
 

 

London Plan Examination in Public 

Matter 66 Biodiversity, trees, food growing and geodiversity (G6 to G9) 

Friends of the Earth (755) 

Would Policies G6-G9 assist in creating a healthy city in accordance with Policy GG3 and 
will they provide an effective strategic context for the preparation of local plans and 
neighbourhood plans?   

1. Policy GG3 aims to address deficiencies in environmental quality and drivers of 
environmental harm and Policies G6-9 go a good way to supporting that in an integrated way 
by: evidence-based improvements to ecological networks and to addressing deficiencies in 
access to nature; valuing the role of trees and woodlands in the urban setting; supporting local 
food growing and related skills; and, recognising the role of London’s geodiversity in 
supporting functioning habitats and ecosystems.  

2. Local plan-making depends on the availability of quality data and evidence which, in turn, will 
be influenced by the quality of monitoring of habitats, species and ecosystems, and by how 
well Boroughs are resourced and supported to use such evidence to develop and apply policy. 
As explained below, it is uncertain how net biodiversity gain as proposed in G6 (D) will support 
biodiversity and ecosystem function. 

Are the individual policies and detailed criteria justified and necessary and would they 
provide an effective basis for development management? In particular:  

a) Will Policy G6 be likely to achieve net gains in biodiversity and consistent with 
national policy?  Are specific provisions relating to European sites in BA necessary 
given other legislative requirements? 

3. The efficacy of Policy G6 in achieving net biodiversity gain is uncertain at best because net 
biodiversity gain policy and practice is speculative and subject to proper policies, mechanisms 
and safeguards being devised and implemented. The theory behind net gain is not well 
established in practice nor proven by the empirical use of reliable metrics, accurate baselines 
of biodiversity, ongoing monitoring, properly resourced Borough capacity and competence, 
and developer behaviour and practice. The government is exploring how a mandatory 
approach to net gain might work but no claims can be made in any confidence about its 
outcomes for biodiversity. 

4. Regarding European nature sites, as a statutory policy, it is helpful for the London Plan to 
reflect the UK’s international biodiversity commitments and the UK government’s stated 
policy that EU designations will be fully respected. 

5. The reference to “biodiversity offsets” in revised proposed text for Policy G6 C 3) should be 
deleted as biodiversity offsetting is discredited as a measure (see 
https://friendsoftheearth.uk/nature/biodiversity-offsetting-and-net-gain-licence-trash-
nature) and the government is currently seeking a more reliable approach.  

b) Will Policy G7 be effective in protecting trees and woodland especially ancient  
woodland and veteran trees and in increasing the extent of London’s urban forest?  
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6. As written, Policy G7 does not require Boroughs to identify, record and monitor the ‘veteran’ 
trees and ancient woodland mentioned in B and this should be rectified. The policy on the 
retention of existing trees is an important starting point because trees are not instantly 
replaceable, at least not without incurring considerable expense.  

7. In the revised proposed policy G7 C it is not clear why Boroughs should only identify 
opportunities for tree planting in strategic locations when all manner of locations are suitable 
for tree planting precisely to provide the range of benefits mentioned in paragraphs 8.7.1 to 
8.7.3. Increased tree planting and forestry could be part of improving the nature conservation 
condition and ecological role of Green Belt (see our response to Matter 65). Similarly, localised 
tree planting can improve the urban realm, street scene and specific policies such as flood 
mitigation. In its 25 Year Environment Plan the government recommits urban tree planting 
with plans “to develop and implement a programme to plant one million trees in England’s 
towns and cities by 2022” (https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/25-year-
environment-plan page 78). 

8. By referring to the role of a London Tree and Woodland Framework in Boroughs’ policies 
and wider green infrastructure strategies, the altered supporting text in paragraph 8.7.1 has 
suitably strengthened Policy G7.  

c) Does Policy G8 provide sufficient encouragement to food growing and urban 
agriculture? 

9. Although support for existing allotments and for community gardening and food growing is 
welcome, Policy G8 is not especially encouraging as it does not seek provision for more 
allotments and for more localised activity, whereas it does require identification of potential 
sites for commercial food production. Provision should be made for both as part of better use 
of spaces within and alongside local development for gardening and food growing and for food 
and farming businesses. 

10. Policy G8 provides only a partial picture of urban agriculture and food growing within 
London and is inadequate in this regard.  The policy omits to mention the valuable role of city 
farms and existing commercial farmland within (and adjacent to) London. A strategic planning 
framework that provides the basis for a thriving urban agriculture is essential if London is to 
become resilient. A third criterion should be added which sets out that local planning policies 
should protect, support and encourage sustainable urban agriculture in all its diverse forms – 
commercial, community, educational, charity – in light of the benefits these bring.   
Consideration should also be given to two further criteria 1) to encourage the development of 
local food networks, linking local growers with sellers and 2) encouraging the future proofing 
planning policies to help farmers and growers can take the necessary steps to adapt to climate 
change and a low carbon economy. 
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