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Matter 66 
 
Biodiversity, trees, food growing and geodiversity  
 
M66. Would Policies G6-G9 assist in creating a healthy city in accordance with Policy GG3 
and will they provide an effective strategic context for the preparation of local plans and 
neighbourhood plans? Are the individual policies and detailed criteria justified and 
necessary and would they provide an effective basis for development management? In 
particular:  
a) Will Policy G6 be likely to achieve net gains in biodiversity and consistent with national 
policy? Are specific provisions relating to European sites in BA necessary give other 
legislative requirements?  
b) Will Policy G7 be effective in protecting trees and woodland especially ancient woodland 
and veteran trees and in increasing the extent of London’s urban forest?  
c) Does Policy G8 provide sufficient encouragement to food growing and urban agriculture?  
 
 

Key points:  

 
Food growing 

• G8 needs to give far greater weight to London’s food security and its associated risks.   

• Development pressures are a significant risk to the permanent loss of agricultural land 
availability around London. G8 should include a requirement for boroughs to give added 
weight in local development plans to food growing as one of the most productive 
activities in the Green Belt. 

• G8 should emphasise the vital importance of farming to preserving the green belt and 
maximising the sustainability and environmental benefits to London.  

Trees 

• The London Plan tree canopy targets should be based on the latest IPCC projections that 
1.5°C average warming could be exceeded in just 12 years and the amount that will be 
needed to cope with these climate change impacts. 

• G7 should support tree planting targets in areas that will be subject to the worst heat 
island effect and impacts of heatwaves.  

• G7 should give far greater protection for large canopy trees, veteran trees, ancient 
woodlands and support for planting fruit trees and orchards.  
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Evidence and further information:  

 
G8 FOOD GROWING  
 
Food security should be a priority for the new London Plan. The London Assembly Planning 
Committee report, Weathering the Storm, 2015i showed that London is very dependent on 
food imports and has only three or four days of food stocks available if there is disruption to 
supply.  The London Environment Strategy, 2018 ii recognises food security as one of the top 
six areas of climate change risk for the UK’s domestic and international food production and 
trade and that this risk will increase. The UK imports 48 per cent of the total food consumed 
and the proportion is rising.iii  
 
The London Assembly Environment Committee report, Farming in London’s Green Belt, 
2018iv investigated peri-urban and green belt farming and food growing, including on 
commercial scales, within the boundaries of Greater London.  
 
There are over 200 farms in Greater London, covering between them about 11,000 
hectares, about a third of Greater London’s Green Belt area. London’s average farm size is 
53 hectares smaller than the English average of 86 hectares. There are arable, horticulture, 
grazing and mixed farms. Agriculture employs around 3,000 people in London. 
 
Farming in London brings a wide range of environmental benefits for the relevant outer 
London areas and for London and Londoners as a whole. The report Farming in London’s 
Green Belt, emphasised the vital importance for farming, especially to maximising the 
sustainability and environmental benefits of farming, of good quality agricultural land and 
the need for sufficiently long-term and secure tenure.  
 
Protection is required because London has a great demand for housing and other 
development. Even if not developed immediately, land purchased with a view to potential 
future development (‘land-banked’) may be lost to farming or let out only on short or 
insecure tenancies.  
 
Green Belt farm sites do have strong protection provided by Green Belt designation as long 
as this designation remains. Following review by the local authority and approval by the 
Secretary of State, land can be de-designated and removed from Green Belt protection. A 
perception that a site would be a candidate for de-designation may fuel land banking and/or 
raise the price or rental of the land. 
 
By providing a productive use for the land it helps to counterbalance economic pressures for 
building.  
 
The Farming in London’s Green Belt report make the following London Plan 
recommendations:   
 

• The Green Belt and Food Growing policies should include a requirement for boroughs to 
give added weight in local development plans to food growing as one of the most 
productive activities in the Green Belt. 



 

 

• To support and promote farming methods that maximise environmental and social 
benefits and support his other policy goals.  For example, the GLA could support farms 
wishing to diversify into energy, as it does with homes, businesses and community 
buildings. It could help farmers understand renewable energy technologies and ways 
into energy markets. It could also cover farms in its mapping of energy demand and 
supply opportunities, and potentially approach farmers to make them aware of these.  

• To support a ‘grown in London’ food brand to enable London consumers to recognise 
local food. 

• Where farms may be eligible for grants or support for biodiversity-friendly land 
management, the GLA could support these applications by providing information on the 
biodiversity importance, or potential, of pieces of Green Belt land. 

 
Further proposed amendments to Policy G8 (changes highlighted in bold) 
 

A (1) protect existing allotments, urban farms and community growing spaces and 
encourage provision of space for community gardening, including for food growing, within 
new and existing developments.  
 
A (2) identify potential sites, including within developments, that could be used for 
commercial and community food production.  
 
New part:  
A (3) protect ‘best and most versatile farmland’ from development.  
 
New section:  
 
B Growing more food for London’s food security should be protected by local plans as 
one of the most beneficial and productive uses in the Green Belt. 

 
2. G7 TREES AND WOODLANDS  
 
Inappropriate tree felling; and hedgerow removal is a growing problem and these London 
Plan policies need to be stronger and clearer to protect them and demonstrate the benefits 
they provide. Planting new trees is never an adequate response to the loss of existing 
mature trees or hedges whose contribution to environmental quality will invariably take 
decades to replace.  
 
Policy G7 A should be amended to acknowledge the benefits of mature trees and 
hedgerows in terms of biodiversity, air quality, soil water retention and natural cooling 
properties.  
 
I support the Mayor’s aim of increasing tree cover in London stated in para 8.7.2. However, 
the Mayor needs to provide the evidence base to demonstrate his target (increase tree 
cover in London by 10 per cent by 2050) and that it is adequate to cope with climate change 
impacts. The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) issued a special report on 
the impact of global warming of 1.5C in October 2018 warning that 1.5C could be exceeded 
in just 12 years, in 2030.v   



 

 

 
There are no area-based tree-planting targets, particularly on industrial, large brownfield 
sites, or in central London and other built up locations that are subject to the worst impacts 
of the heat island effect. Particularly as large canopy trees provide natural shade and 
cooling and should be central to the Mayor’s programmes to improve London’s resilience to 
heatwaves, which this policy acknowledges.  
 
Policy G7 should therefore require significant areas of canopy cover in new developments, 
not just numbers of trees.  
 
The policy should also require that utility works on large sites are planned and implemented 
in a way that allows for the maximum number of new trees and space for large trees to 
grow. Designs for trunking and enclosures for utilities should make sure they are protected 
from tree root growth so healthy mature trees do not come under threat in future.  
 
Protecting veteran and ancient woodland  
 
Veteran trees and ancient woodland should be given the strongest possible protection in 
policy G7 B, with all ancient woodland planning applications referred to the Mayor. Policy 
G7 C, which is the replacement policy for tree removal, should also require ‘equivalent’, 
rather than ‘adequate’ replacement.  
 
Fruit trees and orchards  
 
To increase the support for planting fruit trees and orchards, G7 D (2) that supports 
opportunities for tree planting in strategic locations, community orchards on open space, 
and individual trees that produce nuts and fruit as part of forest gardens should be added.  
 
Hedgerows  
 
The value of mature hedgerows should be recognised by boroughs in development plans, 
and the policy should also ask for this. 
 
Proposed amendments to policy G7 (changes highlighted in bold):  
 

B (1) protect give strongest protection to ‘veteran’ trees and, ancient woodland and 
mature hedgerows where these are not already part of a protected site B (2) identify 
opportunities for significant tree planting and tree canopy cover in strategic locations, 
including community orchards and forest gardens. 
 
B (2) identify opportunities for significant tree planting and tree canopy cover in strategic 
locations, including community orchards and forest gardens. 

 
  

i London Assembly Planning Committee report: Weathering the Storm, 2015 

https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/gla_migrate_files_destination/Economy%20Committee%20We
athering%20the%20Storm_0.pdf    

                                                      



 

 

                                                                                                                                                                     
ii London Environment Strategy, 2018, reference to Committee on Climate Change Adaptation Sub-Committee 

(2016) UK climate change risk assessment 2017 synthesis report: priorities for the next five years. Accessed 
from: https://www.theccc.org.uk/tackling-climate-change/preparing-for-climate-change/uk-climate-
changerisk-assessment-2017/synthesis-report/ 
iii The UK cross-government programme on food security research 

https://www.foodsecurity.ac.uk/challenge/uk-threat/ 
iv London Assembly Environment Committee report: Farming in London’s Green Belt, 2018,  

https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/farminginlondonsgreenbelt.pdf 
v Final call to save the world from ‘climate catastophe’, BBC News, October 2018      

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-45775309 

https://www.foodsecurity.ac.uk/challenge/uk-threat/

