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WRITTEN STATEMENT ON BEHALF OF LONDON CITY AIRPORT 

 
1. The background to London City Airport’s (‘The Airport’) representations are provided in their original 

submission dated 2 March 2018.  

 

2. London City Airport (‘The Airport’) is wholly supportive of the principle, and need to, improve London’s 

air quality. The Airport would be pleased to work with the GLA to ensure that their emissions are 

accurately represented within the London Atmospheric Emissions Inventory. 

 

3. A programme of ambient air quality monitoring began at the Airport in 2006.  There have been no 

recorded exceedances of the nitrogen dioxide or PM10 objectives at the automatic monitoring sites 

since monitoring commenced.  The Airport has an up to date Air Quality Action Plan which focuses on 

minimising emissions of nitrogen oxides (NOx) from Airport operations, as this is the pollutant of 

greatest concern in the local area.  Results from the Airport’s Air Quality Measurement Programme have 

demonstrated that concentrations of PM10 have been well below the UK Government objectives at the 

Airport since monitoring commenced.  In addition, London City Airport has been awarded an ISO14001 

accreditation which certified its environmental management system as a Stage 3: Optimisation 

Certificate by the Airport Carbon Accreditation.  The only level higher than this is Carbon Neutral which 

the Airport aims to achieve by the end of 2020.  

 

 

a) Are the requirements in Policy SI1 clear and will they be effective in improving air quality whilst 
delivering the homes Londoners need in accordance with Policy GG4?  

 

 

4. Subject to complying with International and National policy on Air Quality, the Airport considers that the 

policies in the London Plan can contribute to achieving sustainable development as required by 

paragraph 16a of the NPPF.   However, the Airport does not consider that the policies as currently 

drafted are sufficiently clear, so that it is evident how a decision maker should assess planning 

application proposals.      

 

5. The terms ‘Air Quality Positive’ and ‘Air Quality Neutral’ are key aspects of draft Policy SI1, requiring the 

former to be met for masterplans and development briefs and the latter for major development 

proposals.    

 

 

https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/London%20City%20Airport%20-%20Quod%20%283087%29.pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/London%20City%20Airport%20-%20Quod%20%283087%29.pdf


6. Air Quality Neutral is not defined in the plan and paragraph 9.1.3 only refers to Air Quality Positive in 

terms of ‘implementing measures across the area which will actively reduce air pollution’.  Paragraph 

9.1.3 also continues to refer to ‘larger scale redevelopment areas, such as Opportunity Areas’ which is 

inconsistent with the amendments proposed to Policy SI1 A (3). The reference to ‘larger-scale 

redevelopment areas, such as Opportunity Areas’ should therefore be removed from paragraph 9.1.3.  

 

7. Paragraph 9.1.11 defers to, yet to be published, further guidance about Air Quality Neutral and Air 

Quality Positive standards.  However, given the potentially far reaching nature of the requirements the 

definitions need to be understood at the plan making stage, not deferred.  Without this clarity it is not 

possible to understand whether the plan has been positively prepared (as required by the NPPF, 

paragraph 16b) and what its likely impact on the delivery of development will be.  Furthermore, until 

guidance is published, there will be an ongoing lack of clarity and ambiguity, which is at odds with the 

NPPF (paragraph 16d).   

 

8. In the absence of the accompanying guidance it is unclear how the Air Quality Neutral and Air Quality 

Positive standards would be applied to transport infrastructure.  The definitions should make it clear 

that the Air Quality standards should apply to buildings and not infrastructure.  As part of planning 

applications for large transport hubs, such as changes to bus interchanges or airports, it may not be 

feasible to attain Air Quality Neutral or Air Quality Positive standards (however defined) as 

improvements may concentrate activities in one location and possibly displace this activity from 

elsewhere in London.   

 

9. It is also unclear why the updated version of the policy in the August 2018 Minor Modifications now 

refers to ‘masterplans and development briefs’.   These have no recognised status in planning terms 

nor are they necessarily subject to EIA as suggested by the draft policy.  Instead the policy should refer 

to Supplementary Planning Documents as defined on page 72 of the NPPF. Policy SI1 A (3) should 

therefore be amended to read: 

 

“3) masterplans and development briefs Supplementary Planning Documents for large-scale 

development proposals subject to an Environmental Impact Assessment should propose methods of 

achieving an Air Quality Positive approach through the new development”. 

 

10. The plan also needs to ensure that the terms and requirements are applied consistently.  Paragraph 

10.8.6 states that ‘any airport expansion proposals should not worsen existing air quality or contribute 

to exceedance of air quality limits…’  This is more stringent than Policy SI1 A 1(a) which states that 

‘development proposals should not a) lead to further deterioration of existing poor air quality’ [our 

emphasis]. The term ‘poor’ should be carried forward into paragraph 10.8.6 otherwise it infers a more 

stringent test for airports than other developments.  Criteria 3A of the policy also refers to major 

development proposals being at least Air Quality Neutral and not Air Quality Positive as suggested by 

paragraph 10.8.6 which specifically states that ‘airport expansion should also incorporate Air Quality 



Positive principles to minimise operational and construction impacts’.  This sentence within paragraph 

10.8.6 should be deleted.  

 

b) Will Policy SI5 ensure adequate provision for water infrastructure and encourage a sustainable use of 
resources? Is the requirement to use the optional requirement of the Building Regulations justified? 

 
11. The Airport does not wish to provide any comments on this aspect of the plan. 

 


