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Sustainable Drainage  

M73. Would Policy SI13 provide a justified and effective approach to sustainable drainage in 

London? In particular:  

a) Would it provide a justified and effective strategic framework for preparation of local plans?  

b) Would it provide appropriate, justified and effective guidance on development management 

matters? In particular, what is the justification for the drainage hierarchy as set out in Policy 

SI13B? Would it be appropriate, justified and would it be effective?  

c) What is the justification for developments to achieve ‘green field run off rates’? Is this 

based on robust evidence? Would this be an effective approach to sustainable drainage in 

London?  

 
M73 a) – Yes but it should have more references to sources of guidance. 
 

An important document is the 2016 practice guidance of the Local Authority SuDS 
Officer Organisation for non-statutory technical standards for sustainable drainage. 

 
Another guidance is the standards for the design, maintenance and operation of SuDS 
published by DEFRA in 2015. 

 
PROPOSAL:- Reference to those documents should be added to paragraph 9.13.4 

and there should be a footnote giving links to them and also to the London 
Sustainable Drainage Action Plan that is mentioned in that paragraph. 
 

M73 b) – The justification for the drainage hierarchy in Policy SI13 B is that it is 
recommended by SuDs officers and is in the current London Plan as Policy 5.13. 

 
The MSC have improved the current wording of elements within the hierarchy. 

 
Policy SI13 B should provide a good basis for decision making in development 
management. 

 
It should be effective if developers include proposals in their planning applications for 

how they will address each element of the hierarchy and case officers check them all.  
 
M73 c) - Greenfield runoff is usually calculated as the peak rate of runoff for a 

specific return period due to rainfall falling on a given area of vegetated land. There 
are various methods and tools available which predict only the peak rate of flow while 

others produce a runoff hydrograph. Policy SI13 B for development proposals to 
achieve greenfield run-off rates is important to avoid flooding. 
 

PROPOSAL:- In Policy SI13 C the words ‘or asphalt’ should be added after “paving”. 
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