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M78.  

 
(a) Are all of the requirements of policies T1 to T4 necessary to 

address the strategic priorities of London, or do they extend to 
detailed matters that would be more appropriately dealt with 
through local plans or neighbourhood plans?  

 
(b) Are the expectations of development proposals relating to the 

provision of improvements to transport infrastructure and services 
set out in policies T1A, T2D, T3B-E, T4, and T9 justified and 

consistent with national policy19?  

 

London Forum’s starting point is that a strategic priority of the London Plan should be:  

•  to reduce the need to travel, especially by car (NPPF 2012, para 29),  

•  reduce greenhouse gas emissions (NPPF 2012, para 30 and 95, 1st bullet), and 

•  reduce the use of high emission vehicles (NPPF 2012, para 39) 

•  limit the need to travel (NPPF 2018 para 103) 

•  promote sustainable travel modes that limit future car use (NPPF 2018 para 122c)  

 

Th new London Plan does seek to: 

•  plan new developments to reduce car dependency (para 1.0.8) 

•  improve air quality and reduce the health impacts of living in a car-dominated city 

(1.3.4) 

•  reduce reliance on car travel (by moving away from large format, out-of-centre 

stores (2.7.4) 

•  reduce the dominance of cars (in the design and layout of developments) (3.1.6) 

•  reduce the need to travel (by co-location of facilities) (5.1.6) 

•  reduce the number of lorry movements (by using water transport) (9.15.4) 

•  reduce Londoners’ dependency on cars (aim) (10.1.1 and 10.5.1) 

•  reduce car dominance, ownership and use (T2 D 2) 

•  reduce emissions from freight and servicing trips (T7 E 3) 

 



Whilst reducing Londoners’ dependency on cars – the supposed aim – there are no longer 

any references to reducing the need to travel, either as an aim or, more particularly as 

policies (shown in bold) 

 

 

In contrast, the current London Plan specifically refers to: 

 

•  promoting patterns of development that reduce the need to travel by less 

environmentally-friendly modes of transport (para 1.48 5th bullet, 2nd sub-bullet) 

•  managing existing out-of-centre retail and leisure development in line with the 

sequential approach, seeking to reduce car dependency (Policy 4.7C e and para 4.46)  

•  Policy 6.1: Strategic Approach: A (a) encouraging patterns and nodes of 

development that reduce the need to travel, especially by car (para 6.7) 

 

PROPOSAL: 

 

London Forum proposes that “reducing to need to travel, especially by car” should be 

reinstated as a specific aim of the London Plan and be specifically referenced in Policy T1: 

Strategic Approach, as in the current London Plan and Policy T2: Healthy Streets. 

 

Policy T1: Strategic Approach to Transport 

 

Add to B:  after “make the most effective use of land” add “and encourage patterns of 

development that reduces the need to travel, especially by car, reflecting….” 

 

Policy T2: Healthy Streets 

 

Add at end of A: “, and reduce the need to travel by car.” 

 

 

M78a) All of these are strategic priorities, for which the London Plan together with the 

Mayor’s Transport Strategy provide the strategic framework for London boroughs in both 

the planning and transport responsibilities. 

 

M78a) Yes  - new developments should seek to achieve these proposals. Many of these 

should be (and indeed are) issues that developers address, especially for large schemes.  

 

It should be noted that Policies T1A, T2D, T3B-E, T4 and T9 are targeted at both 

development plans and development proposals. At the proposal level, the degree to which 

they are likely to apply will depend on the nature and scale of the development, and the 

degree to which they are taken into account for smaller schemes will be a matter for the 

decision maker. 

 

London Forum strongly supports the proposed strategy and the issues that these policies 

require London boroughs to take into consideration to secure the strategic approach. 
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