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London Plan Examination in Public 

Digital Infrastructure 

Matter 75. Given that this matter is addressed in the Building 
Regulations, would Policy SI6, in relation to digital connectivity 
infrastructure be justified and effective? 

a)  Notwithstanding the above, what is the justification for ensuring 
sufficient ducting space for full fibre connectivity infrastructure or 
other affordable 1GB capable connection? Would this adequately 
provide for digital connectivity to meet the aims of Policy GG5 
‘growing a good economy’? 

b)  Would the criteria in this policy provide an effective framework for 
development management? 

c)  Would Policy SI6 provide an effective and justified strategic 
framework for the preparation of local plans and neighbourhood 
plans in relation to digital connectivity infrastructure? 

 
Statement from City of London Corporation 
 
Would Policy SI6 be justified and effective? 
 
1. The City of London Corporation welcomes the inclusion of a specific 

policy on digital connectivity. Enabling quick and easy access to world 
leading and affordable wired and wireless connectivity is a prerequisite 
to maintaining London’s competitiveness and attractiveness as a global 
business centre. The inclusion of a specific policy in the London Plan 
provides planning policy support for requiring such connectivity in new 
buildings and a strategic framework for more detailed policy in borough 
local plans. The City of London’s draft Local Plan (City Plan 2036), for 
example, includes detailed policy requirements for early and effective 
liaison with infrastructure providers and provision for pre-installation of 
fibre optic and other communications networks, including indoor small 
cells connectivity into new and refurbished buildings. 

2. Planning policy requirements will not, on their own, deliver the high-
quality networks required by business and residents in the 21st Century, 
but will provide a clear framework for making decisions. Planning policy 
will need to be supported by other actions at a local and strategic 
authority level, working closely with developers and infrastructure 
providers. The City Corporation has, for example, worked closely with 
the Mayor, other agencies and telecoms providers to deliver an 
enhanced digital infrastructure in the City and this could provide a model 
for delivery alongside planning. 

3. The City Corporation has partnered with CTIL to install wireless 
infrastructure on street furniture to improve Wi-Fi and mobile coverage at 
street level and has delivered:  
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• The fastest outdoor free to use WiFi network in Europe, which offers 
individual user speeds of up to 180 megabits per second. 

 

• 200 4G “small cells” to provide enhanced mobile coverage at street 
level (the first deployment of its kind in the UK)   

 
4. The London Assembly Regeneration Committee’s “Digital Connectivity in 

London” report published on 29th June 2017 recognised the leading role 
of the City Corporation in delivering a world leading wireless 
infrastructure across the Square Mile. 

5. The wireless concession will create attractive market conditions to put 
the City in a leading position to become one of the first places in the UK 
to get 5G when it becomes available post 2021, offering significant 
opportunities to adopt smart city technologies. The City Corporation is in 
discussions with O2 around a 5G small cell trial which should take place 
within 2019. 

 
6. The City Corporation has worked alongside Kings College London and 

Ericsson to deliver the world’s first 5G connected concert, which was 
broadcast between the Guildhall Amphitheatre and the Brandenburg 
Gate Museum in Berlin in July 2018. 

 
7. The City Corporation continues to work with Openreach to facilitate the 

roll out of “Fibre To The Premises” (FTTP) providing faster broadband 
speeds of up to 1 gigabit per second at affordable prices across the 
Square Mile. Openreach has struggled to identity ownerships of certain 
building when trying to approach owners to install FTTP (many buildings 
are held in overseas funds etc). The City Corporation has appointed a 
specialist property agent to overcome this issue. Full enabling of the 
Square Mile for FTTP is expected to be completed by mid 2020. 

 
8. Network roll out of faster affordable broadband of up to 1 gigabit per 

second to 3,000 properties on the City’s 12 housing estates is 
continuing, with work beginning on Golden Lane Estate in February 
2019. All estates should be completed by the end of 2019. 

 
9. The City Corporation led the (City Law Society and BSI) development of 

a standard wayleave to expedite broadband connections (and is 
supporting the Mayor in producing a mobile wayleave). The standardised 
wayleave toolkit to speed up installation of broadband services, which 
has been downloaded several thousand times, is being routinely across 
the property and telecoms industries and has recently been revised for 
the new Electronic Communications Code 2017. 

 
10. Measures taken in the City have been recognised through:  
 

• The “Wireless Connectivity Award” at the Connected Britain 2018 
Awards, and the “Best Connected City Award” at the Wireless Global 
Congress 2018 Awards for the Wi-Fi and small cell roll out. 
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• The “Barrier Removal Award” at the Connected Britain 2018 Awards, 
and the “Public Sector Impact Award” for the delivery of the 
Standardised Wayleave. 

 
 


