

between the spatial development strategy and local plans, 
neighbourhood plans and the Borough’s development management 
responsibilities, justified and consistent with national policy and 

legislation?  
 

 
The Draft Plan deliberately goes beyond providing an overarching spatial 
development strategy for London; also seeking to, as expressed in the opening 

paragraph of the Mayor's foreword, serve as a blueprint for future development.   
 

The inclusion of detailed policies for use in determining planning applications of 
all scales, from strategic schemes to minor developments, goes beyond the 
statutory role of a spatial development strategy.  This approach will lead to 

confusion as borough development plans will contain two documents - the 
London Plan and the borough's local plan - which set out detailed policies on a 

particular matter, rather than one plan which sets our strategic direction and one 
which provides detailed development management policies.   
 

This will lead to confusion and potentially delay in determining planning 
applications and could be detrimental to the achievement of the policy objectives 

of the borough and / or the Mayor.  
 
 

Minor suggested changes have been made to paragraph 0.0.21 'for clarification' 
in response to representations made by Camden Council on of the draft Plan 

(MSC.0.16).    
 
This proposes additional text that states that: "the new London Plan does not 

preclude boroughs from bringing forward policies in their Development Plan 
Documents to achieve the aims of the London Plan in a way that takes into 

account local circumstances and evidence, where they consider it appropriate to 
do so." 
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This additional wording is welcome and partially meets our concerns. 
 

However, Camden considers that the London Plan should also explicitly 
recognise that it is reasonable and appropriate for boroughs to take a 

locally specific policy approach that diverges from the Plan's approach 
where this is merited by exceptional circumstances and supported by 
robust evidence.  This would be consistent with the situation when local plan 

policies diverge from national policy where warranted and with the legal fact that 
the application of policy must allow for the possibility of justified exceptions. 

(E.g. as recognised in the Court of Appeal’s judgement on the case of the 
Secretary of State v. West Berkshire District Council and Reading Borough 
Council C1/2015/2559: [2016] EWCA Civ 441.)  It is important that the London 

Plan does not prevent boroughs bringing forward progressive policy responses to 
exceptional local circumstances in future.  

 
 
Camden also remains concerned that the introduction of London Plan policies 

with a level of detail more appropriate to a local plan than an SDS could be 
considered to render out of date or supersede existing borough policies on these 

matters even where the borough policy is up to date, based on local 
circumstances and evidence and consistent with the strategic objectives. 

 
The London Plan should therefore include a clear statement that it 
policies do not  supersede or render out of date borough policies that are 

consistent with the objectives of the London Plan.  
 

This is consistent with the approach to in the NPPF which states that "...existing 
policies should not be considered out-of-date simply because they were adopted 
or made prior to the publication of this Framework. Due weight should be given 

to them, according to their degree of consistency with this Framework" (para 
2.13).   

 
Without such statement, the adoption of the London Plan could reduce the ability 
of boroughs to implement local plan policies that contribute towards delivering 

the London Plan strategy.  
 

 
 


