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Matter 74 Air Quality and Water Infrastructure 

Friends of the Earth (755) 

M74. Would the policies for air quality and water infrastructure assist in creating a 
healthy city in accordance with Policy GG3 and provide an effective strategic context 
for the preparation of local plans and neighbourhood plans? Are the individual policies 
and detailed criteria justified and necessary and would they provide an effective basis 
for development management? In particular:  

a) Are the requirements in Policy SI1 clear and will they be effective in improving air 
quality whilst delivering the homes Londoners need in accordance with Policy GG4?  

b) Will Policy SI5 ensure adequate provision for water infrastructure and encourage a 
sustainable use of resources? Is the requirement to use the optional requirement of 
the Building Regulations justified?  

 

1. With regard to M74 a): Yes, Friends of the Earth’s view is that the policy on air quality 
is essential for creating a healthy city, the individual policies and detailed criteria are 
justified and necessary. In terms of whether they would provide an effective basis for 
development management, and whether the requirements in Policy SI1 are clear, the 
text would benefit from further clarification to make the intentions of the policy 
clearer. 

2. Friends of the Earth considers that the following would aid clarification: 

Policy SI1: the second part of b) needs to sit with a), and both need to be 
clarified as to how they will apply by the addition of ‘anywhere in London’: 

A. London’s air quality should be significantly improved and exposure to poor air 
quality, especially for vulnerable people, should be reduced:  

1. development proposals should not:  

a) lead to further deterioration of existing poor air quality anywhere in London, or 
delay the date at which compliance will be achieved in areas that are currently in 
exceedance of legal limits  

b) create any new areas that exceed air quality limits anywhere in London, or 
delay the date at which compliance will be achieved in areas that are currently in 
exceedance of legal limits  

c) reduce air quality benefits that result from the Mayor’s or boroughs’ activities 
to improve air quality  

d) create unacceptable risk of high levels of exposure to poor air quality  



 

 

3. Friends of the Earth welcomes the addition of a reference to the World Health 
Organisation targets - and it should be noted that the government are now referring 
to these standards in the Clean Air Strategy - but considers that, as the Mayor is 
signed up to the WHO Breathe Life initiative to meet its PM standard by 2030, this 
should be reflected in the London Plan. We recommend a clearer form of wording 
below which refers to ‘achieving’ WHO standards rather than working towards 
achieving them. 

9.1.1 Poor air quality is a major issue for London which is failing to meet 
requirements under legislation. Poor air quality has direct impacts on the health, 
quality of life and life expectancy of Londoners. The impacts tend to be most 
heavily felt in some of London’s most deprived neighbourhoods, and by people 
who are most vulnerable to the impacts. The Mayor is committed to making air 
quality in London the best of any major world city, which means not only meeting 
and maintaining legal limits for Nitrogen Dioxide as soon as possible but also 
working to achievinge World Health Organisation targets for other pollutants 
such as Particulate Matter. 

c) As per above, Friends of the Earth considers that the addition of ‘anywhere in London’ 
adds crucial clarification 

9.1.2 The aim of this policy is to ensure that new developments are designed and 
built, as far as is possible, to improve local air quality and reduce the extent to 
which the public are exposed to poor air quality. This means that new 
developments, as a minimum, must not cause new exceedances of legal air 
quality standards anywhere in London (the Air Quality Zone). They must also not , 
or worsen air quality anywhere in London, or delay the date at which compliance 
will be achieved, in areas that are currently in exceedance of legal limits. Where 
limit values are already met, or are predicted to be met at the time of completion, 
new developments must endeavour to maintain the best ambient air quality 
compatible with sustainable development principles. 
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