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Submitted 29th January 2019 

 

Introduction 

The respondent is The Chartered Institution of Building Services Engineers (CIBSE).  
 
The Chartered Institution of Building Services Engineers is the professional body that exists 
to: 
 

‘support the Science, Art and Practice of building services engineering, by providing 
our members and the public with first class information’  

 
CIBSE members are the engineers who design, install, operate, maintain and refurbish the 
energy using systems installed in buildings, including homes, and are specifically trained in 
the assessment of heat loss from building fabric and the design of energy using systems for 
the provision of heating and hot water, lighting, ventilation and cooling and small power 
distribution in homes. Many CIBSE members work in the public sector in general and in 
higher education in particular. 
 
CIBSE has over 20,000 members, of whom around 75% operate in the UK and many of the 
remainder in the Gulf, Hong Kong and Australasia. Many are actively involved in the energy 
management of commercial buildings for larger businesses, and so this consultation is 
highly relevant to us and to our members.  
 
CIBSE is the sixth largest professional engineering Institution, and along with the Institution 
of Structural Engineers is the largest dedicated to engineering in the built environment. Our 
members design, install, manufacture, maintain, manage, operate and replace all the energy 
using systems in buildings as well as public health systems. 
 
As an Institution CIBSE publishes Guidance and Codes which provide best practice advice 
and are internationally recognised as authoritative. The CIBSE Knowledge Portal, makes our 
Guidance available online to all CIBSE members and is the leading systematic engineering 
resource for the building services sector. Over the last twenty-one months it has been 
accessed over 200,000 times, and is used regularly by our members to access the latest 
guidance material for the profession. Currently we have users in over 170 countries, 
demonstrating the world leading position of UK engineering expertise in this field. 
 
www.cibse.org  
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EiP Questions 

 
MATTER 66 – BIODIVERSITY, TREES, FOOD GROWING AND GEODIVERSITY 
 
Would Policies G6-G9 assist in creating a healthy city in accordance with Policy GG3 
and will they provide an effective strategic context for the preparation of local plans 
and neighbourhood plans? Are the individual policies and detailed criteria justified 
and necessary and would they provide an effective basis for development 
management? In particular: 
a) Will Policy G6 be likely to achieve net gains in biodiversity and consistent with 

national policy? Are specific provisions relating to European sites in BA 
necessary give other legislative requirements? 

 
We welcome the revised wording of policy G6 that developments should aim to secure net 
biodiversity gains, which is (rightly) more ambitious and more specific and measurable.   
 
b) Will Policy G7 be effective in protecting trees and woodland especially ancient 

woodland and veteran trees and in increasing the extent of London’s urban 
forest? 

 
We support the overall objectives for retaining existing trees of value, and for additional trees 
to be included in new development. However, we reiterate our concern that there is no 
actual objective in policy for increased tree cover; this is in the associated guidance, not in 
policy itself. For the intent to be clear and more likely delivered, it should be a clear policy 
objective, linked to monitoring as part of the Plan’s KPIs (Chapter 12, to be examined in later 
matters).  
 
We also reiterate our concern that the policy and associated guidance are focused on the 
planting of new trees, with little attention to their maintenance. The Plan needs to encourage 
long-term planning with the safeguarding of budget and resources for management, not just 
planting.  
 
c) Does Policy G8 provide sufficient encouragement to food growing and urban agriculture? 
Not our area of expertise to comment  
 
 
 
 

END 

Response collated and submitted by:  
 
Dr Julie Godefroy 
CIBSE, Technical Manager 
JGodefroy@cibse.org  
 
Please do not hesitate to contact us for more information on these responses. 


