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South East Strategic Leaders and South East England Councils 
(Examination in Public IDs 2448 and 3133) 

London Plan Examination in Public – Matter M79 
Transport schemes and development 

 
M79 - How would delivery of the development proposed in the Plan (particularly 
the housing and employment development in Opportunity Areas and housing 

targets in outer Boroughs) and the associated car parking standards affect the 
safety, reliability and/or operation of the motorways (M1, M4, M11 and M25) and 

strategic trunk roads in and around London? 
 
 

SESL/SEEC comments 
 

1. The wider South East and London are the UK’s economic powerhouses.  The 
interdependencies that underpin their collective success rely on effective 

transport in both London and throughout the wider South East. 
 

2. The wider South East provides an important transport gateway for 

businesses in the wider South East, London and beyond, as it is home to 
international ports and airports. 

 
3. SESL/SEEC are concerned that some of the proposed developments, 

particularly Opportunity Areas close to London’s boundary and housing 

developments in outer Boroughs, could generate additional traffic and 
passenger numbers that would exceed the existing and planned capacity of 

motorways and strategic trunk roads that serve communities in the wider 
South East.  This includes, but is not limited to, the M1, M4, M11 and M25 
and other strategic roads. 

 
4. Challenges already exist in the wider South East for residents, businesses, 

commuters and other travellers.  These challenges include congestion, 
overcrowding, lack of reliability of journey times and inadequate resilience 
when difficulties arise.  Without effective investment and management, 

high levels of growth in London and the wider South East will further 
exacerbate these problems both inside and outside the capital. 

 
5. It is vital the wider South East is not seen simply as London’s commuter 

belt.  Alongside the Mayor’s ambitions for London, councils in the wider 

South East are ambitious to drive forward their own strong economic 
growth and deliver housing to meet local demand, but these ambitions are 

held back by inadequate infrastructure funding.  This is demonstrated by 
research showing a £15.4bn infrastructure funding gap by 2030 in the 
South East alone. 
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6. Tackling the infrastructure funding gap is a shared priority to ensure a 
strong economic future for the wider South East, London and the UK as a 

whole. 
 

7. SESL/SEEC would like to see an ongoing commitment from the Mayor, 
through the Plan, to working in partnership to secure strategic 
infrastructure investment that will support job and housing growth to meet 

local needs in both London and the wider South East.  Our statement on 
Matter M76 gives further details on this. 

 
 
 

 
 


