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MATTER M73    SUSTAINABLE DRAINAGE. 
 
M73. Would Policy SI13 provide a justified and effective approach to 
sustainable drainage in London? In particular: 

a) Would it provide a justified and effective strategic framework for the 
preparation of local plans? 

b) Would it provide appropriate, justified and effective guidance on 
development management matters? In particular, what is the justification for 
the drainage hierarchy as set out in Policy SI13B? Would it be appropriate, 
justified and would it be effective? 

c) What is the justification for developments to achieve ‘green field run off 
rates’? Is this based on robust evidence? Would this be an effective approach 
to sustainable drainage in London?  

 

1.1 Thames Water submitted a response to Policy SI13 and other policies 
of the draft London Plan. Those representations are not repeated in 
this statement, but should be read in conjunction with this statement.  
 

1.2 Thames Water support Policy SI13 as set out in our original 
representations.   
 

1.3 Thames Water also support the Mayor’s following Minor Suggested 
Changes to Policy SI13 and supporting text: 
 
MSC.9.111; MSC.9.112; MSC.9.113; MSC.9.114; MSC.9.115; 
MSC.9.116; MSC.9.117; and MSC.9.118. 
 

1.4 Thames Water encourage sustainable drainage methods and support 
the principles of a hierarchical approach to managing London’s surface 
water and combined foul and surface water drainage as set out in 
Policy SI13. However it should be noted that the actual impact that the 
future use of sustainable drainage and rainwater harvesting will have 
on the very extensive existing drainage system is limited.  The 
drainage system, particularly in Greater London is complex.  It is also 
not always viable to employ rainwater harvesting, and sustainable 
drainage in all new developments.  For example, increasing density of 
housing in new developments is more likely to ensure that conventional 
piped drainage systems will prevail as the reduced land space 
available mitigates against the use of sustainable drainage.   

 
 
 

 


