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M66. Would Policies G6-G9 assist in creating a healthy city in accordance with Policy GG3 and will 
they provide an effective strategic context for the preparation of local plans and neighbourhood 
plans? Are the individual policies and detailed criteria justified and necessary and would they 
provide an effective basis for development management? In particular:  
 
a) Will Policy G6 be likely to achieve net gains in biodiversity and consistent with national policy? 
Are specific provisions relating to European sites in BA necessary give other legislative 
requirements?  

 

The Assembly would refer the Panel to its written statement on matter 64 (Urban Greening) where 
the arguments are equally relevant. 

 

The Assembly welcomes the positive change to Policy G6D but feels that it should be more specific 
and have better linkage with Policy G5 on urban greening (see the Assembly’s statement on matter 
64). The Assembly feels that green space, including but not limited to designated sites, should be 
granted increased protection to guarantee biodiversity net gain. 

 

We are concerned that the Draft Plan does not adequately protect the full range of green spaces, by 
focusing heavily on Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINCS).  

 

Policy G6 takes the welcome step of aiming to increase green space in areas of deficiency, but we are 
concerned that this could result in loss of green space for other areas. 

 

Biodiversity Action Plans will be key for boroughs to implement the Draft London Plan’s policies but 
are currently not required under the new Plan.  Furthermore, the London Plan itself should include 
appropriate reference in its policies to other Mayoral biodiversity and green infrastructure policy, for 
example the Environment Strategy or the All London Green Grid SPG, to ensure that this policy has 
force within the planning process. 

 

b) Will Policy G7 be effective in protecting trees and woodland especially ancient woodland and 
veteran trees and in increasing the extent of London’s urban forest?  

 
Ancient woodlands in London need greater protection than currently provided in the London Plan 
Whilst the London Assembly welcomes the Mayor’s ambition to plant more trees in London, it must 
be noted that there is evidence to suggest that small saplings do not carbon capture as much as larger 
mature trees do, meaning that replacing old woodlands with new trees will contribute to higher levels 
of carbon in the capital’s air. 
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The Assembly believes that the role of trees in enhancing a wide range of London’s environmental 
benefits could be further encouraged by promoting tree planting in London’s Green Belt.  On 16 
February 2017 the Assembly’s Planning Committee hosted a seminar at City Hall about the future of 
the Green Belt.1 Invited speakers were asked how we could protect the green belt, while extracting 
more value from it. The experts, academics and planners had some valuable ideas and the Assembly 
would refer the Panel to the speech by Baroness Young, Chair of the Woodland Trust and former 
Director of the Environment Agency in relation to the role that increasing the extent of London’s 
urban forest (particularly in the Green Belt) might play.2 

 
c) Does Policy G8 provide sufficient encouragement to food growing and urban agriculture?  
 
The Assembly believes that this Chapter of the Draft London Plan misses the opportunity to extend 
the multiple functions of London’s Green Infrastructure, not limited to food growing.  For example, 
both Policy G2 and G8 should outline how the Green Belt is fulfilling valuable functions in relation to 
London’s strategic challenges and relevant Mayoral strategic objectives. These might include more 
food production, better contributions to climate change mitigation and adaptation and a source of 
sustainable water storage. 
 
As far back as 2010, the Assembly’s Planning and Housing Committee was promoting the potential of 
London’s food growing.3  The Committee noted that “Greater London is home to almost 500 farms 
and the capital currently produces more than 8,000 tonnes of fruit and vegetables. But London could 
produce so much more” 
 
Recommendations from that report are still valid:  The report found that more could be done to open 
up land within London for food growing and planning policies could support this. Sites should be 
identified that are suitable for temporary and unconventional food growing operations. The Mayor 
should promote and develop food-growing activities as part of his duty to promote sustainable 
development and tackle climate change. To achieve this he should also integrate urban agriculture 
into waste, water and energy policies and empower boroughs to encourage growing spaces on 
housing developments, rooftops and vacant land – even if the space is only temporary. 
 
Other ways that Policy G8 might be expanded in relation to the promotion of food growing include: 

• Linking Green Belt Policy and Food Growing (G2 and G8)  to specifically recognise that food 
growing is one of the most beneficial land uses in the Green Belt. 

• Encouraging boroughs to incorporate urban agriculture in Local Development Frameworks as a 
desirable urban activity that can help improve the quality of urban life, food security, 
neighbourhood safety and environmental stewardship and utilises vacant land. 

• Using London Plan policy to support the range of street and farmers’ markets and their 
contribution to the vitality of town centres.  

• Encouraging the temporary use of vacant public and private land for urban agriculture and 

• Encouraging boroughs to include relevant policies in their Local Development Frameworks. 

• The Mayor should also promote the inclusion and preservation of productive land for growing 
food within housing developments as well as green roofs and other “unconventional” growing 
spaces. 

                                                 
1 https://www.london.gov.uk/about-us/london-assembly/london-assembly-publications/green-belt-future-seminar 
2 https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/barbara_young.pdf 
3 Cultivating the Capital Food growing and the planning system in London 
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/gla_migrate_files_destination/archives/archive-assembly-reports-plansd-
growing-food.pdf  

https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/gla_migrate_files_destination/archives/archive-assembly-reports-plansd-growing-food.pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/gla_migrate_files_destination/archives/archive-assembly-reports-plansd-growing-food.pdf


 
The Assembly believes that Policy G8 might be expanded further to encourage these objectives. 
 
Allotments are only mentioned once in the Draft London Plan. They will be particularly important 
where Londoners are residing in flats and do not have access to their own green space. In such cases, 
we recommend “increased” should be added to G8 A1 so it now reads “protect existing allotments 
and encourage increased provision of space for community gardening, including for food growing, 
within new developments”. 
 
The failure to reference new technologies in urban food growing such as hydroponic farming will 
undermine the Plan’s long-term benefit for Londoners in a changing technological landscape. Policy 
G8 on Food growing makes no mention of the new developments in commercial farming in cities such 
as hydroponic farming.  
 
The Environment Committee’s recent report “Farming in London’s Green Belt”4 highlights the 
importance not just of allotments and urban food growing spaces, but of peri-urban farming and food 
growing, including on commercial scales, within the boundaries of Greater London. It shows a wide 
range of environmental benefits for the relevant outer London areas and for London and Londoners as 
a whole. It emphasised the vital importance to farming, and especially to maximising the sustainability 
and environmental benefits of farming, of good quality agricultural land and sufficiently long-term and 
secure tenure. It identified development pressure as a significant risk to land availability around 
London, and recommended that the London Plan and other mayoral policy should include a 
requirement for boroughs to give added weight in local development plans to food growing as one of 
the most productive activities in the Green Belt. It further recommended that, in the London Plan and 
other policies, the Mayor should look for opportunities to support and promote farming methods that 
maximise environmental and social benefits and support the Mayor’s other policy goals.  
 

 

                                                 
4 https://www.london.gov.uk/WHAT-WE-DO/environment/environment-publications/helping-londons-green-belt-farms-
prosper 


