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Flood Risk Management   

M72. Would Policy SI12 provide a justified and effective strategic framework for 

flood risk management in London? In particular:  

a) Would it provide a justified and effective strategic framework for the preparation 

of local plans?  

b) Would it provide appropriate, justified and effective guidance on development 

management matters?  

c) Overall, would it provide for the timely delivery and funding of flood risk 

management?  

 
M72 a) and b) – Yes 
 

London Forum has only one reservation and that relates to Policy SI12 FA where  

“increasing flood storage and creating recreational areas and habitat” should be 

done not only when dealing with development proposals but should be carried out by 
boroughs at any time when low lying open space on the banks of the River Thames 

and other major rivers could be planned as flood water storage. 
 
PROPOSAL:-  

In Policy SI12 FA, add the words ‘or planned by boroughs’ after the word “proposals”. 
 

M72 c) – There is no mention of funding of flood risk management in Policy SI12. 
 
The requirements for development proposals to invest to minimise flood risk is 

important but should not cause viability issues as land at risk of flooding should have 
a low current land value. 

 
Risk management authorities can apply for a grant in aid (GiA) from the Government’s 
central funding to carry out Flood and Coastal Erosion Risk Management projects. 

A project will be assessed based on how much public benefit it will have. If it qualifies 
for only a proportion of GiA, the funds can be ‘topped up’ through partnership funding 

from local partners. The future capital investment is contingent on £600 million 
partnership funding contributions. As at September 2016, the Government stated that 
it had raised £270 million of this target, with sources for the remaining £330 million 

identified. 
 

There is a River Thames Catchment guidance by the Thames Regional Flood and 
Coastal Committee on Natural Flood Management published in July 2018. 
 

PROPOSAL:- Add references to the grant facility and guidance in Policy SI12. 
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